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Dear Student:
Copyright, 1952, by

Pacific Press Publishing Association We have come to the "last days," and, if we are to have a part
in the new earth with the redeemed of all ages, we must study God's
word to know how to live in times like these. Time was when de-
cisions could be made over a longer period of time, but today impor-
tant decisions are made in split seconds.- If our decisions are to
be what we shall want them to be, we must know of a surety what we

believe and why.

This new book, "Principles of Life From the Word of God," has
been written for the express purpose of giving you the facts upon
which to mzke your everyday decisions and to solve life's complex
problems. It is written for you. The greater part of the evi~
dences cited are from the Bible or the spirit of prophecy-—our
two main sources of divine wisdom.

The book is divided into sixteen units; these are not of
equal length. There are one hundred twenty-two lessons. Neither
are they of equal length., The lessons are set up in such a way as
to be easily studied and understood: (1) If there is a memory
verse, it is boxed off at the beginning of the lessonj (2) each
*  lesson begins with abold-faced statement, taken in all but a few
cases from the spirit of prophecy--this statement is the lesson
in a nutshell; (3) a careful study of the subject, usually under
| subtitle headings; and (L) a summarization of the subject, usually
‘ with spirit of prophecy statements. At the close of almost every
lesson there are a few texts called "key" texts, the content of
[ which you should put well in your memory.

This book is put in your hands with the sincere prayer that
it will help you both in this life and in the life to come.

Yours in the Master's name,

The Bible Doctrines Textbook Committee.,

PRINTED
IN US&
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UNIT 1

The Bible Is the Word of God

The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments were given by inspiration of God,
contain an all-sufficient revelation of His will
to men, and are the only unerring rule of faith
and practice.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruec-
tion in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” 2 Timothy
3:16, 17.
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HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by

the Holy Ghost. 2 Peter 1:21,

The Bible is the most ancient and
the most comprehensive history that
men possess. It came fresh from
the fountain of eternal truth, and
throughout the ages a divine hand has
preserved its purity. It lights up the
far-distant past, where human re-
search in vain seeks to penetrate. In
God’s word only do we behold the
power that laid the foundations of
the earth, and that stretched out the
heavens. Here only do we find an
authentic account of the origin of na-
tions. Here only is given a history of
our race unsullied by human pride or
prejudice—Education, 173:1.

Names of Our Bible

1. What are some of the names
applied to our Bible?

a. “The book of the Lord.” Isa-
iah 34:16.

b. “The Scriptures.” Luke 24:27;
John 5:39.

¢. “The oracles of God.” Romans
=2

d. “The word of Christ.” Colos-
sians 3:16.

e. “The word of truth.” 2 Tim-
othy 2:15.

f. “The good word of God.” He-
brews 6:5,

2. Where did the name “Bible”
come from, and what does it mean?
The word “Bible” strictly employed
is the title of the Jewish and Chris-
tian Scriptures. . . . It is derived from
the Greek word Biblia—originating in
biblos, the inner bark of papyrus (pa-
per)—literally meaning “Little Books.”
. The term really means simply
“hooks.” . . . It does not appear as a
title of the whole Christian Scriptures
before the fifth century.—James Has-
tings, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, article,
“Bible.”

God Communicates With Man

3. In the beginning how did God
communicate with man? Genesis
2:16, 17.

He spoke to Adam and Eve di-
rectly.

4. Why was this direct com-
munication broken? Genesis 3:1-9;
Isaiah 59:2.

5. After sin broke direct com-
munication with man, how did God
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make His will known? Numbers
12:6 (compare with Amos 3:7);
Exodus 28:30 (compare with 1
Samuel 28:6); Psalm 119:105; He-
brews 1:1, 2.

Writing the Bible

6. Before God's revelations to
man were put in written form, how
were they made known to succeed-
ing generations?

During the first twenty-five hundred
years of human history, there was
no written revelation. Those who had
been taught of God, communicated
their knowledge to others, and it was
handed down from father to son,
through successive generations. The
preparation of the written word began
in the time of Moses. Inspired revela-
tions were then embodied in an in-
spired book. This work continued dur-
ing the long period of sixteen hundred
years,—from Moses, the historian of
creation and the law, to John, the re-
corder of the most sublime truths of
the gospel—The Great Coniroversy,
Introduction, v:2.

The antediluvians were without
books, they had no written records;
but with their great physical and men-
tal vigor, they had strong memories,
able to grasp and to retain that which
was communicated-to them, and in turn
to transmit it unimpaired to their pos-
terity.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 83:1.

7. What provision did God make
in order that His word might be
preserved for all future genera-
tions? Numbers 33:2; Isaiah 30:8;
Jeremiah 30:2; Revelation 1:1, 19.

The Bible is a sacred library of sixty-
six small books.

This unique library is of divine ori-
gin. The Creator of the universe is the
Author. . ., .

Some forty men—Iliving in different
generations, in different localities, and
occupying various stations of life—
were chosen by the Lord to prepare
the original manuscripts.

Genesis was written about 3,500
years ago, about 1500 B.c.; the Revela-
tion was composed about A.p. 97, nearly
1,900 years ago. A period of approxi-
mately 1,600 years elapsed during the
accomplishment of this great enter-
prise—Theodora S. Wangerin, Genesis
to Revelation, Introduction, paragraphs
1-5.

8. With what care did the ancient
scribes copy the Sacred Writings?

As a prevention against further er-
rors the scribes counted the number
of verses . .. and even letters in the
various books, and then made note of
the middle verse, the middle word, and
the middle letter of each book. ... If
a seribe, after he had finished his work,
could not make his count tally with
these notations, there was some error
in his copy of the manuscript, which
must either be corrected or his copy
discarded.—Ira M. Price, The Ancestry
of Our English Bible, 30:2.

The Old Testament Scriptures

9. How did Jesus show His ap-
proval of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures? Mark 14:49; Luke 24:27;
John 5:39.

10. How did Jesus divide the
Scriptures of the Old Testament?
Luke 24:44,

11, How many books are there
in the Old Testament?

There are thirty-nine books in
the Old Testament.

We find the name “Old Testament”
first used in 2 Corinthians 3:14, where
it refers to the old covenant given to

1. This stack of twenty volumes is the
Bible in Braille for the blind.

2. A rare first edition of the King
James Bible, published in 1611.

3. The first Bible
printed for Indians of
Massachusetts in 1661,
by John Eliot.

4. The lobby of the
British and Foreign Bible
Society, London.

m’;}'ﬁﬂwwﬁ—o«ww
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5. The library of the Society,
where there are Bible volumes in
1,000 languages and dialects.
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Israel, and to the Sacred Books con-
nected with it. To Ezra and his asso-
ciates is generally attributed the work
of first collecting and arranging the
books of the Old Testament canon,
about 457 B.c. A few books may have
been added later.

It is interesting to note how the
word ‘‘canon” came to be applied to
the books of the Bible. Martin Anstey
says: “The word ‘canon’ means a rod,
a rule, a standard, an authority. As ap-
plied to the books of the Old and New
Testaments, it indicates that these
writings and these alone constitute an
exhaustive and an authoritative ex-
pression of the mind of God, an ob-
jective standard or rule of faith, and a
final court of appeal, valid for all time
in all matters pertaining to life and
salvation. The word ‘canon’ as ap-
plied to the books of the Bible, indicates
that these books are to be clearly dis-
tinguished, and definitely marked off,
from all other literature as being of
divine origin, and possessing divine
authority.”—Adelaide Bee Evans, The
Bible Year, 14:12, 3.

The New Testament Scriptures

12. What are the general divi-
sions of the New Testament?

The New Testament consists of
the four Gospels, one book of his-
tory, twenty-one epistles or letters,
and one book of prophecy.

- 13. Were the New Testament
writings recognized as part of the
Scriptures by the apostles them-
selves? 2 Peter 3:15, 16,

Studying the Word

14. What is Paul’s counsel to
youth concerning the Scriptures?
2 Timothy 2:15.

15. What is the greatest reason

for the existence of the Scriptures?
John 20:31.

16. Learn the books of the Bible
in order. See Chart I.

Versions of the Bible

17. The Bible student should
know something about at least a
few of the older and most impor-
tant translations or “versions” of
the Bible.

a. The Septuagint, or “Version of
the Seventy,” was prepared by the
Jews of Alexandria about 280 B.C.
It was in general use at the time
of Christ, it being a direct transla-
tion of the Hebrew into the Greek,

b. The Vulgate, or the Latin
translation by Jerome of Bethle-
hem. He completed the New Testa-
ment about A.D. 385 and the Old
Testament somewhat later.

¢. The Douay, the authorized ver-
sion of the Roman Catholic Church,
first published A.D., 1609,

d. Wycliffe’s Version (1383), was
the first complete English Bible, It
was based on the Latin Vulgate.
(See “b.”)

e. King James Version (1611),
or, as it is called, the Authorized
Version, is generally accepted by
Protestants.

f. Revised Versions.

There are two recent revisions of
the Scriptures, the English Revised
Version and the American Revised Ver-
sion. The discovery of a number of
ancient manuscripts, and a more ac-
curate knowledge of the original texts,
made a revision seem desirable; and
in 1870, the work was undertaken by

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE

nearly one hundred men, the best who
could be chosen for the purpose. In
1885, the English Revised Version was
published, and the committee having
that work in charge was disbanded.
The American committee continued its
study; and in 1901, the American Stand-
ard Revised Bible was published.—Ade-
laide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, 16:2.

g. The Revised Standard Ver-
sion, authorized by the National
Council of Churches, representing
forty Protestant organizations, is
the work of thirty-two of the most
eminent Bible scholars of America,
under the chairmanship of Dr. Lu-
ther A. Wiegel of Yale University.
This is not a translation, but a
revision of the King James Version
and the Revised and American Ee-
vised Versions of the Bible, using
many documents supporting the
Bible, discovered since the King
James Version was made in 1611.
The New Testament of thig version
appeared in 1946 and the Old Testa-
ment in 1952.

The Apocrypha

18. What is known as the “Apoc-
rypha”?

While the voice of prophecy was not
heard in Judea during the long period
of four hundred years which marked
the closing of the old dispensation, “the
old literary instinct of the Jews as-
serted itself,” and many writings were
produced. Some . . . are valued as a
history of the period.

Fourteen of these books, having the
following titles, are known as the Apoc-
rypha: First and Second Esdras, Tobit,
Judith, portions of Esther not found in
the Hebrew or Aramaic originals, The
Wisdom of Solomon, Ececlesiasticus,
Baruch, The Song of the Three Holy

7

Children, The History of Susanna, Bel
and the Dragon, The Prayer of Manas-
ses, and First and Second Maccabees.

The name “Apocrypha” is a Greek
word meaning “hidden,” or “secret,”
and was given these books because
their authorship is unknown. The date
of their writing is also a matter of
doubt, though it is generally placed be-
tween the years 200 and 100 B.c. While
these Apocryphal books are found in
the oldest copies of the Septuagint in
existence, it is generally agreed that
they were not included when the first
Greek translation was made, and in-
deed were not added till between A.D.
300 and 400. Sidney Collett says: “Al-
though there are in the New Testament
about 263 direct quotations from, and
about 370 allusions to, passages in the
Old Testament, yet amongst all these
there is not a single reference, either
by Christ or His apostles, to the Apoc-
ryphal writings.”—Adelaide Bee Evans,
The Bible Year, 120:3 to 121:2.

19. Why are the books of the
Apocrypha rejected by Protes-
tants?

a. The Hebrew canon does not
contain them.

b. The Lord and His apostles
never quoted from them. Jose-
phus rejected them, and Jerome, in
translating the Vulgate, refused to
acknowledge them.

¢c. The writers, themselves,
claimed no inspiration, but rather
confessed a lack of the prophetic
gift. 1 Maccabees 4:46; 9:27; 14:41.

d. The Apocrypha teaches doc-
trines not in harmony with the
Scriptures (see Isaiah 8:20; Gala-
tions 1:8), such as purgatory and
reincarnation (Wisdom 8:19, 20)
and prayers of and for the dead
(2 Maccabees 12:43-46).
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They [the books of the Apocryphal
utterly want [lack] the progressive
plan and mutual interconnection of
the Old Testament and New Testament

Scriptures. Historical errors, inaccura-
cies, and evidently fictitious stories and
speeches occur.—A. R. Fausset, Bible
Encyclopedia, article, “Apocrypha.”

Consider This:

The Bible is the literature of a race—‘“the chosen literature of
the chosen writers of the chosen nation.” We are in the habit of
thinking of the Bible as one book; but really it is a good-sized li-
brary, with sixty-six books, written by many different men, of
varied degrees of education and widely divergent surroundings and
occupations, during a time period extending from the days of Moses
to near the close of the first century after Christ. However, the
singular form of both the words “Bible” and “Secripture” “empha-
sizes the fact that, under the diversity of human authership, there
lies a wonderful unity, pointing to the operation of one directing
Mind, which acted during more than a thousand cbnsecutive years
when these writings were being produced.”

The name “Bible,” meaning “the books,” is found nowhere in
the Scripture itself. It comes to us from the Latin biblia (books),
which, in turn, came from the Greek biblia, the plural of biblion,
which is the diminutive of biblos. The reason the Greeks called a
book biblos (the singular form) was because the ancient books were
written on material made from the biblus, or papyrus, reed. Just as
we speak of the printed sheets of paper with the news printed on
them as “the paper,” so they spoke of a scroll of biblus sheets with
writing on them as “the biblos,” and a number of them would be
biblia (plural).

It is thought that the Greek word for the name “Bible” was first
applied to the sacred writings by John Chrysostom, patriarch of
Constantinople from A.p. 398 to 404.—Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible
Year, 13:1 to 14:1.

Texts to Remember:
Amos 3:7 Luke 24:44 2 Peter 1:21

Define or Identify:

antediluvians canon Scriptures
Apocrypha communicate versions
Bible oracles

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE

CHART I

Divisions of the Bible

Books of the Old Testament

.Genesis
Exodus
Pentateuch < Leviticus Isaiah
Numbers - Jeremiah
Deuteronomy Major < Lamentations
Ezekiel
 Joshua Daniel
Judges N
Ruth Prophets< ?oslea
1 Samuel Aoe
2 Samuel O{)n(zis_ h
; 1 Kings adid
History 4 3 Kings Jonah
1 Chronicles | Minor < II\\I/Izla.??uhm
2E Z(i%romcles Habakkuk
Nehemiah %Ielglgaﬁlah
a
L Esther Zechariah
e fob \ Malachi
Psalms
Poetry < Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
The Song of Solomon
Books of the New Testament
Matthew
Gospels ?ﬁ?ﬁé{
John
History { The Acts of the Apostles
Romans i
[ 1 Corinthians ;%ili:mon
2 Corinthians Hebrews
%a%latigms James
esians ’
Epistles 4 Bhilippians Epistles cont'd 4 § Eefer
: Colossians 1 John
1 Thessalonians 2 John
2 Thessalonians 3 John
1 Timothy Jude
L 2 Timothy

Prophecy { The book of Revelation
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INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.

2 Timothy 3:16.

God has been pleased to communi-
cate His truth to the world by human
agencies, and He Himself, by His Holy
Spirit, qualified men and enabled them
to do this work. He guided the mind
in the selection of what to speak and
what to write. The treasure was
entrusted to earthen vessels, yet it
is, nonetheless, from Heaven. The
testimony is conveyed through the
imperfect expression of human lan-
guage, yet it is the testimony of God;
and the obedient, believing child of
God beholds in it the glory of a divine
power, full of grace and truth.—
The Great Controversy, Introduction,
vi4,

God’s Messages to Man

1. What was the source of the
Bible writers’ messages? 2 Chron-
icles 36:15; Isaiah 38:1; Jeremiah
1:1, 2; Ezekiel 1:1-3; Obadiah 1;
Jonah 1:1: 2 Peter 1:21.

2. Could the prophets change the
message from God to suit them-
selves? Numbers 22:18; 23:26.

3. What prophet was corrected
by God when he gave wrong coun-
sel to a king? 2 Samuel 7:1-13.
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4. How serious was it for a
prophet to go contrary to God’s
revealed will? 1 Kings 13:7-24,

9. By what means did God com-
municate with the prophets? Num-
bers 12:6,

Inspiration of the Scriptures

6. How much of the Scripture is
inspired? 2 Timothy 3:16,

7. Of all the words spoken by
God to man, what words only did
God write with His own finger?
Deuteronomy 4:12, 13; 9:10.

The Ten Commandments were spo-
ken by God Himself, and were written
by His own hand. They are of divine,

and not of human composition.—The
Great Controversy, vi:1.

8. What relation did Jesus, or
“the Spirit of Christ,” have to the
prophets of old? 1 Peter 1:10, 11,

9. The prophet John received the
Revelation from Jesus through His
angel. Revelation 1:1.

a. God to Jesus.

The study of the Bible and constant prayer
make a breastplate against the attacks of evil.

b. Jesus to His angel.

c. His angel to His servant the
prophet.

d. The prophet to the people.

10. How is the unity of the Bible
explained?

Here is a book coming from all quar-
ters, written by men of all classes,
scattered through a period of fifteen
hundred years; and yet this book is
fitted together as a wondrous and har-
monious whole. How was it done?
“Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21.
One mind inspires the whole book,
one voice speaks in it all, and it is the
voice of God speaking with resurrec-
tion power.—H. L. Hastings, Will the
Old Book Stand? 22:2.

11. What is God able to do?
Isaiah 46:9, 10.

a. Of the many prophecies ful-
filled, the following are mentioned
as outstanding examples:

(1) The Jews were to be “re-
moved into all the kingdoms of

the earth.” Deuteronomy 28:25.

(2) The Jews were to eat their
own children (Deuteronomy 28:53)

-and this was fulfilled (2 Kings

6:25-29).

(3) The temple at Jerusalem
was to be completely destroyed.
Matthew 24:2. This was fulfilled
under the Roman general Titus
A.D. 70.

(4) There were to be “signs in
the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars.” Luke 21:25.

(a¢) The sun was darkened on
May 19, 1780.

(b) The moon was darkened
that same night.

(¢) The stars fell from heaven,
November 13, 1833.

(5) A great anti-Christian power
was to “think to change times and
laws.” Daniel 7:25.

Note the teaching of the Roman
Catholic Church:

Q. Have you any other way of prov-
ing that the Church has power to in-
stitute festivals of precept?

A. Had she not such power, she could
not have done that in which all modern
religionists agree with her;—she could
not have substituted the observance of
Sunday the first day of the week, for
the observance of Saturday the seventh
day, a change for which there is no
Scriptural authority.—Stephen Keenan,
A Doctrinal Oateghﬁsm, 174:5, 6.

b. Parts of prophecies not yet
fulfilled:

(1) Daniel 2—“In the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven
set up a kingdom.” Daniel 2:44.

11



PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

(2) Daniel 7—“The saints of the
Most High shall take the kingdom.”
Daniel 7:18.

(3) The seven seals—“And the
heaven departed as a scroll when it
is rolled together; and every moun-
tain and island were moved out of
their places. . . . And [the kings
of the earth, ete.] said to the moun-
tains and rocks, Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the

wrath of the Lamb.” Revelation
6:14-16.

(4) Revelation 13—The leopard-
like beast, “speaking great things
and blasphemies,” is to cause an
image to be made; and men are to
be made to worship the image of
the beast and receive the mark of
the beast; and if any refuse, they
are to be killed.

12. How should we receive the
Bible? 1 Thessalonians 2:13.

5

THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come. 1 Corinthians 10:11.

Consider T bis:

“The word of our God shall stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8. Says Dr.
Cummings: “The empire of Caesar is gone; the legions of Rome are
moldering in the dust; the avalanches that Napoleon hurled upon
Europe have melted away; the pride of the Pharaohs is fallen;
. .. but the word of God still survives. All things that threatened
to extinguish it have only aided it; and it proves every day how
transient is the noblest monument that man can build, how endur-
ing is the least word that God has spoken. Tradition has dug for it
a grave; intolerance has lighted for it many a fagot; many a Judas
has betrayed it with a kiss; many a Peter has denied it with an
oath; many a Demas has forsaken it; but the word of God still
endures.””—Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, ix:1.

Texts to Remember:
2 Timothy 3:16 1 Peter 1:10, 11

Define or Identify:

inspiration prophecy vision
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In His word, God has committed to
men the knowledge necessary for sal-
vation. The Holy Scriptures are to
be accepted as an authoritative, in-

fallible revelation of His will. They.

are the standard of character, the re-
vealer of doctrines, and the test of
experience.—1I'he Great Controversy,
Introduction, vii:1. :

The Bible Imparts True
Knowledge

1. What does Paul say about
God’s judgments and ways? Ro-
mans 11:33.

2. Through whom does God re-
veal His “secrets” (Deuteronomy
29:29) to man? Amos 3:7.

3. What are we told to do? 2
Timothy 2:15.

4. May we have confidence in
the knowledge which comes to us
through the Bible? Proverbs 22:20,
21; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

There is no sure doctrine but such as
is conformable to the word of God. . . .

This word is the only truth; it is the
sure rule of all doctrine and of all

life, and can never fail or deceive us.
__J. H. Merle d’Aubigné, History of the
Reformation of the Sixteenth Ceniury,
vol. 4, 59:3.

W hat Does the Bible Do?

5. How does the Bible help us?
2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

a. It “is profitable for doctrine.”

b. “. . . reproof.”
¢. “. . . correction.”
d. *. . . instruction.”

e. That man may be “perfect,
throughly furnished.”

f. Is “a lamp” to our feet. Psalm
119:105.

g. Helps give “a reason for the
hope that is in you.” 1 Peter 3:15.

h. Gives joy. Habakkuk 3:18.

6. What is the word of God able
to do? Hebrews 4:12, last part.

In all ages, philosophers and teach-
ers have been presenting to the world
theories by which to satisfy the soul's
need. Every heathen nation has had its

13




God’s word foretells coming events so that
the faith of His children will be strengihened.

great teachers and religious systems
offering some other means of redemp-
tion than Christ, turning the eyes of
men away from the Father's face, and
filling their hearts with fear of Him
who has given them only blessing. ...
It is the gospel of the grace of God
alone that can uplift the soul. The
contemplation of the love of God mani-
fested in His Son will stir the heart
and arouse the powers of the soul as
nothing else can. Christ came that He
might re-create the image of God in
man; and whoever turns men away
from Christ is turning them away from
the source of true development; he is
defrauding them of the hope and pur-
pose and glory of life. He is a thief and
a robber.—The Desire of Ages, 478:2.

The Bible Reveals Christ
7. Of whom did Moses and the
prophets write? John 1:45.

8. Of whom do the Scriptures
testify? John 5:39.
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9. Where is the promise of a Re-
deemer first revealed in the Bible?
Genesis 3:15.

10. In what prophecy are Christ’s
life, suffering, and death touchingly
foretold? Isaiah 53.

Like the scarlet thread that runs
through every inch of rope in the Brit-
ish navy, like the melody of a beautiful
song, like the theme of a great master-
piece, so is Jesus in the Scriptures. He
is the author and the hero, the begin-
ning and the ending of your Holy Bible.
—Bible Readings for the Home, 41:4,

God’s Word to Become
a Part of Us

11. What did Christ declare His
Father’s commandment to be?
John 12:50.

12. What are the words of Christ
said to be? John 6:63, 68.

13. What lesson was the feed-
ing of the children of Israel with
manna intended to teach? Deuter-
onomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4.

14. What did Jesus declare Him-
self to be? John 6:35.

15. After making this declaration
about Himself, what did He suggest
that men should do? John 6:57, 58.

16. How did He explain the sym-
bols He had used regarding eating
His flesh and drinking His blood?
John 6:63.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE
Consider T his:

First of all, we should read the Bible to satisfy our soul hunger.
As we read God's written word to us, and open our minds to receive
His thoughts, He will speak to us as truly as He spoke to David, and
to Isaiah, and to Daniel. We need to know Him, and we may know
Him best through His word.—Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible
Year, ix:2.

Born in the East, and clothed in Oriental form and imagery, the
Bible walks the ways of all the world with familiar feet, and enters
land after land to find its own everywhere. It has learned to speak
in hundreds of languages to the heart of man. It comes into the
palace to tell the monarch that he is the servant of the Most High,
and into the cottage to assure the peasant that he is the son of God.
Children listen to its stories with wonder and delight, and wise men
ponder them as parables of life. It has a word of peace for the time
of peril, a word of comfort for the day of calamity, a word of light
for the hour of darkness. Its oracles are repeated in the assembly
of the people, and its counsels whispered in the ear of the lonely.
The wise and the proud tremble at its warnings, but to the wounded
and penitent it has a mother’s voice. The wilderness and the soli-
tary place have been made glad by it, and the fire on the hearth has
lighted the reading of its well-worn pages. It has woven itself into
our deepest affections, and colored our dearest dreams; so that love
and friendship, sympathy and devotion, memory and hope, put on
the beautiful garments of its treasured speech, breathing of frank-
incense and myrrh. Above the cradle and beside the grave its great
words come to us uncalled. They fill our prayers with power larger
than we know, and the beauty of them lingers in our ears long after
the sermons which they have adorned have been forgotten. They
return to us swiftly and quietly, like birds flying from far away.
They surprise us with new meanings, like springs of water breaking
forth from the mountain beside a long-forgotten path. They grow
richer, as pearls do when they are worn near the heart. No man is
poor or desolate who has this treasure for his own.—Henry van
Dyke.

Texts to Remember:
Deuteronomy 29:29 John 5:39 1 Corinthians 10:11

Amos 3:7 John 6:63
Define or Identify:
admonition ensamples reproof
doctrine fundamental truth
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POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and
all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.
For He spake, and it was done;* He commanded, and it

stood fast. Psalm 33:6, 9.

-

The work of creation can never be
explained by science. What science
can explain the mystery of life?

The theory that God did not create
matter when He brought the world
into existence is without foundation.
In the formation of our world, God
was not indebted to pre-existing mat-
ter, On the contrary, all things, ma-
terial or spiritual, stood up before
the Lord Jehovah at His voice and
were created for His own purpose.
The heavens and all the host of them,
the earth and all things therein, are
not only the work of His hand; they
came into existence by the breath
of His mouth.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 8, 258:3, 4.

Creative and Upholding
Power of the Word

1. How were the heavens made?
Psalm 33:6, 9.

2. Why are God’s words S0 power-
ful? John 6:63.

3. How are the earth and all the
unwerse upheld‘? Hebrews 1:3.

The samé creative energy that
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brought the world into existence is
still exerted in upholding the universe
and continuing the operations of na-
ture.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers,
and Students, 185:3,

The Word Was Christ

4. What is the Word declared to
be? John 1:1.

5. Who was with God the Father
in the beginning at creation? John
1:1, 2,

6. By whom were all things
made? John 1:3 10.

7. What was in Him (the Word) ?
John 1:14.

Christ, the Word, the Only Begotten
of God, was one with the Eternal Fa-
ther,—one in nature, in character, in
purpose,—the only being that could en-
ter into all the counsels and purposes
of God.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 34:1.

8. What was said regarding Je-
sus’ words? Matthew 1:29; Luke
4:32.

9, Examples illustrating the

power of Christ’s

a. Evil spirits cast out. Matthew

8:16.

b. Fig tree withered. Matthew

21:18-20.

¢. Storm stilled.

d. Sick healed.

e. Dead raised tolife. John11:43,

44,
10. Examples

power of His word as spoken by

His followers:

a. Water flowed from a rock,
Numbers 20:7-11.

b.Sun and m
Joshua 10:12-14.

¢c. A sick man healed. Acts 9:33,

34.

‘Yhe CITADEL
OF OUR FAITH

ENVINCIBLE

word:

Mark 4:36-41.
Luke 7:2-10.

illustrating the

Men may hurl fierce attacks at the Scriptures,
but the word of God stands firm as a rock.

oon stood still. 4 tier being cleansed, how are

we kept from again falling into sin?
Psalm 119:11; Matthew 4:4; Ro-
mans 1:16, 17; 1 Peter 1:5.

d. A woman raised to life. Acts

9:36-41.

13. If obeyed, what will the word
of God do for the believer? John

Cleansed and Kept by His Word  17.17.

11. How are we cleansed from
sin? Psalm 119:9; John ‘15:3.

Consider T his:

The Sufficing Bible

When I am tired, the Bible is my bed;

Or in the dark, the Bible is my light.
When I am hungry, it is vital bread;

Or fearful, it is armor for the fight.
When I am sick, 'tis healing medicine;
Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein.

If T would work, the Bible is my tool;
Or play, it is a harp of happy sound.
If I am ignorant, it is my school;
If T am sinking, it is solid ground.
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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

If T am cold, the Bible is my fire;
And it is wings, if boldly I aspire.

Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide;
Or naked, it is raiment rich and warm.
Am I imprisoned? it is ranges wide;
Or tempest-tossed? a shelter from the storm.
Would I adventure, 'tis a gallant sea;
Or would I rest, it is a flowery lea.

Does gloom oppress? the Bible is a sun;
Or ugliness? it is a garden fair.
Am I athirst? how cool its currents run.
Or stifled? what a vivifying air!
Since thus thou givest of thyself to me,
How should I give myself, great Book, to thee?
—Amos R. Wells.

Texts to Remember:

Psalm 33:6, 9 Psalm 119:9, 11 John 1:1-3, 14

Define or Identify:
creation power Word
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word

of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15.

It is the first and highest duty of
every rational being to learn from the
Scriptures what is truth, and then
to walk in the light, and encourage
others to follow his example. We
should day by day study the Bible
diligently, weighing every thought,
and comparing scripture with scrip-
ture. With divine help, we are to
form our opinions for ourselves, as we
are to answer for ourselves before
God.—The Great Controversy, 598:2,

You Can Understand the Bible

1. Does God intend that we
should understand the Scriptures?
Deuteronomy 29:29; Mark 4:11,
first part; 13:14,

2. Why do some people find it
difficult to understand the Bible?
Romans 8:5, 6; 1 Corinthians 2:13,
14; Ephesians 4:17-19. |

3. Can the unc’bm@rtéd fuily un-
derstand God's word? John 3:1-3.

4, Are some parts of the Bible
more difficult to understand than
others? 2 Peter 3:15, 16,

5. Is there any relationship be-
tween obedience and the under-
standing of God's word? Psalm
119:33-40; John T:17.

6. As we seek to understand
God’s word, who will help us?
Luke 24:45; Ephesians 1:17-19;
2 Timothy 2:7.

7. Through whom does this help
come? John 14:16, 17, 26; 16:13.

A true knowledge of the Bible can
be gained only through the aid of that
Spirit by whom the word was given.—
Education, 189:2.

Principles of Bible Study

8. Of what value is Bible study?
John 5:39_;_ 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

9. How important was God’s
word to Job? Job 23:12.

10. What noble example of Bible
study is recorded in the Bible? Acts
17:11. g = 7 AL

11. What should be our purpose

19
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75 COMPLETENESS

The Bible points the way from a lost, sinful
world to God’s eternal kingdom of glory.

in the study of the Bible? 2 Tim-
othy 2:15. : /

The student of the Bible should be
taught to approach it in the spirit of a
learner. We are to search its pages,
not for proof to sustain our opinions,
but in order to know what God says.—
Education, 189:1.

12. How are we to arrive at a
correct interpretation of Bible

truth? Isaiah 28:10; 1 Corinthians :

2:13.

The study of the Bible dernands our
most diligent effort and persevering
thought. As the miner digs for the
golden treasure in the earth, so ear-
nestly, persistently, must we seek for
the treasure of God’s word—Educa-
tion, 189:3.

13. As we read the Bible, what
else should we do? 1 Timothy 4:15.
In daily study the verse-by-verse

method is often most helpful. Let the
student take one verse, and concentrate
the mind on ascertaining the thought
that God has put into that verse for
him, and then dwell upon the thought
until it becomes his own. One passage
thus studied until its significance is
clear, is of more value than the perusal
of many chapters with no definite pur-
pose in view, and no positive instruction
gained.—Education, 189:4.

14. As we study God's word,
for what should we pray? Psalm
119:18; James 1:5, 6.

Never should the Bible be studied
without prayer. Before opening its
pages we should ask for the enlighten-
ment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be
given. . . . Jesus will see us . . . in
the secret places of prayer, if we will
seek Him for light, that we may know
what is truth. Angels from the world
of light will be with those who in hu-
mility of heart seek for divine guid-
ance.—Steps to Christ, 96:1.

15, Of what personal benefit is
the study of the Bible to the Chris-
tian? Psalm 119:9, 11.

Faith in God's word, prayerfully

» studied and practically applied, will be

our shield from Satan’s power, and will
bring us off conquerors through the
blood of Christ—Messages to Young
People, 61:2.

Only those who have been diligent
students of the Scriptures, and who
have received the love of the truth, will
be shielded from the powerful delusion
that takes the world captive. By the
Bible testimony these will detect the
deceiver in his disguise.—The Great
Controversy, 625:3.
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
Suggested Methods of Bible Study:

1. Read it reverently, -

Angels who are ever before the throne of God cover their faces
as they sing His praise. We should shut out of our minds all
worldly thoughts when we open the pages of the Book.

2. Read it slowly.

Let its truths have time to take root. “Be still, and know”
[Psalm 46:10], says the Mighty One. Be quiet, unhurried, that
you may hear His voice. Only so can you know your Bible. “The
Bible in the hand won’t do; the Bible in the head won’t do; but
the Bible in the heart means eternal life.”

3. Read it submissively.

The Bible is God’'s message to you. Through its pages, He will
speak to your heart, leading you into all truth. Come to this read-
ing in a submissive, teachable, obedient spirit, and you will be truly
taught of Him. “If any man willeth to do His will,” said Jesus, “he
shall know of the teaching.” [The Modern Reader’s Bible, Moulton,
John 7:17.]

4. Read it prayerfully.

“When you are reading a book in a dark room, and come to a
difficult part, you take it to a window to get more light. So take
your Bible to Christ.” Think not so much of the number of chapters
and verses as of your need, and the help which your Father is
waiting to send you through His word. And remember that your
progress in comprehension of the Bible will be measured by your
earnestness in prayer.

5. Read it daily.

“] am sorry for the men who do not read the Bible every day,”
said President Wilson. “Today,” is the word of inspiration. “To-
day . .. hear His voice”—and every day. Do not miss one, or
say to yourself, “Tomorrow.” What if, for you, tomorrow should
not come?

6. Read it first.

“The Bible ought to have the best time in the day; and for most
men, the best time in the day is the early morning hour.” No
matter what other books press their claims upon your time and
thought, do not open one till you have spent some time with the
Bible.

7. Read it last.

Come to the Book at nightfall. The day may bring temptation
and defeat, toil and weariness, grief and humiliation. Whatever
has come, we still need that which Jesus alone can bestow. “Come

unto Me, . . . and 1 will give” [Matthew 11:28], is His gracious
invitation. There is only one condition—Come. And how better can
21
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we come to Him than to sit down for a little space with His word,
telling Him our heart's need, and listening to His message to us?

8. Read it on the Sabbath.

How much better we should know the Bible if we read it more
upon the Sabbath! And we should keep the Sabbath better if we
read the Bible more. Sometimes we excuse ourselves for not read-
ing God’s word, on the plea of lack of time; but “there’s time to
read upon the Sabbath day.”—Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year,
x:1 to xi:2.

Texts to Remember:
Isaiah 28:10 2 Timothy 2:15

Define or Identify:

commentary interpretation study
compare precept understand
concentrate
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THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD
SUMMARY OF UNIT 1

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction

in righteousness:

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

It is proper and right to read the
Bible; but your duty does not end
there; for you are to search its pages
for yourselves. The knowledge of
God is not to be gained without men-
tal effort, without prayer for wisdom
in order that you may separate from
the ‘pure grain of truth the chaff with
which men and Satan have misrepre-
sented the doctrines of truth. Satan
and his confederacy of human agents
have endeavored to mix the chaff of
error with the wheat of truth. We
should diligently seek for the hid-
den treasure, and seek wisdom from
heaven in order to separate human in-
ventions from the divine commands.
The Holy Spirit will aid the seeker for
great and precious truths which re-
late to the plan of redemption. I
would impress upon all the fact that
a casual reading of the Scriptures is
not enough. We must search, and this
means the doing of all the word im-
plies. As the miner eagerly explores
the earth to discover its veins of gold,
50 you are to explore the word of God
for the hidden treasure that Satan has
so long sought to hide from man. The

Lord says, “If any man willeth to do
His will, he shall know of the teach-
ing.” John 7:17, R.V.—Fundamen-
tals of Christian Education, 307:2.

How We Got Our Bible

1. The Bible contains two Testa-
ments. How many books in each?

2. Name five important transla-
tions of the Bible.

3. Name five ways in which God
has communicated with man.

4. What does “apocrypha’” mean?

5. What is the difference between
the Apocrypha and the Apocalypse?

6. List six reasons why the Apoc-
rypha is rejected.

7. What religious group accepts
the Apocrypha?

8. Know into what divisions the
Bible is divided. See chart 1.




eep this oil well operating,
and A your lamp will
@ always be

supplied

We cannot expect the light of heaven to shine
through us unless our lives are lighted by truth.

Inspiration of the Bible
1. How did God communicate
with the prophets?

2. How do you prove that the
0Old Testament is inspired?

3. What portion only of the Bi-
ble did God write with His own
finger?

4, Mention several prophecies
which have been fulfilled.

5. Mention several things the Bi-
ble contains which reveal more
than human ability..

The Purpose of the Bz‘bge fpot
1. Name several ways the Bible

can help mankind to live better.

2. Be able to point out several
instances of the existence of Christ
before He was born in Bethlehem.
At least three in the Old Testament.

3. How does the Bible provide a
hope?

Power of the Word of God
1. Who is the Word?

2. Who was the active agent in
creation?

3. Name several examples of
power of Christ’s spoken words.

4. Give an example of a person
kept from sin by the word.

5. Mention instances of the power
of the word in the Old Testament.

How to Study the Bible

1. Who wrote “in which [in the
Scriptures] are some things hard to
be understood”? /. /-

2. Who is to “guidg"’ us into all
truth? Be specific. (

3. List the spiritual attitudes we
must reveal in order to understand

the Bible. B

4. Name a group of people men-
tioned as “more noble” because of
daily Bible study. !

W ho said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1. “The secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us

and to our children forever, that
we may do all the words of this
law.” Deuteronomy 29:29,
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THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD

2. “By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of His
mouth.” “For He spake, and it was
done; He commanded, and it stood
fast.” Psalm 33:6, 9.

3. “Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to Thy
word.” “Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin
against Thee.” Psalm 119:9, 11.

4. “For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a
little, and there a little.” Isaiah
28:10.

5. “Surely the Lord God will do
nothing, but He revealeth His se-
cret unto His servants the proph-
ets.” Amos 3:7.

6. “These are the words which
I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning Me.”
Luke 24:44. '

7. “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything
made that was made.” John 1:1-3.

8. “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the Only Begotten of the Fa-
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John 1:14.

9, “Search the Scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of
Me.” John 5:39.

10. “It is the spirit that quicken-
eth: the flesh profiteth nothing:
the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.”
John 6:63.

11. “Now all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our ad-
monition, upon whom the ends of
the world are come.” 1 Corinthians
10;11,

12. “All Scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable

I
|
ther,) full of grace and truth.”

"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think
ye have eternal life,

* is counsel for youth.
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for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in right-
eousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” 2 Tim-
othy 3:16, 17.

13. “Of which salvation the
prophets have inquired and
searched diligently, who prophe-
sied of the grace that ghould come
unto you: searching what, or what

manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify,
when It testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow.” 1 Peter 1:10,
11,

14. “For the prophecy came not
in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21.

UNIT 2

“Te Whole Family in Heaven and Barth”

The Godhead, or Trinity, consists of the Eternal Father, a
personal, spiritual Being, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient,
infinite in wisdom and love; the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Eternal Father, through whom all things were created
and through whom the salvation of the redeemed hosts will be
accomplished; the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Godhead,
the great regenerating power in the work of redemption.

Jesus Christ is very God, being of the same nature and
essence as the Eternal Father. While retaining His divine
nature He took upon Himself the nature of the human family,
lived on the earth as a man, exemplified in His life as our
Example the principles of righteousness, attested His relation-
ship to God by many mighty miracles, died for our sins on
the cross, was raised from the dead, and ascended to the
Father, where He ever lives to make intercession for us.

God “only hath immortality.” 1 Timothy 6:16. Mortal
man possesses a nature inherently sinful and dying. Eternal
life is the gift of God through faith in Christ. Romans 6:23.
“He that hath the Son hath life.” 1 John 5:12. Immortality
is bestowed upon the righteous at the second coming of Christ,
when the righteous dead are raised from the grave and the
living righteous translated to meet the Lord. Then it is that
those accounted faithful “put on immortality.” 1 Corinthians
15:51-55.

! : “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
| and the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with
you all” 2 Corinthians 13:14.
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THE GODHEAD OR TRINITY

The Lord our (:J‘od is one Lord. Deuteronomy 6:4.

Three distinct agencies, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, work
together for human beings. They are
united in the work of making the
church on earth like the church in
heaven. They place the resources of
heaven at the disposal of those who
will appreciate and impart these spir-
itual treasures, multiplying them by
using them to the glory of God. Every
diligent effort to improve adds to the
gifts we have. The powers of heaven
work with human beings on the plan
of multiplication.—Manuscript, April
19, 1900.

Christ, the Word, the Only Begot-
ten of God, was one with the Eternal
Father,—one in nature, in character,
in purpose,—the only being that could
enter into all the counsels and pur-
poses of God.—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 34:1.

The Unity of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit

1. Identify the three persons of
the Godhead, Matthew 28:19; 2 Co-
rinthians 13:14; 1 John 5:7.

2. Although there are three per-
sons in the Godhead, how are they
represented in the Bible? Deuter-
onomy 6:4; John 10:30; Ephesians
4:5, 6.

While God the Father, God the
Son, and the Holy Spirit are three
separate and distinct beings, yet
they are “one in nature, in charac-
ter, in purpose” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, 34:1), working in such
close relationship as to be one. Mo-
ses endeavored to explain this truth
to Israel when he said, “The Lord
our God is one Lord.” Deuteron-
omy 6:4, (Italics ours.)

The unity that exists between Christ
and His disciples does not destroy the
personality of either. They are one in
purpose, in mind, in character, but not
in person. It is thus that God and
Christ are one—The Ministry of Heal-
ing, 422:1.

It is the same God from whom,
through whom, and by whom are all
things, who is at once the Father who
provides, the Son who accomplishes,
and the Spirit who applies, redemption.
—John D, Davis, The Westminster Dic-
tionary of the Bible, article, “God.”

The Godhead was stirred with pity
for the race, and the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves
to the working out of the plan of re-
demption.—Counsels on Health, 222:2.

3. How did the three members of
the Godhead work together in the
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The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are
one in purpose and plan for our salvation.

creation of the world? Genesis 1:2,
26; Hebrews 1:1, 2.

The Father is the source, the Son the
intermediary, and the Holy Spirit is
the medium through which the creation
came into being.—LeRoy E. Froom,
The Coming of the Comforter, 49:1.

4. How do they work together in
the plan of redemption?

In the redemption of sinful man
the Father gives, the Son yields,
and the Holy Spirit impresses.

5.In the following texts what
characteristic do you find possessed
by each member of the Godhead?
John 3:16; Ephesians 5:2; Romans
15:30,

God, the Father

.6. How are we to address the
First Person of the Godhead? Mat-
thew 6:9.

7. What are some of the offices
of the Father as presented in the
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Scriptures? Genesis 1:1; Daniel
7:9, 10,

8. What does God have in Him-
self? John 5:26.

9. Does God have a personality?

The Father and the Son each have a
personality.—Testimonies, vol. 9, 68:2,

God, the Son

10. Who is Jesus, what positions
does He occupy, and what has He
done?

a. “The Word,” “all things were
made by Him.” John 1:1-3.

b. “The Word was made flesh.”
John 1:14.

c. ‘fThe brightness of His [Fa-
ther’s] glory.” Hebrews 1:1-3.

d. “The Apostle and High Priest.”
Hebrews 3:1.

e. “The precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.” 1 Peter 1:18, 19,

f. “An advocate with the Fa-
ther.” 1 John 2:1.

g. “Faithful and True. . . . The
Word of God.” Revelation 19:11-
16.

11. Compare the Son with the Fa-
ther. John 14:28; Hebrews 1:;2, 3.

12. What valuable gift did the
Son receive from the Father? John
5:26; 10:17, 18.

13. How did Jesus address the
Father? John 17:11, 21, 24, 25,

As recorded in the Gospels, Je-
sus, when referring to God, used
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the expression ‘“My Father” fifty-
seven times.

God, the Holy Spirit

14. What does the Holy Spirit
do? Genesis 1:2; John 14:26;
15:26; 16:8, 13, 14.

15. In harmony with what does
He work? Isaiah 8:20.

Sin could be resisted and overcome
only through the mighty agency of
the Third Person of the Godhead, who
would come with no modified energy,
but in the fullness of divine power.—
The Desire of Ages, 671:2.

The operations of the Spirit are
always in harmony with the written
word.—The Acts of the Apostles, 284:2.

16. Study the following refer-
ences carefully and decide whether
or not the Holy Spirit has a per-
sonality:

a. Can be tempted, or lied to.
Acts 5:3, 4, 9.

b. Ias a mind. Romans 8:27.

c. Loves. Romans 15:30.

d. Knows the things of man. 1
Corinthians 2:11.

e. Wills. 1 Corinthians 12:11.

f. May be communed with. 2 Co-
rinthians 13:14.

g. May be grieved. Ephesians
4:30.

We need to realize that the Holy
Spirit . . . is as much a person as God
is a person—Ellen G. White, Manu-
script 66, 1899.

The Holy Spirit is Christ's repre-
sentative, but divested of the person-
ality of humanity, and independent
thereof.—The Desire of Ages, 669:2;
also Review and Herald, Nov. 19, 1908.

17. Ts it necessary to understand
or define the Holy Spirit?

It is not essential for us to be able to
define just what the Holy Spirit is. . ..

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a
mystery. Men cannot explain it, be-
cause the Lord has not revealed it to
them. Men having fanciful views may
bring together passages of Scripture
and put a human construction on them;
but the acceptance of these views will
not strengthen the church. Regarding
such mysteries, which are too deep for
human understanding, silence is golden.
_ The Acts of the Apostles, 51:3; 52:1,

18. Who “moved’” upon “the holy
men of God” to write the prophe-
cies? 2 Peter 1:21.

Remember:

1. It is encouraging to know that the three members of
the Godhead, who have co-operated in all things since the
beginning, are still co-operating in the redemption of the

human race.

9. At the baptism of Jesus all three persons of the God-

THE GODHEAD OR TRINITY

thew 3:17.) ; the Son was praying on the bank of the Jordan
(if'he.Deswe of Ages, 111:3); and the Spirit descended upon
Him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16).

3.. ’I‘.he Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, powers infinite and
or}'mlsment, receive those who truly enter into covenant relation
with God. They are present at every baptism, to receive the candi-
dates who have renounced the world, and have received Christ into
the soul temple. These candidates have entered into the family of
God, and their names are inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life.—
Ellen G. White, Manuscript, April 19, 1900. .

Texts to Remember:

Deuteronomy 6:4 Ephesians 4:5,6  Hebrews 1:1, 2
John 3:12 ’

Define or Identify:

Godhead omnipotent omniscient
mystery omnipresent Trinity

head, or Trinity, were present. The Father spoke, saying,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mat-
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«MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER?”

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

1 John 4:8.

The more we study the divine
character in the light of the cross,
the more we see mercy, tenderness,
and forgiveness blended with equity
and justice, and the more clearly we
discern innumerable evidences of a
love that is infinite, and a tender pity
surpassing a mother’s yearning sym-
pathy for her wayward child.—Steps
to Christ, 18:0.

A Personal Being

1. Speaking with the Samaritan
woman, how did Jesus refer to the
Father? John 4:24.

The mighty power that works
through all nature and sustains all
things is not, as some men of science
represent, merely an all-pervading prin-
ciple, an actuating energy. God is a
Spirit; yet He is a personal Being; for
so He has revealed Himself—The Min-
istry of Healing, 413:1. (See Jeremiah
10:10, 11.)

9. Has man ever seen God? Exo-
dus 33:20-23; 1 Timothy 6:16.

3. Does God have a definite
form? Genesis 1:26, 27; Daniel
T7:9, 13,

Man was to bear God’s image, both

in outward resemblance and in charac-
ter. Christ alone is “the express im-
age” (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but
man was formed in the likeness of God.
. . . He was holy and happy in bear-
ing the image of God, and in perfect
obedience to His will.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 45:2.

4. What do the following texts
reveal about God?

a. His presence is spoken of as
“My glory.” Exodus 33:22.

b. “Upon the likeness of the
throne was the likeness as the ap-
pearance of a man above upon it
Ezekiel 1:26-28.

¢. Because of His appearance He
is called “the Ancient of Days.”
Daniel 7:9.

5. What is said of Jesus’ resem-
blance to the Father? Colossians
1:15; Hebrews 1:1-3.

6. How far should we go in seek-
ing to understand the mystery of
God’s being? Deuteronomy 29:29.

“Those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children for-
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The love of God was revealed in the life of
Jesus—the “‘express image’” of His Father.

ever;” but “the secret things belong
unto the Lord our God.” Deuteronomy
29:29. The revelation of Himself that
God has given in His word is for our
study. This we may seek to understand.
But beyond this we are not to pene-
trate. The highest intellect may tax
itself until it is wearied out in con-
jectures regarding the nature of God;
but the effort will be fruitless. This
problem has not been given us to solve.
No human mind can comprehend God.
Let not finite man attempt to interpret
Him. Let none indulge in speculation
regarding His nature. Here silence
is eloguence. The Omniscient One is
above discussion.—Testimonies, vol. 8,
279:1.

Characteristics Revealed

7.0On Mount Sinai what char-
acteristics of God were impressed
upon Moses? Exodus 34:6, 7.

8. How much may we depend
upon God? Deuteronomy 10:17,
18; 34:4; James 1:17.

9. What is the basis of all God's
33

dealings with His creatures? John
3:16; 1 John 4:8.

10. Who only has immortality?
1 Timothy 6:16.

11. What does the Father have
in Himself and what did He give
to the Son? John 5:26.

12. How is the true God dis-
tinguished from false gods? Isa-
iah 40:26-28; 45:11, 12; Jeremiah
10:10-12,

How God Is Revealed

13. In whom is a perfect reve-
lation of the Father seen? Mat-
thew 11:27; John 14:8-11; He-
brews 1:2, 3.

“His name.shall be called Immanuel,
. .. God with us” [Matthew 1:23, mar-
ginl. . . . From the days of eternity -
the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the
Father: He was ‘“‘the image of God”
[2 Corinthians 4:4], the image of His
greatness and majesty, “the outshining
of His glory” [Hebrews 1:3; see New
Testament in Basic English]. It was
to manifest this glory that He came to
our world. To this sin-darkened earth
He came to reveal the light of God’'s
love,—to be “God with us.” . ..

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus
was to reveal God both to men and to
angels—The Desire of Ages, 19:1, 2.

14. Give another means of the
revelation of God to man. Psalm
19:1; Romans 1:19, 20.

15. What is the primary purpose
of the Bible? Romans 1:16, 17.

Nature and revelation alike testify
to God’s love.—Steps to Christ, 9:1.

16. What benefit is there in know-
ing Him as a personal God? John
17:3.
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Tt is not enough to possess a the-
oretical or even a Biblical knowl-
edge of God. We must know Him
as a personal Friend. It is our privi-
lege to know Him .through Bible
study, through the revelation of
nature, and, above all, through per-
sonal contact in prayer. This is a
daily experience.

Although God dwells not in temples

made with hands, yet He honors with
His presence the assemblies of His peo-
ple. He has promised that when they
come together to seek Him, to acknowl-
edge their sins, and to pray for one
another, He will meet with them by His
Spirit. But those who assemble to wWor-
ship Him should put away every evil
thing. Unless they worship Him in
gpirit and truth and in the beauty of
holiness, their coming together will be
of no avail.—Prophets and Kings, 50:1.

Remember:

Though God is “the high and lofty One that inhabiteth

eternity,”’ yet:

a. Our God is a tender, merciful Father, . .. [our] best Friend.

—Steps to Christ, 108:2.

b. God is ready and willing to hear the sincere prayer of the
humblest of His children.—S{eps fo Christ, 98:1.

c. We may walk with Him as did Enoch and one day
walk through the gates of the Holy City into His very

presence.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 34:6, 7 John 14:8, 9 1 John 4:8
John 4:24 Romans 1:16, 17

Define or Explain:
a personal being Deity “express image”
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THE ANGELS

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation? Hebrews 1:14.

The connection of the visible with
the invisible world, the ministration
of angels of God, and the agency of
evil spirits, are plainly revealed in
the Scriptures, and inseparably inter-
woven with human history. There is
a growing tendency to disbelief in the
existence of evil spirits, while the holy
angels that “minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation” (Hebrews
1:14), are regarded by many as the
spirits of the dead. But the Scriptures
not only teach the existence of angels,
both good and evil, but present un-
questionable proof that these are not
the disembodied spirits of dead men.
—Tbhe Great Controversy, 511:1.

Nature of Angels
1. How do men compare with
angels? Psalm 8:4, 5.

2. What is said of the strength
and character of angels? Psalm
103:20, 21.

3. In what respect do angels dif-
fer from men? Hebrews 1:13, 14.

Angels are in nature superior to
men—The Great Controversy, 511:2.

4. What do the following texts
teach about the number of an-
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gels? Psalm 68:17; Hebrews 12:22;
Revelation 5:11.

5. What responsibility do angels
have toward those who fear God?
Psalm 34:7.

He would sooner send every angel
out of glory to the relief of faithful
souls, to make a hedge about them,
than have them deceived and led away
by the lying wonders of Satan—FEarly
Writings, 88:1.

6. Why did Jesus say, “Take
heed that ye despise not one of

Angels have been assigned to work with us
if we are willing to follow God’s clear plan,

e\
(ULD-YOU
( LIKE TO

One sure way is by
i entertaining one or g
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charges/




qurielr appeared to the virgin Mary and
told her she would have a Son, Jesus.

these little ones”? Matthew 18:10.

7. Instances of angel deliver-
ances:

a. Elisha at Dothan. 2 Kings
6:14-17.

b. Destruction of Sennacherib’s
army. Isaiah 37:33-36.

¢. Daniel delivered from the lions’
den. Daniel 6:22.

d. Peter delivered from prison.
Acts 12:6-11.

8. Instances of angels’ talking
with human beings:

a. With Gideon by the wine press.
Judges 6:11-18.

b. With Manoah and his wife.
Judges 13:2-21.

¢. In answer to Daniel’s prayer.
Daniel 9:20-27.

d. To Zacharias regarding his
son-to-be. Luke 1:5-20.

e. With Mary regarding the birth
of Jesus. Luke 1:26-31.

9. What important work will the
angels have in connection with the
coming of Christ? Matthew 24:30,
31.

10. How many of the heavenly
angels will accompany Jesus when
He comes in glory? Matthew 25:31;
Revelation 8:1.

When the Lord appears, He comes
with all the holy angels with Him., Mat-
thew 25:31. When all the heavenly
harpers leave the courts above to come
to this earth with their divine Lord as
He descends to gather the fruit of His
redeeming work, will there not be si-
lence in heaven? The length of this
period of silence, if we consider it pro-
phetic time, would be about seven days.
— The Prophecies of Daniel and the
Revelation, 473:3.

The Angels That Sinned

11. What did God do to the an-
gels that sinned? Revelation 12:7-9.

12. For what are the sinful an-
gels being reserved? 2 Peter 2:4;
Jude 6.

13. What is the work of Satan,
the leader of the evil angels, and,
therefore, of the evil angels them-
selves? Mark 1:13; 1 Peter 5:8.

14. On what condition will the
devil flee? James 4:7.

15. By what agencies are the na-
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tions to be gathered together to God Almighty”? Revelation 16:13,
“the battle of that great day of 14.

Remember;

1. Angels of God, that ascend and descend the ladder that Jacob
saw in vision, will help every soul, who will, to climb even to the
highest heaven. They are guarding the people of God, and watch-
ing how every step is taken.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald,
Aug. 19, 1884.

2. By the holy beings surrounding His throne, the Lord keeps up
a constant communication with the inhabitants of the earth.—
Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, July 20, 1897.

3. Angels have their places assigned them in connection with
the human agents on earth. They will work through every person
who will submit himself to labor in Heaven's ways; therefore, not
one human being should be cast aside or left with no part to act.—
Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, July 9, 1895.

4, The angels cannot take our place, but they stand ready to
co-operate with us in drawing souls to Christ; and they are solicit-
ing us to work in fellowship with them.—Ellen G. White, Signs of
the Times, Dec. 10, 1896.

5. When the Lord sees the youth studying the life and lessons of
Christ, He gives His angels charge over them, to keep them in all
their ways, as He gave His angels charge over Jesus, His beloved
Son.—Ellen G. White, Youth’s Instructor, Aug. 23, 1894.

6. Angels of God will preserve His people while they walk in
the path of duty, but there is no assurance of such protection for
those who deliberately venture upon Satan’s ground.—Testimonies,

vol. 5, 198:1.
Texts to Remember:
Psalm 8:4, 5 Hebrews 1:13, 14
Matthew 24:30, 31 Revelation 5:11
Define or Identify:

angel messenger reaper
cherubim seraphim
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THE BEGINNING OF EVIL

Patriarchs and Prophets, 33:1 to 43:1

To many minds, the origin of sin
and the reason for its existence are a
source of great perplexity. They see
the work of evil, with its terrible re-
sults of woe and desolation, and they
question how all this can exist under
the sovereignty of Onme who is in-
finite in wisdom, in power, and in
love. . . .

It is impossible to explain the origin
of sin so as to give a reason for its
existence. Yet enough may be under-
stood concerning both the origin and
the final disposition of sin, to make
fully manifest the justice and benevo-
lence of God in all His dealings with
evil. . . . Sin is an intruder, for whose
presence no reason can be given. It is
mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse
it, is to defend it. Could excuse for it

‘be found, or cause be shown for its

existence, it would cease to be sin.—
The Great Controversy, 492:1, 2.

Principles of God’s
Government

1. Upon what principle is the
government of God based? Mat-
thew 22:36-40; 1 John 4:38,

9. What choice and what ad-
monition are given us as to what
we should choose? Deuteronomy
30:19; Joshua 24:15, 22: Revela-~
tion 22:17.

The law of love being the foundation
of the government of God, the happi-
ness of all intelligent beings depends
upon their perfect accord with its great
principles of righteousness. God de-
sires from all His creatures the service
of love,—service that springs from an
appreciation of His character. He takes
no pleasure in a forced obedience; and
to all He grants freedom of will, that
they may render Him voluntary serv-
ice.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 34:3.

Who Sinned First

3. With what member of the an-
gelic host did sin originate? Izek-
iel 28:12-15; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8.

4. What group of created beings
sinned with this heretofore cover-
ing cherub? 2 Peter 2:4; Revela-
tion 12:7.

5. Has Satan always been a sin-
ful being? Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezek-
iel 28:14, 15; John 8:44. “And [Sa-
tan] abode not in the truth.” John
8:44, (Italics ours.)

6. Note carefully the description
of Lucifer, now Satan, but then a
covering cherub, as given in Ezek-
iel 28:12-117.

7. What desire led Satan to re-
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volt against the authority of God?
Isaiah 14:13, 14.

Little by little, Lucifer came to in-
dulge the desire for self-exaltation. ...
Not content with his position, though
honored above the heavenly host, he
ventured to covet homage due alone to
;}%e Creator.—Patriarchs and Prophets,

2

8. What led Satan to harbor
envy, jealousy, and hatred of God
in his heart?

He [Satan] wished to be consulted
concerning the formation of man, and
because he was not, he was filled with
envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired
to receive the highest honors in heaven
next to God—Early Writings, 145:1.

9. How many of the heavenly
angels did Lucifer lead to unite
with him in his rebellion? Revela-
tion 12:3, 4, 9.

Satan in his rebellion took a third

part of the angels.—Testimonies, vol. 3,
115:0.

War in Heaven

10. Did God exclude the rebel
host from heaven as soon as their
disaffection was discovered?

In great mercy, according to His
divine character, God bore long with
Lucifer. . . .

A compassionate Creator, in yearn-
ing pity for Lucifer and his followers,
was seeking to draw them back from
the abyss of ruin into which they were
about to plunge. . . .

God permitted Satan to carry for- |

ward his work until the spirit of dis-
affection ripened into active revolt. It
was necessary for his [Satan’s] plans
to be fully developed, that their true
nature and tendency might be seen by
2;1.;Patriaroias and Prophets, 39:1, 2;
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11. When rebellion broke out in
heaven, how did God take care of
the situation? What evidence is
there of the supreme loyalty of
the unfallen angels? Luke 10:18;
Revelation 12:7-9,

There was war in heaven. Angels
were engaged in the battle; Satan
wished to conquer the Son of God, and
those who were submissive to His will.
But the good and true angels prevailed,
and Satan, with his followers, was

driven from heaven.—Early Writings,
146:0.

12. What will be the final end of
Satan and his angels? Isaiah 14:15,
16; Ezekiel 28:17-19; Malachi 4:1;
Revelation 20:9, 10, 14,

Jesus Christ conquered Satan by His vic-
torious life and by His death on the cross.

©s.r.c.K.

|
|
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W by God Did Not Destroy
Satan

13. Why did God permit Satan
to live and carry on his work?

Tt was necessary for his [Satan’s]
plans to be fully developed. . . .

Evil must be permitted to come to
maturity. For the good of the entire
universe through ceaseless ages, Satan
must more fully develop his principles,
that his charges against the divine gov-
ernment might be seen in their true
light by all created beings, that the
justice and mercy of God and the im-
mutability of His law might forever be
placed beyond all question.—The Greatl
Controversy, 497:1; 499:0.

14. What event sounded Satan’s
death knell? John 19:30.
In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is

finished,” the death knell of Satan was
rung.—The Great Conilroversy, 503:3.

Satan Can Be Overcome

15. In view of Satan’s past his-
tory and present activity, what are
we counseled to do? James 4:7;
1 Peter 5:8, 9.

16. How may we overcome Sa-
tan? 2 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians
6:11-18; Jude 24; Revelation 12:10,
11.

Remember:

1. The anointed ones standing by the Lord of the whole earth,
have the position once given to Satan as covering cherub.—Ellen
G. White, Review and Herald, July 20, 1897.

9. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the light of God’s glory. To

him as to no other created being was given a revelation of God's
love. Understanding the character of God, knowing His goodness,
Satan chose to follow his own selfish, independent will. This choice
was final. There was no more that God could do to save him.—The
Desire of Ages, T61:5. .

3. Satan had deelared that God knew nothing of self-denial, of
mercy and love, but that He was stern, exacting, and unforgiving.
Satan never tested the forgiving love of God; for he never exer-
cised genuine repentance. His representations of God were incor-
rect—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, March 9, 1897.

4, Satan knows better than many professed Christians what is
written, for he is a diligent student of the Bible, and he works to
pervert the truth, and lead men into the paths of disobedience.
__FEllen G. White, Signs of the Times, Aug. 28, 1893.

5. Christian friends, do not be deceived by the fast-spreading
delusion that Satan has no existence. Just as surely as we have a
personal Saviour, we have also a personal adversary, cruel and
cunning, who ever watches our steps, and plots to lead us astray.
Wherever the opinion is entertained that he does not exist, there he
is most busy. When we least suspect his presence, he is gaining ad-

40

THE BEGINNING OF EVIL
vantage over us.—Ellen G. White, Sigus of the Times, Aug. 19, 1886.

6. There are Christians who think and speak altogether too
much about the power of Satan. They think of their adversary,
they pray about him, they talk about him, and he looms up greater
and greater in their imagination. Itis true that Satanisa powerful
being; but, thank God, we have a mighty Saviour, who cast out the
evil one from heaven.—The Desire of Ages, 493:1.

Texts to Remember:

Deuteronomy 30:19 Ezekiel 28:12-18
Isaiah 14:12-14 Revelation 12:7-19

Define or Identify:

covering cherub jealousy sin
government pride
41
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CREATION

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

Genesis 1:1.

The great Jehovah had laid the
foundations of the earth; He had
dressed the whole world in the garb
of beauty, and had filled it with
things useful to man; He had created
all the wonders of the land and of the
sea. In six days the great work of
creation had been accomplished. And
God “rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had made.
And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it He
had rested from all His work which
God created and made.” Genesis 2:2,
3. God looked with satisfaction upon
the work of His hands. All was per-

The same Eternal One who created this world
is our Saviour. He has redeemed us from sin.

*THOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING
HAST LAID THE FOUNDATION OF
THE EARTH; AND THE HEAVENS ARE
THE WORK OF THINE HANDS"

"HIS RIGHT HAND,AND
HIS HOLY ARM, HATH
GOTTEN HIM THE

VICTORY!

Ps. 901

fect, worthy of its divine Author, and
He rested, not as one weary, but as
well pleased with the fruits of His
wisdom and goodness and the mani-
festations of His glory.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 47:2.

The Creation, When? by
Whom? How? How Long?

1. What is the Bible answer to
the question, When did God create
the world? Genesis 1:1.

2. Who was the Creator? Gene-
sis 1:1, 26; Hebrews 1:1, 2.

3. How did God create the world?
Psalm 33:6, 9.

4. What can you say as fo the
length of time God used in the
creation? Exodus 20:11.

5. How long was a day of cre-
ation? Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23,
31; 2:1-3.

“The evening and the morning
were

the first day.” Genesis 1:5.

the second day.” Genesis 1:8.
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the third day.” Genesis 1:13.
the fourth day.”” Genesis'1:19.
the fifth day.” Genesis 1:23.
the sixth day.” Genesis 1:31.
the seventh day. Genesis 2:1-3.

The Bible recognizes no long ages in
which the earth was slowly evolved
from chaos. Of each successive day of
creation, the Sacred Record declares
that it consisted of the evening and the
morning, like all other days that have
followed. At the close of each day is
given the result of the Creator’s work.
The statement is made at the close of
the first week's record, ‘“These are
the generations of the heavens and of
the earth when they were created.”
Genesis 2:4. But this does not convey
the idea that the days of creation were
other than literal days. Each day was
called a generation, because that in it
God generated, or produced, some new
portion of His work—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 112:1.

6. With what limitations did God
make plants and animals? Genesis
1413, 42, 91,25,

Each was to “yield” or “bring
forth” “after his kind.”

Moan Created
7. What is man called?

Above all lower orders of being, God
designed that man, the crowning work
of His creation, should express His
thought and reveal His glory.—The
Ministry of Heoling, 415:3. (Italics
ours.)

8. In whose likeness was man
created, and what was the domin-
ion that was given to him? Genesis
1:26, 27.

9. How wag man created? Gene-
sis 2:7.

formed
man of

God and

l;“?éthed into
his nostrils

the dust

and man became a
living soul.

the breath of life,

Eve Created

10. What was the significance of
the manner in which God created
Eve? Genesis 2:21, 22,

God Himself gave Adam a compan-
ion. He provided “an help meet for
him” (Genesis 2:20)—a helper corre-
sponding to him—one who was fitted to
be his companion, and who could be
one with him in love and sympathy.
Eve was created from a rib taken from
the side of Adam, signifying that she
was not to control him as the head, nor
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to be trampled under his feet as an in-
ferior, but to stand by his side as an
equal, to be loved and protected by
him. A part of man, bone of his bone,
and flesh of his flesh, she was his sec-
ond self; showing the close union and
the affectionate attachment that should
exist in this relation.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 46:2,

Work of Each Day

11. What specific things were
created on each day of creation
week? Genesis 1:1 to 2:3.
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THE FALL OF MAN

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered int_o the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned. Romans 5:12.

Patriarchs and Propbets, 52:1 to 62:3

The warning given to our first par-
ents—In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gene-
sis 2:17)—did not imply that they
were to die on the very day wht_m
they partook of the forbidden fruit.
But on that day the irrevocable sen-
tence would be pronounced. Immor-
tality was promised them on condition
of obedience; by transgression they
would forfeit eternal life. That very
day they would be doomed to death.
—Patriarchs and Propbets, 60:2.

Man on Probation in Eden

1. What restriction was placed
on Adam and Eve in their Eden
home? Genesis 2:16, 17; Patriarchs
and Prophets, 53:3.

9, Why were they given the
power of choice?

Though created innocent and holy,
our first parents were not placed be-
yond the possibility of wrongdoing.
God might have created them without
the power to transgress His reguire-
ments; but in that case there could
have been no development of charac-

ter: their service would not have been
voluntary, but forced. Therefore, He
gave them the power of choice—the
power to yield or to withhold_ ob‘e-
dience. And before they could receive in
fullness the blessings He desired to
impart, their love and loyalty must be
tested.—Education, 23:1.

3. What was fully explained to
our first parents?

Our first parents were not left with-
out a warning of the danger that
threatened them. Heavenly messen-
gers opened to them the history qf
Satan’s fall, and his plots for their
destruction, unfolding more fully the
nature of the divine government, which
the prince of evil was trying to over-
throw. It was by disobedience to the
just commands of God that Satan and
his host had fallen. How important,
then, that Adam and Eve should honor
that law by which alone it was possible
for order and equity to be maintained.
__Patriarchs and Prophets, 52:2.

4. Where only could Satan tempt
the holy pair?
Satan was not to follow them with
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continual temptations; he could have
access to them only at the forbidden
tree.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 53:3.

The Enemy Visits the Garden

5. Why did Satan choose the ser-
pent as his medium? Genesis 3:1.

The serpent was then one of the
wisest and most beautiful creatures on
the earth.—Patriarchs and Prophets,
53:4.

6. What prompted Eve in the
choice she made? Genesis 3:6.

7. What one thing led Eve to
her fall? Genesis 3:13.

Eve really believed the words of Sa-
tan, but her belief did not save her
from the penalty of sin. She disbelieved
the words of God, and this was what
led to her fall. In the judgment, men
will not be condemned because they
conscientiously believed a lie, but be-
cause they did not believe the truth,
because they neglected the opportunity
of learning what is truth.—Pairiarchs
and Prophets, 55:2.

8. When Adam knew Eve had
transgressed God’s command, why
did he eat of the fruit? 1 Timothy
2:14.

Adam had enjoyed the companion-
ship of God and of holy angels. He had
looked upon the glory of the Creator..
He understood the high destiny opened
to the human race should they remain
faithful to God. Yet all these blessings
were lost sight of in the fear of losing
that one gift which in his eyes out-
valued every other. Love, gratitude,
loyalty to the Creator,—all were over-
borne by love to Eve.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 56:2.

9. What was the immediate ef-

fect of their transgression? Gene-
sis 3:6.
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404e FIRST
= ADAM
A foiled in the

7k
]

'SECOND ADAM"
gained a
GLORIOUS
VICTORY

and we may,,
claim His

victor:
ictory

Jesus Christ won back for man all that he
had lost by yielding to the snares of Satan.

It was grateful to the taste, and as
she [Evel] ate, she seemed to feel a
vivifying power, and imagined herself
entering upon a higher state of exist-
ence.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 56:0.

After his transgression, Adam at
first imagined himself entering upon
a higher state of existence.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 57:1.

10. Then what reaction came to
the guilty pair? Genesis 3:7.

But soon the thought of his sin filled
him with terror. The air .. . seemed
to chill the guilty pair. The love and
peace which had been theirs was gone,
and in its place they felt a sense of sin,
a dread of the future, a nakedness of
soul.—Patrigrchs and Prophets, 57:1.

11. What curse was pronounced
on the serpent? the man? the
woman? the ground? Genesis 3:14-
19.

12, Why was man driven from
the garden? Genesis 3:22, 23.

13. What has come to the whole
human family as a result of Adam’s
sin? Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12.
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Remember:

1. Temptation is not sin, and is no indication that God is dis-
pleased with us. The Lord suffers us to be tempted, but He meas-
ures every temptation, and apportions it according to our power to
resist and overcome evil. It is in time of trial and temptation that
we are enabled to measure the degree of our faith and trust in
God, and to estimate the stability of our Christian character.—
Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Dec. 18, 1893.

2. Many claim that it was impossible for Christ to be overcome
by temptation. . . . If we have in any sense a more trying conflict
than had Christ, then He would not be able to succor us. But our
Saviour took humanity, with all its Jiabilities. He took the nature
of man, with the possibility of yielding to temptation. We have
nothing to bear which He has not endured—The Desire of Ages,

117:2.

3. When assailed by temptation, look not to circumstances or to
the weakness of self, but to the power of the word.—The Desire of

Ages, 123:4.

4. Through faithfulness in the Christian life the soul is braced
to withstand sudden assaults of temptation; for the true Christian
learns to depend upon Christ for strength and grace. When the
first temptation is met and resisted, the second is more easily met
and resisted. We may be able to resist every temptation that
assails the heart by calling upon our mighty Deliverer.—Ellen G.
White, Signs of the Times, Dec. 18, 1893.

5. We should study the Bible more that we may become familiar
with the promises of God; then when Satan comes in, flooding the
soul with his temptations, as he surely will, we may meet him with,
“Tt is written.” [Matthew 4:4.1 We may be shut in by the promises
of God, which will be as a wall of fire.—Ellen G. White, Signs of
the Times, May 22, 1884, ’

Texts to Remember:

Genesis 2:16, 17 Romans 5:12
Define and Identify:
forbidden fruit temptation tree of life
medium test
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THE WHOLE FAMILY IN HEAVEN
AND EARTH

SUMMARY OF UNIT 2

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all

Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14.

We behold the image of God re-
flected, as in a mirror, in the works of
nature and in His dealings with men;
but then [in the earth made new] we
shall see Him face to face, without a
dimming veil between. . . .

The loves and sympathies which
God Himself has planted in the soul,
shall there find truest and sweetest

exercise. The pure communion with

holy beings, the harmonious social life
with the blessed angels and with the
faithful ones of all ages, who have
washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb, the
sacred ties that bind together “the
whole family in heaven and earth”
(Ephesians 3:15),—these help to
constitute the happiness of the re-
deemed.

There, immortal minds will con~
template with never-failing delight
the wonders of creative power, the
mysteries of redeeming love. There
will be no cruel, deceiving foe to
tempt to forgetfulness of God. Every
faculty will be developed, every ca-
pacity increased. . . .

All the treasures of the universe
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will be open to the study of God’s
redeemed. . . . Upon all things, from
the least to the greatest, the Creator’s
name is written, and in all are the
riches of His power displayed.—The
Great Controversy, 676:4 to 677:3.

The Godbhead or Trinity

1. Who are united in the work of
making the church on earth like
the church in heaven?

2. How should we address the
First Person of the Godhead?

3. Who is our advocate with the
Father? 1 John 2:1.

4, Why cannot men explain the
nature of the Holy Spirit?

5. Regarding such mysteries,
what is said to be golden?

“My Father and Your Father”

1. What is more clearly revealed
as we study the divine character
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in the light of the cross of Christ?

2. Harmonize this statement:
“God is a Spirit; yet He is a per-
sonal being.”

3. By citations from the Scrip-
tures prove that God has.a form.

4. Point out several character-
istics of God.

5. State three principal ways by
which God is revealed to man.

6. With what will God reward
those who know Him and His Son?

The Angels
1. What is a popular belief re-
garding eyil_spirits and angels?

2. What is the nature of angels?

3. What is the work of angels? _~

4. Give several instances where
angels have intervened in behalf
of man. [-b

5. Sketch the part angels will
play in connection with Christ’s
second coming.

6. What is the work of Satan and
his evil angels? ' : ¢

T he Beginning of Evil

1. Why is it impossible to explain
the origin of sin so as to give a
reason for its existence? ||

2. What is the underlymg{prin-
ciple of God’s government‘? [ 60

3. In what does \God take no

pleasure? ..l

4, State the underlymg causes of
war in heaven. /;/ { o .

5. Explain this statement: “Evil
must be permitted to come to ma-
turity.”” -

P t .

6. How only can Satan, and sin
in the world, be overcome?

C)'( PN
)

Creation

1. What did God say as He
looked upon His work of creation?
Why?

2. How was the Work of creation
accomplished? ¢

3. How only may we understand
this?

4. What was the crowning work
of God's creation? -/’ Cai~

5. Explain the differences be-
tween man and all other creatures.

6 What was the purpose of God

in creating Eve from a rib taken,

from Adam’s SIde"

7. Point out several ways in

which the Sabbath is a blessmg

£

to man. /

8. Name the thmgs created on
each day of creation week.

The Fall of Man

1. Give a clear explanation of
the following statement made by
God: “In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.”
Genesis 2:17.

2. Why was man ‘placed on pro-

bation in Eden‘? A e

3. Wh_y dici Satan not appear to
Eve as an ange} of dazzling 1igh4_c‘§

)
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4. For what deeds will men be

condemned in the day of Judg-
ment? :

/

5. Was banishment from the gar-

den an arbitrary act of God, or was y

it for man’s eternal good?
L -

Who said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1. “Let the earth bring forth
grass, the herb yielding seed, and
the fruit tree yielding fruit after
his kind, whose seed is in itself,
upon the earth.” Genesis 1:11.
(Italics ours.)

2. “Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.”” Genesis
2:16, 17.

3. “The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffer-
ing, and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty; visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren, and upon the children’s chil-
dren, unto the third and to the
fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6, 7.

4, “The Lord our God is one
Lord.” Deuteronomy 6:4.

5. “I call heaven and earth to
record this day against you, that
I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing: there-
fore choose life, that both thou and

thy seed may live.” Deuteronomy
30:19,

6. “What is man, that Thou art
mindful of him? and the son of

ol

man, that Thou visitest him? For
Thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast crowned

him with glory and honor.” Psalm
8:4, 5.

7. “How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
ing! how art thou cut down to the
ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I
will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will.sit also upon
the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north: I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the Most High.” Isaiah
14:12-14,

8. “Thou sealest up the sum, full
of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
Thou hast been in Eden the garden
of God; every precious stone was
thy covering. . . . Thou art the
anointed cherub that covereth; and
I have set thee so: thou wast upon
the holy mountain of God; thou
hast walked up and down in the
midst of the stones of fire. Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the
day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee. .
Thine heart was lifted up because
of thy beauty. . .. I will cast thee
to the ground, I will lay thee be-
fore kings, that they may behold
thee.” Ezekiel 28:12-17.
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9. “And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the
earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great
glory. And He shall send His an-
gels with a great sound of a trum-
pet, and they shall gather together
His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.”
Matthew 24:30, 31.

10. “If I have told you earthly
things, and ye believe not, how
shall ye believe, if I tell you of
heavenly things?” John 3:12,

11. “God is a Spirit: and they
that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.,” John
4:24,

12, “Lord, show us the Father,
and it sufficeth us. ... Have I been
so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known Me? . . . he that
hath seen Me hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then, Show us
the Father?”’ John 14:8, 9.

13. “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it
is written, The just shall live by
faith.” Romans 1:16, 17.

14, “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed

upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” Romans 35:12,

15, “The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost,
be with you all. Amen.” 2 Co-
rinthians 13:14.

16. “There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism,” Ephesians
4:4, 5,

17. “God, who at sundry times
and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the proph-
ets, hath in these last days spoken
unto us by His Son, whom He hath
appointed Heir of all things, by
whom also He made the worlds.”
Hebrews 1:1, 2,

18. “But to which of the angels
said He at any time, Sit on My
right hand, until I make thine ene-
mies thy footstool? Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?”’ Hebrews 1:13,
14.

19. “He that loveth not knoweth
not God; for God is love.” 1 John
4:8.

20. “And I beheld, and I heard
the voice of many angels round
about the throne and the beasts
and the elders: and the number of
them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands.” Revelation 5:11,

CLYDE PROVONSHA + ARTIST

| | The law is the standard by which we shall be judged, and
Jesus will be our Advocate if we choose Him as our Saviour.

= ———



UNIT 3

“The Way, the Truth, and the Life”

Every person in order to obtain salvation
must experience the new birth; this com-
prises an entire transformation of life and
character by the re-creative power of God
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Baptism is an ordinance of the Christian
church and should follow repentance and for-
giveness of sins. By its observance faith is
shown in the death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ. The proper form of baptism is by
immersion,

“Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts
2:38.

5—P.L.
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DELIVERANCE FROM SIN PROMISED

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her Seed; It shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise His heel. Genesis 3:15.

To man the first intimation of re-
demption was communicated in the
sentence pronounced upon Satan in
the garden. The Lord declared, *I
will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her
Seed; It shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise His heel.” Genesis
3:15, This sentence, uttered in the
hearing of our first parents, was to
them a promise. . . » Adam and Eve
stood as criminals before the right-
eous Judge, awaiting the sentence
which transgression had incurred;
but before they heard of the life of
toil and sorrow which must be their
portion, or of the decree that they
must return to dust, they listened to
words that could not fail to give them
hope.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 65:4.

A Redeemer Promised

1. What is the first promise of
a Redeemer recorded in the Bible?
Genesis 3:15.

2, Mention some who have be-
lieved in this Redeemer-to-come
and who have lived in accordance
with their belief. Hebrews 11.

a. “Abel, . . . being dead yet
speaketh.” Verse 4.

b. “Enoch . . . pleased God.”
Verse 5.
c. “Noah .. . became heir of the

righteousness which is by faith.”
Verse 7.

d. “Abraham . . . looked for a
city, . . . whose Builder and Maker
is God.” Verses 8-10,

e. “Sara ... judged Him faithful
who had promised.” Verse 11.

f. “Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau
concerning things to come.” Verse
20.

g. “Jacob . . . blessed both the
sons of Joseph.” Verse 21.

h. “Joseph . . . gave command-
ment concerning his bones.” Verse
22,

i. “Moses . . . endured, as seeing
Him who is invisible.” Verses 23-27.

5. Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the
prophets. Verses 31, 32.

k. “These . . . received not the
promise: God having provided some
better thing for us.” Verses 39, 40.

DELIVERANCE FROM SIN PROMISED

Types of Christ .
3. The work Jesus was to do was shown in types and symbols:

Type
a. Sin offering without blemish.
Leviticus 4:28.

b. The sinner slew the sacrifice
himself. Leviticus 4:29,

c. “When I see the blood, I will
pass over you.”” Exodus 12:13.

d. “When I see the blood, 1 will
pass over you.” Exodus 12:13.

e, “Neither shall ye break a bone
thereof.” Exodus 12:46.

f. “He shall take away all the fat
thereof.” Leviticus 4:31, (“Fat”
typified sin. Psalm 37:20.)

g. Passover lamb to be killed on
fourteenth day of the first month.
Exodus 12:6.

Christ

a. “Christ . . . without blemish.”
1 Peter 1:19.

b. “Christ died for our sins.”
1 Corinthians 15:3.

¢. “Christ our Passover is sacri-
ficed for us.” 1 Corinthians 5:7.

d. “We have redemption through
His blood.” Ephesians 1:7.

e. “They brake not His legs.”
John 19:33-36.

f. “Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in His mouth.” 1 Peter
2:22,

g. Jesus was slain on the day
when ‘it was the preparation of
the Passover.” John 19:14.

Prophecies of Jesus the Saviour

4, Many prophecies regarding Jesus and His work were made and

fulfilled:

a. “Seed of the woman.”

. Came on time.

. Born in Bethlehem.

. Anointed by Spirit of Lord.

. Sold for thirty pieces of silver.
. Suffered silently.

Numbered with transgressors.
. Buried with the rich.

. Bore our sins.

. His flesh saw no corruption.

m.s.?‘?'—%(ﬁ 20

5. Some of the Bible promises of

deliverance for fallen man through
Jesus Christ:

Genesis 3:15.
Daniel 9:24, 25, Galatians 4:4.

Foretold Fulfilled
Galatians 4:4,

Micah 5:2. Matthew 2:1.
Isaiah 61:1. Luke 4:18, 19.
Zechariah 11:12. Matthew 26:15.
Isaiah 53:7. Matthew 27:12-14.
Isaiah 53:12. Luke 23:32, 33.
Isaiah 53:9. Matthew 27:57-60.
Isaiah 53:6, 1 Peter 2:24.
Psalm 16:10. Acts 2:31, 32.

should not perish.” John 3:16.

b. “No condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus.” Ro-

a. “Whosoever believeth in Him mans 8:1.
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DELIVERANCE FROM SIN PROMISED

salvation which we need to learn and teach to children and youth.

¢. “Able to keep you fr -
Py from fall __Fundamentals of Christian Education, 262:3.

ing.” Jude 24.
d. “Triumph in Christ.” 2 Co- Texts to Remember:
rinthians 2:14. ) : .
Genesis 3:15 Micah 5:2 Galatians 4:4

T Salvation Ouly in Christ

S Fu) WP y
°“°‘ ) 6. How only can we be saved? Define or Identify:
fzfglel 18:21; John 1:29; Acts deliverance incarhation seed woman

7. How anxious is God that we
be saved? Ezekiel 33:11; 2 Peter
3:9.

8. When will our salvation be
No man can go in two directions at once. We ComPIEte? 1 Thessalonians 4: 16’
must obey God or follow the way of death. 17,

MAMMON.”

MATT. 6 :24

Remember:

1. Tt is true that the ceremonies of the Mosaic law are not now
to be observed; but, when rightly understood, they are seen to be
all aglow with sacred and important truths.—Ellen G. White, Ee-
view and Herald, Jan. 9, 1883.

9. He [Jesus] sought to open to men the fact that the Jewish
system of religion presented in types and shadows the whole mys-
tery of the gospel. The service of the past was in no way to be
held in contempt; for in Christ, type met antitype, and shadow
substance—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Nov. T, 1892.

3. In the sacrificial offering on every altar was seen a Redeemer.
With the cloud of incense arose from every contrite heart the ‘
prayer that God would accept their offerings as showing faith in
the coming Saviour.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, March
2, 1886.

4. To many it has been a mystery why so many sacrificial offer-
ings were required in the old dispensation, why so many bleeding
victims were led to the altar. But the great truth that was to be
kept before men, and imprinted upon mind and heart, was this,
«“Without shedding of blood is no remission.” [Hebrews 9:22.1—
Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Jan. 2, 1893.

5. Christ crucified for our sins should humble every soul before
God in his own estimation. Christ risen from the dead, ascended on
high, our living Intercessor in the presence of God, is the science of
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DELIVERANCE THROUGH CHRIST

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to
triumph in Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:14,

The plan for our redemption was
not an afterthought, a plan formu-
lated after the fall of Adam. It was
a revelation of *the mystery which
hath been kept in silence through
times eternal.” Romans 16:25, R.V.
It was an unfolding of the principles
that from eternal ages have been the
foundation of God’s throne. From
the beginning, God and Christ knew
of the apostasy of Satan, and of the
fall of man through the deceptive
power of the apostate. God did not
ordain that sin should exist, but He
foresaw its existence, and made pro-
vision to meet the terrible emergency.
—The Desire of Ages, 22:2.

The Plan of Salvation Laid

1. For what express purpose did
Jesus come into this world at His
first advent? Luke 19:10; 1 Tim-
othy 1:15.

2. When was the plan of salva-
tion laid? 1 Peter 1:19, 20; Reve-
lation 13:7, 8.

3. Was there a definite time for
Christ’s first coming? Daniel 9:25-
27; Galatians 4:4.

Providence had directed the move-
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ments of nations, and the tide of hu-
man impulse and influence, until the
world was ripe for the coming of the
Deliverer. The nations were united
under one government. One language
was widely spoken, and was every-
where recognized as the language of
literature. From all lands the Jews of
the dispersion gathered to Jerusalem
to the annual feasts. As these returned
to the places of their sojourn, they
could spread throughout the world the
tidings of the Messiah’s coming.—The
Desire of Ages, 32:2.

4, At the time when the birth of
Jesus was first announced, what
was revealed about His mission?
Matthew 1:21, 23.

The God-Man

5. What do the Scriptures reveal
about Jesus before He was “made
of a woman, made under the law”
(Galatians 4:4)7? John 1:1-3, 14;
3:13; 8:56-58; 17:5; 1 Corinthians
10:4.

We are believers in Christ, . . . in
His divinity and in His pre-existence.—
Testimonies, vol. 6, 58:1, (Italics ours.)

6. Whose form did Christ take

when He came to this earth? Phi-
lippians 2:6-8; Hebrews 2:14, 16,
17,

7. How did Christ identify Him-
self with the human family? Mat-
thew 28:10; John 20:17; Hebrews
2:11,

By His life and His death, Christ
has achieved even more than recovery
from the ruin wrought through sin.
... In Christ we become more closely
united to God than if we had never
fallen. In taking our nature, the Sav-
iour has bound Himself to humanity
by a tie that is never to be broken.
Through the eternal ages He is linked
with us.—The Desire of Ages, 25:3.

8. What record is left of Jesus’
life and work? Acts 10:38.

Victor Over Sin

9, What can be said of the per-
fect life of Jesus? Psalm 40:6-8;
Hebrews 10:7, 9; 1 Peter 2:22, 23.

10. Note the attempt of the devil
to cause Jesus to sin. Matthew
4:1-11,

Never will man be tried with temp-

tations as powerful as those which as-
sailed Christ.—Testimonies, vol, 4, 45:1.

11. Do we face any temptations
that Jesus did not meet? Hebrews
4:15. .

The Sinless for the Sinful

12. Though sinless, what penalty
did Jesus meet on the cross? Ro-
mans 5:6-8; 6:23; Hebrews 2:9.

By bearing the penalty of sin, by
going down into the grave, Christ has
brightened the tomb for all who die in
faith. God in human form has brought
life and immortality to light through
the gospel. In dying, Christ secured

E

CAMERA CLIX

The Son of God met every temptation with
God’s word, and thus overcame Satan’s wiles.

eternal life for all who believe in Him.
In dying, He condemned the originator
of sin and disloyalty to suffer the pen-
alty of sin—eternal death.—Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 230:3. (Italics ours.)

13. How important to us today
is the fact that Jesus did not sin?
Romans 5:18, 19; Hebrews 2:18.

Christ was treated as we deserve,
that we might be treated as He

deserves. He was condemned for our

sins, in which He had no share, that we
might be justified by His righteousness,
in which we had no share. He suffered
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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

the death which was ours, that we
might receive the life which was His.—
The Desire of Ages, 25:2.

Results of His Victory

14. As a result of His victory
over sin and His sacrificial death,
how much power was given to Je-
sus? Matthew 28:18.

15. What does this power mean
to us? John 1:12; Philippians 1:6;
Jude 24.

By His humanity, Christ touched

humanity; by His divinity, He lays
hold upon the throne of God. As the
Son of man, He gave us an example of
obedience; as the Son of God, He gives
us power to obey.—The Desire of Ages,
24:3.

16. What confidence should the
knowledge of salvation in Jesus

Christ bring to all who believe in
Him? Hebrews 4:16.

17. When will the plan of salva-
tion be completed? 1 Thessalonians
4:16, 17; Revelation 21:1-4.

DELIVERANCE THROUGH CHRIST

Deep are the wounds transgression has made;
Red are the stains; my soul is afraid.

O to be covered, Jesus, with Thee,

Safe from the law that now judgeth me!

Longing the joy of pardon to know;
Jesus holds out a robe white as snow;
“Lord, I accept it! leaving my own,
Gladly I wear Thy pure life alone.”

Reconciled by His death for my sin,
Justified by His life pure and clean,
Sanctified by obeying His word,
Glorified when returneth my Lord.

Cover with His life, whiter than snow;
Fullness of His life then shall I know;
My life of scarlet, my sin and woe,
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.

—F. E. Belden.
Remember: Texts to Remember:
1. The sins of men were charged to Christ, and, innocent though Luke 19:10 Hebrews 4:16
He was, He engaged to suffer for the guilty, that through faith in 2 Corinthians 2:14 Jude 24

Him the world might be saved.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the

Times, May 30, 1895.

2. Our sins were laid on Christ, punished in Christ, put away by

Define or Identify:

Christ, in order that His righteousness might be imputed to us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Although sin was
charged to His account on our behalf, yet He remained perfectly
sinless.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, May 30, 1895.

imparted righteousness victory
imputed righteousness walking “after the flesh”
salvation

3. All our transgressions are transferred to Christ. While He
who knew no sin was made sin for us, and the sinless is accounted
sinful, the righteousness of Christ is placed upon the undeserving,
so that the repenting sinner is declared to be sinless before God.—
Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Jan. 16, 1896.

4, God accepts the efforts of man to keep the law, because
Christ imputes His righteousness to him.—Ellen G. White, Signs of
the Times, Sept. 23, 1889.

5. For Christ’'s sake the Lord pardons those that fear Him. He
does not see in them the vileness of the sinner. He recognizes in
them the likeness of His Son, in whom they believe.—T'he Desire of
Ages, 667:5.

Cover With His Life

Look upon Jesus, sinless is He;
Father, impute His life unto me.

My life of scarlet, my sin and woe,
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.
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God’s Love Manifested

Sl 20, what will the love of God in
S| our hearts cause us to do? Mat-
Y thew 29:36-40; 1 John 5:3.

11. Even though a mother may
forget her child, what does God
say He will not do? Isaiah 49:15.

12. Why is it impossible for Him
to forget? Isaiah 49:16.

13. What is God’s love able to
do for His children? Deuteronomy
23:5.

14. How does God sometimes
show Hig love? Hebrews 12:6.
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THE LOVE OF GOD

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
1 John 4:3.

i

il

The love of Jesus Christ is the strongest mag-

Love, the basis of creation and of eternal separation between God and : '
net on earth, for it draws men to salvation.

redemption, is the basis of true edu- man; but in Christ we become more

cation. This is made plain in the
Jaw that God has given as the guide
of life. . . . ®“Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind.”
Luke 10:27. To love Him, the In-
finite, the Omniscient One, with the
whole strength, and mind, and heart,
means the highest development of
every power. It means that in the
whole being—the body, the mind, as
well as the soul—the image of God is
to be restored.—Education, 16:1.

God’s Character Is Love

1. What is God declared to be?
1 John 4:8.

2. What did God’s love for man
lead Him to do? John 3:16.

So great was His love for the world,
that He covenanted to give His only-
begotten Son, “that whosoever believ-
eth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” John 3:16.—The De-
sire of Ages, 22:2.

By His life and His death, Christ
has achieved even more than recovery
from the ruin wrought through sin. It
was Satan’s purpose to bring about an
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closely united to Ged than if we had
never fallen. In taking our nature,
the Saviour has bound Himself to hu-
manity by a tie that is never to be
broken. Through the eternal ages He
is linked with us.—The Desire of Ages,
2573.

3. What does the psalmist say
of the tender compassion of God?
Psalms 86:15; 145:8, 9.

4. What Kkind of love does Jere-
miah call God’s love for man?
Jeremiah 31:3.

5.Tn what does God delight?
Micah 7:18.

Maw’s Response to God’s Love

6. What did Jesus declare to be
the “second” commandment in the
law? Matthew 22:39.

7. How strong should be a Chris-
tian’s love for others? 1 John 3:16-
18.

8. How may all men know that

we are disciples of Christ? John
13:35.

9. Tnto what close relationship to
God does love bring us? 1 John 3:1.

Through faith in the atoning sacri-
fice of Christ, the sons of Adam may
become the sons of God. By assum-
ing human nature, Christ elevates hu-
manity. Fallen men are placed where,
through connection with Christ, they
may indeed become worthy of the
name “sons of God.” [1 John 3:1.]1—
Steps to Christ, 17:1.

15. Of what was Paul fully per-
suaded? Romans 8:38, 39.

When Christ took human nature
upon Him, He bound humanity to Him-
self by a tie of love that can never be
broken by any power save the choice
of man himself. Satan will constantly
present allurements to induce us to
break this tie,—to choose to separate
ourselves from Christ. Here is where
we need to watch, to strive, to pray,
that nothing may entice us to choose
another master; for we are always free
to do this.—Steps to Christ, 771,

Remember:

1. Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God; and “God is love.”
1 John 4:16. . . . Righteousness is love, and love is the light and
the life of God.—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 34:1.

9. Love is the agency through which God works to draw the

heart to Him. . . .

As long as we yield ourselves as the channels through which
His love can flow, He will keep the channels supplied—Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, June 27, 1893.

3. When we love the world as He [Jesus] has loved it, then for
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us His mission is accomplished. We are fitted for heaven; for we
have heaven in our hearts.—The Desire of Ages, 641:3.

4, We cannot be loveless Christians.—Ellen G. White, Review
and Herald, Oct. 6, 1896.

5. It is the expression of God’s love for us that makes us care
for one another. When the Lord Jesus dwells in our hearts, we
think the thoughts of God, and do the works of God.—Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, Feb. 23, 1897.

6. Let the affections be given to God in order that His law may
be written in the heart, and the whole man will become a new
creature, born again of the Spirit—Ellen G. White, Signs of the
Times, May 28, 1896.

The Love of God

The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell
The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled,
And pardoned from his sin.

When hoary time shall pass away,

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall,
When men who here refuse to pray,

On rocks and hills and mountains call;
God’s love, so sure, shall still endure,

All measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race—

The saints’ and angels’ song.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made;
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall for evermore endure—
The saints’ and angels’ song.
—F. M. Lehman. Copyright by Nazarene
Publishing House. Used by permission.

Texts to Remember:
Isaiah 49:15, 16 John 3:16 John 13:35 1 John 4:8
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PREDESTINATION—FREE CHOICE

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

places in Christ:

According as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before Him in love:

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will. Ephesians 1:3-3.

The gifts of His grace through
Christ are free to all. There is no elec-
tion but one’s own by which any may
perish. God has set forth in His word
the conditions upon which every soul
will be elected to eternal life—obe-
dience to His commandments, through
faith in Christ. God has elected a
character in harmony with His law,
and anyone who shall reach the
standard of His requirement, will
have an entrance into the kingdom
of glory. . ..

Every soul is elected who will work
out his own salvation with fear and
trembling. He is elected who will put
on the armor, and fight the good fight
of faith. He is elected who will watch
unto prayer, who will search the
Scriptures, and flee from temptation,
He is elected who will have faith con-
tinually, and who will be obedient to
every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God. The provisions of
redemption are free to all; the results
of redemption will be enjoyed by
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those who have complied with the
conditions.—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 207:4 to 208:1.

God’s Purpose for All Men

1. What is God’s purpose for
man? 1 Timothy 2:3, 4; 2 Peter
3:9.

2. How many are included in
God’s mercy? .John 3:16; Titus
2:11; Revelation 22:17.

3. To what have we been pre-
destined?

a. “To be conformed to the image
of His Son.” Romans 8:29.

b. To ‘“the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ.,” Ephesians 1:5.

¢. “According to the purpose of
Him who worketh all things after
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the counsel of His own will.” Ephe-
sians 1:11.

4. The process of adoption is a

Family of the First Adam

voluntary transfer from the family
of Adam to the family of Christ,
the second Adam.

Family of the Second Adam

a. Sinners. a. Made righteous. Romans 5:19.

b. All die. b. All be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15:22.

¢. A living soul. ¢. A quickening spirit. 1 Corinthians 15:45.

d. Natural. d. Spiritual. 1 Corinthians 15:46.

e. Earthy. e. Heavenly. 1 Corinthians 15:47, 48.

All who remain members of the family of the first Adam are destined
to eternal destruction: all who become and remain members of the
family of the second Adam are elected to eternal life.

5. Contrast “the wages of sin”
and “the gift of God.,” Romans
6:23.

6. How can the wicked escape
death? Ezekiel 18:32; 33:11.

Your Choice—Bible Election

7. What did Moses say we should
choose? Deuteronomy 30:19.

8. In order to become one of
God's elect, what must we do?

To every youth is given the power of choice.
We can decide to serve God or go our way.

Joshua 24:15; Isaiah 55:1; Revela-
tion 22:17,

9. Does belief affect our salva-
tion? Mark 16:16; John 3:18.

10. How did Moses hecome an
instrument that could be used of
God? Hebrews 11:24-26,

11, Why were the lives of Jacob
and Esau so different?

Esau and Jacob had alike been in-
structed in the knowledge of God, and
both were free to walk in His com-
mandments and to receive His favor;
but they had not both chosen to do
this; - 2.4

Esau had despised the blessings of
the covenant. . . . It was by his own
deliberate choice that he was separated
from the people of God. Jacob had
chosen the inheritance of faith.—Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, 207:3; 208:2.

12. Of what do we need to make
sure? 2 Peter 1:10.

13. How can we do this? He-
brews 12:1, 2.

Desires for goodness and holiness
are right as far as they go; but if you
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stop here, they will avail nothing. come to the point of yielding the will
Many will be lost while hoping and to God. They do not now choose to be
desiring to be Christians. They do not Christians.—Steps to Christ, 52:1.

Do Not Forget:

1. Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may
be made in your life. By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally
yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers.
You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus
through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the
new life, even the life of faith.—Steps to Christ, 52:2,

2. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to
exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself
give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You
can give Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to
do according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will
be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affec-
tions will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony
with Him.—S8ieps to Christ, 52:0.

3. Would that all who have not chosen Christ might realize
that He has something vastly better to offer them than they are
seeking for themselves. Man is doing the greatest injury and in-
justice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the
will of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by
Him who knows what is best, and who plans for the good of His
creatures. The path of transgression is the path of misery and
destruction.—Steps to Christ, 50:3.

4, All are foreordained by God to be saved. If we are
not saved, it will be because we chose not to follow God’s
desire for us,

3. The “everlasting fire,” the “lake of fire,” was ‘“pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.” Matthew 25:41. If
human beings get into it, it will be because they chose to,
and not because God did not desire them to be saved.

Texts to Remember:

Joshua 24:15 Romans 2:11 Titus 2:11
John 3:16 Ephesians 1:3-5

Define or Identify:

automaton God’s will purpose
force my will “whosoever will”
free moral agency predestination
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REPENTANCE

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord. Acts 3:19.

Steps to Christ, 26:1 to 41:0

All who became the subjects of
Christ’s kingdom, He said, would give
evidence of faith and repentance.
Kindness, honesty, and fidelity would
be seen in their lives, They would
minister to the needy, and bring their
offerings to God. They would shield
the defenseless, and give an example
of virtue and compassion. So the fol-
lowers of Christ will give evidence
of the transforming power of the
Holy Spirit. In the daily life, justice,
mercy, and the love of God will be

“seen. Otherwise they are like the

chaff that is given to the fire—The
Desire of Ages, 107:3.

What Repentance Is

1. What is the meaning of the
word “repentance”?

Repent: to feel penitence or regret

‘for past conduct.

Penitence: sorrow for sins or faults.
—Webster.

No repentance is genuine that does
not work reformation. The righteous-
ness of Christ is not a cloak to cover
unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is
a principle of life that transforms the
character and controls the conduct.

Holiness is wholeness for God; it is
the entire surrender of heart and life
to the indwelling of the principles of
heaven.—The Desire of Ages, 555:6.

Repentance includes sorrow for sin,
and a turning away from it. We shall
not renounce sin unless we see its sin-
fulness; until we turn away from it in
heart, there will be no real change in
the life—Steps to Christ, 26:2.

Repentance is turning from self to
Christ; and when we receive Christ, so
that, through faith, He can live His life
in us, good works will be manifest.—
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
131:3.

Repentance and Turning
to God

2. What does Ezekiel emphasize
along with repentance? KEzekiel
18:30.

3. Why has God commanded all
men everywhere to repent? Acts
17:30, 31.

4. How many would God have
repent and be saved? 1 Timothy
2:4: 2 Peter 3:9.
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5. Who gives repentance and for-
giveness of sin? Acts 5:30,.31.

It is the virtue that goes forth from
Christ, that leads to genuine repent-
ance. ... We can no more repent with-
out the Spirit of Christ to awaken the
conscience than we can be pardoned
without Christ.—Steps to Christ, 30:1.

It is true that men sometimes become
ashamed of their sinful ways, and give
up some of their evil habits, before
they are conscious that they are being
drawn to Christ. But whenever they
make an effort to reform, from a sin-
cere desire to do right, it is the power
of Christ that is drawing them.—Steps
to Christ, 31:1.

6. Must we repent before we can
come to Jesus?

The Bible does not teach that the
sinner must repent before he can heed
the invitation of Christ, “Come unto
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.”” Mat-
thew 11:28.—Steps to Christ, 30:1.

7. Because of Christ’'s love for
the Laodiceans, what message did
He send them? Revelation 3:19.

8. What did Job do after he had
seen God? Job 42:5, 6.

9. The Holy Spirit convicted the
hearers of Peter’s sermon on the
Day of Pentecost, and caused them
to cry out, “What shall we do?”
Acts 2:37. What was Peter’s an-
swer? Acts 2:38.

10. What precedes the blotting
out of sins? Acts 3:19.

Bible Examples of Repentance

11. Give some instances of re-
pentance:
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a. Esau. Genesis 27:34, 35; He-
brews 12:16, 17.

There are many who fail fto un-
derstand the true nature of repent-
ance. Multitudes sorrow that they have
sinned, and even make an outward
reformation, because they fear that
their wrongdoing will bring suffering
upon themselves. But this is not re-
pentance in the Bible sense. They la-
ment the suffering, rather than the sin.
Such was the grief of Esau when he
saw that the birthright was lost to him
forever.—Steps to Christ, 26:3.

b. Balaam. Numbers 22:34.

Balaam, terrified by the angel stand-
ing in his pathway with drawn sword,
acknowledged his guilt lest he should
lose his life; but there was no genuine
repentance for sin, no conversion of
purpose, no abhorrence of evil.—Steps
to Christ, 26:3.

¢. David. 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm
31,

Many have murmured at what they
called God’s injustice in sparing David,
whose guilt was so gredt, after having
rejected Saul for what appear to them
to be far less flagrant sins. But David
humbled himself and confessed his sin,
while Saul despised reproof, and hard-
ened his heart in impenitence.—Patri-
archs and Prophets, 726:1.

d. Zacchaeys. Luke 19:1-9.

Before Zacchaeus had looked upon
the face of Christ, he had begun the
work that made him manifest as a
true penitent. Before being accused by
man, he had confessed his sin. He had
yielded to the conviction of the Holy
Spirit, and had begun to carry out the
teaching of the words written for an-
cient Israel as well as for ourselves.—
The Desire of Ages, 555:4.

12, Name the two types of sor-
row, 2 Corinthians 7:10.
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13. Why is it so serious for a
person to continue to slight Heav-
en’s invitation to repent? Ephe-
sians 4:30.

The most common manifestation of
the sin against the Holy Spirit is in
persistently slighting Heaven’s invita-
tion to repent.—The Desire of Ages,
324:2.

Do Not Forget:

1. Roll your burden on Jesus. You feel that the Lord must take
up the case where Satan is striving for the mastery over some
soul; but you are to do what you can in humility and meekness, and
put the tangled work, the complicated matters, into the hands of
God. Follow the directions in His word, and leave the outcome of
the matter to His wisdom. . . .

Let God untangle the snarled-up threads for you. He is wise
enough to manage the complications of our lives. He has skill and
tact. We cannot always see His plans; we must wait patiently their
unfolding and not mar and destroy them. He will reveal them to us
in His own good time—Testimonies, vol. 5, 347:2 to 348:1.

2. Our lives may seem a tangle; but as we commit ourselves to
the wise Master Worker, He will bring out the pattern of life and
character that will be to His own glory. And that character which
expresses the glory—character—of Christ will be received into the
Paradise of God. A renovated race shall walk with Him in white,
for they are worthy.—The Desire of Ages, 331:2.

3. He who is truly penitent does not forget his past sins, and
grow careless about them as soon as he has obtained forgiveness.
On the contrary, the clearer the evidence he has of divine favor,
the more he sees to regret in his past life of sin. He loathes, abhors,
and condemns himself, and is more and more astonished that he
should have continued in rebellion so long. He renews his repent-
ance toward God, while he grasps more decidedly the hand of Jesus
Christ, and finds that repentance is a daily, continued exercise,
lasting until mortality is swallowed up of life. He who thus repents,
appreciates the righteousness of Christ as above silver and gold,
above every earthly tie and affection.—FEllen G. White, Signs of
the Times, Nov. 26, 1894.

Texts fo Remember:
Acts 2:38 Aects 3:19 2 Peter 3:9

Define or Identify:

genuine penitence restore
love reformation SOrrow
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CONFESSION

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

-

1 John 1:9.

Psalm 51 and Steps to Christ, 42:1 to 46:2

The conditions of obtaining mercy
of God, are simple and just and rea-
sonable. The Lord does not require
us to do some grievous thing in or-
der that we may have the forgive-
ness of sin. We need not make long
and wearisome pilgrimages, or per-
form painful penances, to commend
our souls to the God of heaven or
to expiate our transgression; but he
that confesseth and forsaketh his sin
Z};all have mercy.—Steps to Christ,

:2.

Blessings of Confession

1. What is God ready to do for
everyone who seeks forgiveness?
Psalm 86:5.

2. What promise is made to those
who confess their sins? 1 John 1:9.

3. When David confessed his
transgressions, what did God do?
Psalm 32:5.

4. In what condition are we when
we have been forgiven and our sin
is covered? Psalm 32:1, 2,
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Be Definite in Confession

5. To whom should we confess
our sins? Psalm 32:5; Daniel 9:3-
19.

6. To whom should we confess
our faults? James 5:16.

Confess your sins to God, who only
can forgive them, and your faults to
one another. If you have given offense
to your friend or neighbor, you are to
acknowledge your wrong, and it is his
duty freely to forgive you. Then you
are to seek the forgiveness of God,
because the brother you have wounded
is the property of God, and in injuring
him you sinned against his Creator and
Redeemer—=Steps to Christ, 42:3.

7. While confession should be
definite and to those affected by
the wrongdoing, what care must be
taken? :

I have been shown that many, many
confessions should never be spoken in
the hearing of mortals. . . .

There should be no reckless, whole-
sale movements in this matter, for the
cause of God may be made disreputable
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Life is too short for anyone io carry a con-
tinual grudge against a fellow human being.

in the eyes of unbelievers. . . . God
will be better glorified if we confess the
secret, inbred corruption of the heart
to Jesus alone. . . .

There are confessions of a nature
that should be brought before a select
few and acknowledged by the sinner in
deepest humility. . . .

Then there are confessions that the
Lord has bidden us make to one an-
other.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 645:2 to
646:1.

Examples and Results

8. What was the confession made
by the prodigal son? Luke 15:11-
32.

9. What did John the Baptist
expect to accompany repentance?
Matthew 3:1-8.

10. David's confession, Psalm 51.

11. What prompted Judas to say,
“T have sinned”? Matthew 27:2-5.

The Saviour did not reproach His
betrayer. He knew that Judas did not
repent; his confession was forced from
his guilty soul by an awful sense of
condemnation and a looking for of
judgment.—The Desire of Ages, T22:2.

12. How definite should we be in
our confession of sin? Leviticus
515,

13. Why should we not try to
hide sin from God? Numbers
32:23; Proverbs 28:13, 14; He-
brews 4:13,

14. Besides confession, what did
God ask Israel to do? Leviticus
6:1-7.

15. After having been restored to
“the joy of salvation,” what did
David say he would do? Psalm
51:12, 13.

16. What is the reaction in
heaven when a sinner turns to
God? Luke 15:7, 10,

Do Not Forget:

1. True confession is always of a specific character, and ac-
knowledges particular sins. They may be of such a nature as to be
brought before God only; they may be wrongs that should be con-
fessed to individuals who have suffered injury through them; or
they may be of a public character, and should then be as publicly
confessed. But all confession should be definite and to the point,
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CONFESSION

acknowledging the very sins of which you are guilty.—Steps to
Christ, 43:1.

2. Our brother may have done us a greater wrong than we have
done him, but this does not lessen our responsibility. If when we
come before God we remember that another has aught against us,
we are to leave our gift of prayer, of thanksgiving, of freewill
offering, and go to the brother with whom we are at variance, and
in humility confess our own sin, and ask to be forgiven.—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, 91:3.

3. We should not think that unless those who have injured us
confess the wrong, we are justified in withholding from them our
forgiveness. It is their part, no doubt, to humble their hearts by
repentance and confession; but we are to have a spirit of com-
passion toward those who have trespassed against us, whether or
not they confess their faults.—Thoughts From the Mount of Bless-
ing, 166:2,

4, Unless he [the wrongdoer] yields to the convicting power of
the Holy Spirit, he remains in partial blindness to his sin. His
confessions are not sincere and in earnest. To every acknowledg-
ment of his guilt he adds an apology in excuse of his course, de-
claring that if it had not been for certain circumstances, he would
not have done this or that, for which he is reproved.—Steps to
Christ, 45:0.

Texts to Remember:

Proverbs 28:13 James 5:16 1 John 1:9
Define or Identify:
compassion courage honesty
confession forgive pilgrimage
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FORGIVENESS

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Isaiah 1:18.

You are a sinner. You cannot atone
for your past sins, you cannot change
your heart, and make yourself holy.
But God promises to do all this for
you through Christ. You believe that
promise. You confess your sins, and
give yourself to God. You will to
serve Him. Just as surely as you do
this, God will fulfill His word to you.
If you believe the promise—believe
that you are forgiven and cleansed—
God supplies the fact; you are made
whole, just as Christ gave the para-
lytic power to walk when the man
believed that he was healed. It is so if
you believe it.——Steps to Christ, 55:1.

God’s Promise of Forgiveness

1. What does God do for His chil-
dren? Psalm 103:2, 3; Micah 7:18.

9. Note that among the attributes
that God possesses, forgiveness is
prominent. FExodus 34:6, 7; Num-
bers 14:18; Psalms 85:2; 86:5.

The attributes of Christ’s charac-

ter,—patience, kindness, mercy, and
love—Counsels to Teachers, 151:0.

3. How definitely has God prom-

ised to forgive our sins? Jeremiah
31:34, last part; Hebrews 8:12;
10:17.

4. How completely does God par-
don sins that are confessed? Isaiah
44:22; 55:7,

5. When God forgives sin, what
else does He do? 1 John 1:9, last
part.

6. How completely does He re-
move sin from us? Psalm 103:12;
Isaiah 38:17; Micah 7:19.

God’s forgiveness is not merely a ju-
dicial act by which He sets us free from
condemnation. It is not only forgive-
ness for sin, but reclaiming from sin.—
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
167:0.

7. According to the scribes and
Pharisees, who only could forgive
sin? Mark 2:7; Luke 5:21.

8. What was Jesus’' reaction to
this teaching? Mark 2:8-12; Luke
5:22-25.

T4
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EQUITY

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer we actually
ask God to forgive us as we forgive others.

9. How do you explain John
20:237

Christ here gives no liberty for any
man to pass judgment upon others.
. .. But on the church in its organized
capacity He places a responsibility for
the individual members. . . .

Deal faithfully with wrongdoing.
Warn every soul that is in danger.
Leave none to deceive themselves. Call
sin by its right name. Declare what
God has said in regard to lying, Sab-
bathbreaking, stealing, idolatry, and
every other evil. “They which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of
God.” Galatians 5:21. If they persist in
sin, the judgment you have declared
from God’s word is pronounced upon
them in heaven. In choosing to sin,
they disown Christ; the church must
show that she does not sanction their
deeds, or she herself dishonors her
Lord. She must say about sin what
God says about it. She must deal with
it as God directs, and her action is
ratified in heaven.—Gospel Workers,
502:1, 2.

10. Through whom do we have
forgiveness of sins? Acts 10:43;

5

Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 2:12.

11, Note the following examples
of sins forgiven and the results:

a. David. 2 Samuel 12:13.

b. Man sick with palsy. Matthew
9:2.
c¢. Prodigal son. Luke 15:22-24.

d. Woman taken in adultery.
John 8:1-11.

Conditions of Forgiveness

12. Upon what condition does
God promise to forgive our sins?
2 Chronjcles 7:14; 1 John 1:9.

13. How does our attitude toward
others affect the measure of God’s
forgiveness? Matthew 6:12, 14, 15;
Mark 11:25, 26; Ephesians 4:32.

If we expect our own prayers to be
heard, we must forgive others in the
same manner, and to the same extent,
as we hope to be forgiven.—Steps o
Christ, 101:2,

We are not forgiven because we for-
give, but as we forgive.—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, 231:4.

But for one to express faith in God's
pardoning love, while he himself in-
dulged an unloving spirit, would be a
mere farce.—Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, 91:2.

14. How often should we forgive
others? Matthew 18:21, 22; Luke
17:3, 4.

Not only seven times, but seventy
times seven—just as often as God

forgives you.—Christ’s Object Lessons,
250:0.

15. What is the sin that cannot
be forgiven? Matthew 12:31, 32;
Mark 3:28, 29; 1 John 5:16.

Whatever the sin, if the soul repents
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and believes, the guilt is washed away
in the blood of Christ; but he who re-
jects the work of the Holy Spirit is plac-
ing himself where repentance and faith
cannot come to him. It is by the Spirit
that God works upon the heart; when
men willfully reject the Spirit, and de-

clare It to be from Satan, they cut off
the channel by which God can com-
municate with them. When the Spirit
is finally rejected, there is no more that
God can do for the soul—The Desire of
Ages, 322:0.

Do Not Forget:

1. It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to
know for themselves that pardon is freely extended for every sin.

—~8teps to Christ, 57:1.

2. There is forgiveness with

God; there is acceptance full and

free through the merits of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord.—

Prophets and Kings, T723:2.

3. Here is where thousands fail: they do not believe that Jesus
pardons them personally, individually. They do not take God at
His word.—Steps to Christ, 57:1. (Italics ours.)

4. Jesus teaches that we can receive forgiveness from God only
as we forgive others. It is the love of God that draws us unto Him,
and that love cannot touch our hearts without creating love for our
brethren.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 166:1.

Texts to Remember:

Isaiah 38:17 Isaiah
1 John 1:9 Micah

1:18 Psalm 103:12
7:19

Define or Identify:

forgiveness
“Forgiveus . . . as

El

“Seventy times seven’
? to forget

76

4

BORN AGAIN

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth

forever. 1 Peter 1:23.

The Desire of Ages, 167:1 to 177:2

The fountain of the heart must be
purified before the streams can be-
come pure. He who is trying to reach
heaven by his own works in keeping
the law is attempting an impossibility.
There is no safety for one who has
merely a legal religion, a form of god-
liness. The Christian’s life is not a
modification or improvement of the
old, but a transformation of nature,
There is a death to self and sin, and
a new life altogether. This change
can be brought about only by the
effectual working of the Holy Spirit.
—Tbhe Desire of Ages, 172:1.

The Natural Man

1. What may an unconverted
person be called? Romans 8:6-8;
James 4:4.

2. How did Isaigh, the prophet,
picture man in his sinful state?
Isaiah 1:5, 6; 64:6.

3. Note carefully the list of vices
known as the works of the flesh,
Galatians 5:19-21.

4, How many of the human fam-

ily have sinned? Romans 3:10-12,
23.

5. What success will man, by
himself, have in trying to reform?
Job 14:4; Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9.

By nature the heart is evil. . . . No
human invention can find a remedy for
the sinning soul—The Desire of Ages,
172:1.

It is evident that man is in des-
perate need of help if he is ever
to please God.

Ye Must Be Born Again

6. How only can we be fitted for
citizenship in God’s kingdom? Mat-
thew 18:3; John 3:3.

7. Who gives to man the new-
birth experience? John 1:13.

8. What means does God use to
bring about the new birth?

a. “Born of the Spirit.” John 3:8.

7



= (%), HIGHWAY OF LI

CONVERSION MEANS™ 2 X000
"U TURN"ON THE =500

To be converted means to turh around from a
sinful life and go toward the kingdom of God.

b. “Born again . . . by the word
of God.” 1 Peter 1:23.

9. What is man’s part in this ex-
perience? John 1:12,

10. How earnestly should we
seek God's favor? Jeremiah 29:13,

11. How complete is to be the
work of transformation? Romans
8:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

12. How much of the work of
regeneration do we understand?
John 3:7, &.

The wind is heard among the
branches of the trees, rustling the
leaves and flowers; yet it is invisible,
and no man knows whence it comes or
whither it goes. So with the work of
the Holy Spirit upon the heart. It can
no more be explained than can the
movements of the wind. A person may
not be able to tell the exact time or
place, or to trace all the circumstances
in the process of conversion; but this
does not prove him to be unconverted.
—The Desire of Ages, 172:3.
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Evidences of Conversion

13. List the evidences of the new
birth given in the following scrip-
tures:

a. “By their fruits.”” Matthew
7:20.

b. “Led by the Spirit of God.”
Romans 8:14, 16.

¢. “The fruit of the Spirit.” Ga-
latians 5:22, 23,

d. “Whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world.” 1 John 5:4.

e. “Love the brethren,” 1 John
3:14.

f. “Keep His commandments.”
1 John 5:3.

14, Study the story of Joshua the
high priest and his experience, and
note how he was changed. Zecha-
riah 3:1-5.

15. What happens to the “old
man” of sin? Romans 6:6; Gala-
tians 2:20.

16. What comes into the heart
as a result of the new birth? Ro-
mans 5:1; Philippians 4:7.

When the Spirit of God takes posses-
sion of the heart, it transforms the
life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil
deeds are renounced; love, humility,
and peace take the place of anger,
envy, and strife. Joy takes the place of
sadness, and the countenance reflects
the light of heaven. No one sees the
hand that lifts the burden, or beholds
the light descend from the courts above.
The blessing comes when by faith the
soul surrenders itself to God. Then
that power which no human eye can
see creates a new being in the image
of God.—The Desire of Ages, 173:1.

BORN AGAIN
Do Not Forget:

1. The religion that comes from God is the only religion that
can lead to God. In order to serve Him aright, we must be born of
the divine Spirit—Testimonies, vol. 9, 156:1.

2. Through the merits of Christ he [man] can be restored to
harmony with his Maker. His heart must be renewed by divine
grace; he must have a new life from above. This change is the new
birth, without which, says Jesus, “he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” [John 3:3.1—The Great Controversy, 467:2.

3. Through this simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has
begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the
family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.—Steps to
Christ, 56:1.

4. When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it
transforms the life. . .. No one sees the hand that lifts the bur-
den, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The bless-
ing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then
that power which no human eye can see creates a new being in the
image of God.—The Desire of Ages, 173:1.

Texts to Remember:

Jeremiah 13:23 John 3:3, 5 1 Peter 1:23
Define or Identify:
conversion natural man regeneration

surrender of self  vice
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BAPTISM

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life, Romans 6:4.

d. “And when they were come up
out of the water.” Acts 8:39. (Ital-
ics ours.)

7. How many forms of baptism
are recognized in the Scriptures?
Ephesians 4:5.

The only mode of baptism recognized
in the New Testament is immersion.
The Greek word “baptizo,” from which
our English word “baptism” is derived,
means to immerse, to overwhelm, or
to plunge beneath.—W. H. Branson,
Drama of the Ages, 168:3.

with Him
in
Baptism”
Col.2:12

When we are baptized we bury the life of sin
and rise to walk in a new life with Jesus.

Christ has made baptism the sign
of entrance to His spiritual kingdom.
He has made this a positive condition
with which all must comply who wish
to be acknowledged as under the au-
thority of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. . . .

Baptism is a most solemn renunci-
ation of the world.—Testimonies, vol.
6, 91:2, 3.

1. What command did Jesus
give concerning baptism? Matthew
28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16.

2. What is the meaning of bap-
tism? Romans 6:3, 4.

3. Of what is baptism a me-
morial? Romans 6:3, 4.

4. What experience should we
have before receiving baptism?

a. Be instructed in the teaching
of Jesus. Matthew 28:19, 20.

b. Believe in'Christ. Mark 16:16;
Acts 8:36, 37.

c. Be dead to sin. Romans 6:2,
3, 11.
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5. What should be our condition
and experience after having been
baptized?

a. “Receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Acts 2:38.

b. “Walk in newness of life.” Ro-
mans 6:4.

¢. ‘“‘Be also in the likeness of His
resurrection.” Romans 6:5.

d. “Should not serve sin.” Ro-
mans 6:6.

6. What is the manner of Chris-
tian baptism?

a. “John also was baptizing in
Aenon near to Salim, because there
was much water there.” John 3:23.
(Italics ours.)

b. “Jesus, when He was baptized,
went up straightway out of the wa-
ter.” Matthew 3:16. (Italics ours.)

¢. “They went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch;
and he baptized him.” Acts 8:38.
(Italics ours.)

Do Not Forget:

1. Baptism is a most sacred and important ordinance, and there
should be a thorough understanding as to its meaning. It means
repentance for sin, and the entrance upon a new life in Christ
Jesus.—T'estimonies, vol. 6, 93:3.

9. Those who are baptized in the threefold name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, at the very entrance of their Christian
life declare publicly that they have forsaken the service of Satan
and have become members of the royal family, children of the
heavenly King.—Testimonies, vol. 6, 91:3.

3. Those who have put on Christ by baptism, by this act show-
ing their separation from the world and that they have covenanted
to walk in newness of life, should not set up idols in their hearts.
—Testimonies, vol. 3, 365:3.

4. He who has determined to enter the spiritual kingdom will
find that all the powers and passions of unregenerate nature,
backed by the forces of the kingdom of darkness, are arrayed
against him. Each day he must renew his consecration, each day
do battle with evil. Old habits, hereditary tendencies to wrong,
will strive for the mastery, and against these he is to be ever on
guard, striving in Christ’s strength for victory.—The Acts of the
Apostles, 476:3.

5. Renouncing all that would hinder him from making progress
in the upward way, or that would turn the feet of another from
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the narrow path, the believer will reveal in his daily life mercy,
kindness, humility, meekness, forbearance, and the love of Christ.
—The Acts of the Apostles, 477:2.

Texts to Remember:

Matthew 3:13-17 Matthew 28:19, 20 Romans 6:4

Define or Identify:
baptize immersion memorial
ordinance to bury
82
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«THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE”

SUMMARY

OF UNIT 3

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy

Ghost. Acts 2:38.

Christ in His self-denial, Christ in
His humiliation, Christ in His purity
and holiness, Christ in His matchless
love,—this is the subject for the soul’s
contemplation. It is by loving Him,
copying Him, depending wholly upon
Him, that you are to be transformed
into His likeness.—Steps fo Christ,
75:1,

Deliverance From Sin
Promised

1. Where was the first sermon
on the first and the second advent
preached? And to whom was it
preached? - :

2. In what phrase of Scripture do
we find the promise of a victorious
Saviour? and a defeated foe? -

3. List some ways in which
Christ fulfilled the prophecies.

4, Name some prominent exam-
ples of men who have overcome
through Christ. ...

/

J’( t o

Deliverance Through Christ

1. Did Christ come to save “in”
sin, “from” sin, or “out of” sin?
= !; ‘. ‘,I" J,« 5 4
2. What prop[hecy revealed the
approximate date of Christ's first
advent? Where is it found?

3. What, actually, was the mis-
sion pf Christ at His first com-
ing? ..

4, Explain how Christ’s incarna-
tion was an act of great humility.

5. Name Christ’s three tempta-
tions in the wilderness. -

s 4

., B, Givé reasons why (a.) Jesus

°" did not have to die for man, and .//

(b.) Jesus must die for man,

Love of God

1. List the evidences we have
studied which reveal God's love.
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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

2. Enumerate three things which
have love as their basis. [ ti1:

3. What specific proof convinces
one person of his love for another?

Predestination—Free Choice

1. How many texts can you re-
call with the words “whosoever”
in them" fo P

=)

/ 3
2. Name four factors mvolved Jln,

gl B
any soul’s election. “‘.f ¥

3. To what is man'f/fafedé'st‘ihed?
4. Explain how a person is trans-
ferred from the family of the first

Adam to that qf the second Adam
h L v,

5. wae an example of persons
who had equal opportunity, but
chose different pathways. |

Repeﬁtcmce
118 Deﬁne “repentance T
2, What are the ‘two kinds of

sorrow for sin? Give examples of
each, with their motives.

3. What part does the conscience
play in the matter of repentance"

4. What accompames genume re-
pentance? —

Confession

1. Distinguish between the con-
fession of sin to God and of faults
to man. |-

2, “I have sinned,” said both Da-
vid and Judas Explam the differ-
ence. -

. Forgiveness

1. What definite terms of speech
does God use to show His complete
willingness to forgive?

2. When God forgives sins, what

else does He do with them?

3. List four cases of individuals
who found forgiveness

4, Explam “Forgwe us . . . as

we forglve

5, Enumerate the conditions on
which forgiveness is granted.

Born Agm';z
1. Who is the active agent in
bringing about the new birth?

2. List some traits of the natural
man, revealing the c'_ireadful condi-
tion of his heart.

3. Make a list of the works of

' “the flesh.

4, To what did Christ liken the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit?

5. Name some evidences of the
new birth.

Béptism
1.Is baptism a command? by

~whom?

2. If the Sabbath is a memorial
of creation, of what is baptism a
memorial?

3. List the experiences necessary
before one should be baptized.

4. Of what is baptism a symbol?

5. Prove the mode of baptism to
be immersion. Give examples.
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*THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE”

W ho said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1. “And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her Seed; It
shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise His heel.” Genesis 3:15.

2. “And if it seem evil unto you
to serve the Lord, choose you this
day whom ye will serve; whether
the gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land ye dwell: but as for
me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” Joshua 24:15.

3. “As far as the east is from
the west, so far hath He removed
our transgressions from us.” Psalm
103:12.

4, “He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso con-
fesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy.” Proverbs 28:13.

5, “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool.” Isaiah 1:18.

6. “Behold, for peace I had great
bitterness: but Thou hast in love
to my soul delivered it from the pit
of corruption: for Thou hast cast
all my sins behind Thy back.” Isa-
jah 38:17.

7. “Behold, I have graven thee
upon the palms of My hands; thy
walls are continually before Me.”
Isaiah 49:16.

T—P.L.

8. “Can the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard his spots? then
may ye also do good, that are ac-
customed to do evil.” Jeremiah
13:23,

9. “But thou, Bethlehem Ephra-
tah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of
thee shall He come forth unto Me
that is to be Ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.” Micah 5:2,

10. “He will turn again, He will
have compassion upon us; He will
subdue our iniquities; and Thou
wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.” Micah T:19.

11. “T have need to be baptized
of Thee, and comest Thou to me?”
Matthew 3:14.

12, “Suffer it to be so now: for
thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Matthew 3:15.

13. “This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” Matthew
3:17.

14. “Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach-
ing them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.,” Mat-
thew 28:19, 20.

15. “For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was
lost.” Luke 19:10.
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16. “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3.

17. “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born of wa-
ter and of -the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.”
John 3:5.

18. “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16.

19. “By this shall all men know
that ye are My disciples, if ye have
love one to another.” John 13:35.

20. “Repent, and be baptized ev-
ery one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38.

21, “For there is no respect of
persons with God.” Romans 2:11.

22. “Therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.”” Romans 6:4.

23, “But when the fullness of the
time was come, God sent forth His
Son, made of a woman, made un-
der the law.” Galatians 4:4.

24. “For the grace of God that

bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men.,” Titus 2:11.

25. “Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.,” Hebrews
4:16,

26. “Confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous man availeth much.” James
5:16.

27. “Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorrupt-
ible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Pe-
ter 1:23.

28. “The Lord is not slack con-
cerning His promise, as some men
count slackness; but is long-suffer-
ing to usward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9.

29. “If we confess our sins, He
js faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.

30. “Now unto Him that is able
to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceed-
ing joy, to the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, do-
minion and power, both now and
ever,” Jude 24, 25.

UNIT 4

“The Righteousness of God”

The law of Ten Commandments points out sin, the penalty
of which is death. The law cannot save the transgressor from
his sin, nor impart power to keep him from sinning. In infinite
love and mercy, God provides a way whereby this may be
done. He furnishes a substitute, even Christ the Righteous
One, to die in man's stead, making “Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. One is justified, not by
obedience to the law, but by the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
By accepting Christ, man is reconciled to God, justified by
His blood for the sins of the past, and saved from the power
of sin by His indwelling life. Thus the gospel becomes ‘‘the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.” Ro-
mans 1:16. This experience is wrought by the divine agency
of the Holy Spirit, who convinces of sin and leads to the
Sin Bearer, inducting the believer into the new-covenant re-
lationship, where the law of God is written on his heart, and
through the enabling power of the indwelling Christ, his life
is brought into conformity to the divine precepts. The honor
and merit of this wonderful transformation belong wholly to
Christ.

“Therefore being justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1.
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FAITH

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6.

I have frequently seen that the
children of the Lord neglect prayer,
especially secret prayer, altogether
too much; that many do not exercise
that faith which it is their privilege
and duty to exercise, often waiting
for that feeling which faith alone can
bring. Feeling is not faith; the two
are distinct. Faith is ours to exercise,
but joyful feeling and the blessing are
God’s to give. The grace of God comes
to the soul through the channel of
living faith, and that faith it is in our
power to exercise—Early Writings,
72:1.

Faith Defined

1. What is faith declared to be?
Hebrews 11:1. -

Thrbugh faith we receive the grace:

of God; but faith is not our Saviour. -

. . . It is the hand by which we lay
hold upon Christ, and appropriate His
merits, the remedy for sin.—The Desire
of Ages, 175:4. (Italics ours.)

Saving faith is a transaction, by
which those who receive Christ join
themselves in covenant relation with
God. A living faith means an in-
crease of vigor, a confiding trust, by
which, through the grace of Christ, the

89

The Roman captain had great faith in Jesus
when he asked the Master to heal his servant.

WM. HOLE, ARTIST, REVIEW PHOTOS

soul becomes a conquering power.—The
Ministry of Healing, 62:2.

2. What more is required besides
a belief that God exists? Hebrews
11:6, last part. i

3. How is faith obtained? Ro-
mans 10:17; 12:3,

4, If the word of God is the me-
dium through which faith comes,
how, then, may faith be increased?
2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17..
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5. Explain the difference between
belief and faith. Matthew 17:20;
James 2:19.

Faith is belief put to work.

When we speak of faith, there Is
a distinction that should be borne in
mind. There is a kind of belief that is
wholly distinct from faith. The exist-
ence and power of God, the truth of
His word, are facts that even Satan
and his hosts cannot at heart deny.
The Bible says that “the devils also
believe, and tremble” (James 2:19);
but this is not faith. Where there is not
only a belief in God’s word, but a sub-
mission of the will to Him; where the
heart is yielded to Him, the affections
fixed upon Him, there is faith—faith
that works by love, and purifies the
soul. Through this faith the heart is
renewed in the image of God.—S8teps to
Christ, 68:2.

6. What will genuine faith bring
to every believer? 1 John 5:4.
Evidences of Faith

7. What will one who has faith
understand about ‘cr_'eation? ng;
brews 11:3. & s

8. Point out at least three in-
stances of faith in Abraham’s }ife.
Hebrews 11:8-19.; |

/

9. With what is the faith of
Jesus joined? Revelation 14:12.

{0, How i$ the law of God estab-
lished in the heg}yt? Romans 3:31.
11. Of what fruit is faith a part?
Galatians 5:22. (. A
12. Explain the relationship be-

tween faith .and works., James
2:14-22.

13. What will the trying of our
faith produce in the life? James
113 '

14. What will God’s remnant
church have? Revelation 14:12,
last part./1LL

L“15. Into what close relationship
to God are we brought by faith?
Galatians 3:26.

16. When we become children of

God, how do we walk? 2 Corin-

thians 5:7, {~ {

17. Upon what conditi.on may we
expect our prayers to be answered?
James 1:6. -/

18. What is the ultimate purpose

‘of faith? 1 Peter 1:9.

Do Not Forget:

1. Faith is a very simple matter; it is confidence in God.—Ellen
G. White, Youth’s Instructor, Aug. 30, 1894.

9. Faith . . . is simply taking God at His word; it is believing
that God will do just as He has promised. We should be a far
greater power for good than we now are, if we would comply with
the conditions that God has laid down in His word, and trust Him
implicitly.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the T'imes, Sept. 9, 1889.
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3. We come unto God in the name of Jesus by special invitation,
and He welcomes us to His audience chamber, and imparts to the
humble and contrité heart that faith in Christ by which he is
justified, and Jesus blots out as a thick cloud his transgressions by
the bright sunshine of His love.—Christian Education, 128:1.

_4' _Faith i_s inspired by the Holy Spirit, and it will flourish only
as it 1s‘cherlshed. No man can become strong in faith without a
determined effort—The Great Controversy, 527:3.

5. Presumption is Satan’s counterfeit of faith. Faith claims
God’s promises, and brings forth fruit in obedience. Presumption
also claims the promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse
transgression.—The Desire of Ages, 126:1.

6. The only vital faith is that faith which receives and assimi-
lates the truth till it is a part of the being and the motive power
of the life and action.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 576:0.

7. The best proof of faith in Christ is distrust of self and de-
pendence upon God. The only reliable proof of our abiding in
Christ is to reflect His image. Just so far as we do this we give
evidence that we are sanctified through the truth, for the truth is
exemplified in our daily life.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times,
Feb. 28, 1895.

Texts to Remember:
Romans 3:31  Galatians 5:22, 23  Hebrews 11:3, 6

Define or Identify:
believe faith presumption transaction works
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RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption. 1 Corinthians 1:30.

The law requires righteousness—a
righteous life, a perfect character;
and this man has not to give. He
cannot meet the claims of God’s holy
law. But Christ, coming to the earth
as man, lived a holy life, and devel-
oped a perfect character. These He
offers as a free gift to all who will
receive them. His life stands for the
life of men. Thus they have remis-
sion of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God. More than this,
Christ imbues men with the attributes
of God. He builds up the human
character after the similitude of the
divine character, a goodly fabric of
spiritual strength and beauty.—The
Desire of Ages, 762:2,

1. To what is man’s righteous-
ness likened? Isaiah 64:6.

2. What is the most effective way
to “break off thy sins”? Daniel
4:27.

3. Where or what is the source
of righteousness for “the servants

of the Lord”? Isaiah 54:17, last

part; Jeremiah 23:5, 6.

4, To what does Isaiah compare
righteousness ? Isaiah .61 : 10,7

5. What is used in the Bible
to represent the righteousness of
saints? Revelation 19:7, 8.

6. How is righteousness defined?

Righteousness is rightdoing, and it
is by their deeds that all will be judged.
Our characters are revealed by what
we do. The works show whether the
faith is genuine. .

Whatever our profession, it amounts
to nothing unless. Christ is revealed in
works of righteousness.—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, 312:2; 313:0.

7. What does it mean to be
clothed with the garments of His
righteousness? Romans 13:14; Co-
lossians 3:5-17.

By His perfect obedience He has
made it possible for every human be-
ing to obey God’s commandments.
When we submit ourselves to Christ,
the heart is united with His heart, the
will is merged in His will, the mind be-
comes one with His mind, the thoughts
are brought into captivity to Him; we
live His life. This is what it means to
be clothed with the garment of His
righteousness.—Christ’s Object Les-
sons, 312:0.
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Conditions
a. Submit ourselves to Christ.

b. Our hearts united with His heart.

c¢. Our wills merged in His will,
d. Our mind one with His mind.

e. Our thoughts in captivity to Him.

Results

We live His life.

We are clothed with
His righteousness.

(See Christ’s Object Lessons, 312:0, and The Desire of Ages, 668:3.)

8. By Christ’s perfect obedience,
it is possible for us to obey God's
commandments. Philippians 4:;13.

9. Abraham and righteousness.
Romans 4.

Abraham:

a. “Believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteous-
ness.” Romans 4:3.

b. His faith was “counted for
righteousness.” Verse 5.

c. “Should be the heir of the
world . . . through the righteous-
ness of faith.” Verse 13.

d. *Was strong in faith . . . and
. « . it was imputed to him for
righteousness.” Verses 20-22.

10. In what is ‘“the righteousness
of God” revealed? Romans 1:16,
17.

The righteousness of God is re-
vealed in the gospel “from faith to
faith.”

a. Justification by faith. Romans
3:24-26.

b. Sanctification by faith. Ro-
mans 5:8-10.

11. How is “the righteousness of
God” obtained? Romans 3:22.

Righteousness is love, and love is the
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light and the life of God. The right-
eousness of God is embodied in Christ.
We receive righteousness by receiving
Him.

Not by painful struggles or weari-
some toil, not by gift or sacrifice, is
righteousness obtained; but it is freely
given to every soul who hungers and
thirsts to receive it—Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, 34:1, 2.

The thought that the righteousness
of Christ is imputed to us, not because
of any merit on our part, but as a free
gift from God, is a precious thought.
The enemy of God and man is not will-
ing that this truth should be clearly
presented; for he knows that if the
people receive it fully, his power will
be broken.—Gospel Workers, 161:1.

12. What are some of the char-
acteristics of righteousness?

a. “Endureth forever.” Psalm
111:3.

b. “Everlasting.” Psalm 119:142,

¢. “Tendeth to life.,”” Proverbs
11:19.

d. “Exalteth a nation.” Proverbs
14:34.

e. “The work of righteousness
shall be peace.” Isaiah 32:17.

f. “The effect of righteousness
quietness and assurance forever.”
Isaiah 32:17.

. 13. What did Jesus become ‘“‘that
we might be made the righteous-




Jesus longs to give us the robe of His right-
eousness to cover our ugly, sinful nature.

ness of God in Him” ? 2 Corinthians
5:21.

14. If not by our works of right-

eousness, by what are we saved?
Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:5.

15. Since the end of all things
earthly is rapidly approaching,
what does the prophet Zephaniah
urge every person to seek? Zepha-
niah 2:1-3.

When we are clothed with the right-
eousness of Christ, we shall have no
relish for sim: for Christ will be work-
ing with us. We may make mistakes,
but we will hate the sin that caused
the sufferings of the Son of God—
Ellen G. White, Review end Herald,
March 18, 1890.

The righteousness by which we are
justified is imputed; the righteousness
by which we are sanctified is imparted.
The first is our title to heaven, the sec-
ond is our fitness for Heaven.—Ellen
G. White, Review and Herold, June 4,
1895.

16. The formula of salvation:

; h Justifies
Righteousness imputed 4 o ner }r—“our title to heaven.”
of
Christ imparted f}?;;tﬁii }——“our fitness for heaven.”
Do Not Forget:

1. When God pardons the sinner, remits the punishment he de-
serves, and treats him as though he had not sinned, He receives
him into divine faver, and justifies him through the merits of
Christ’s righteousness.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, March
6, 1893. '

9. The Lord imputes unto the believer the righteousness of
Christ and pronounces him righteous before the universe. He
transfers his sins to Jesus, the sinner’s representative, substitute,
and surety.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893.

3. The costly, spotless robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has
been provided for the repenting, believing sinner.—Ellen G. White,
Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893.
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4. Having made us righteous through the imputed righteousness
of Christ, God pronounces us just, and treats us as just—Ellen
G. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893.

5. Grace is unmerited favor, and the believer is justified without
any merit of his own, without any claim to offer to God. He is
justified through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, who stands
in the courts of heaven as the sinner’s substitute and surety.—Ellen
G. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 1893.

Texts to Remember:

Zephaniah 2:1-3 1 Corinthians 1:30
Romans 1:16, 17 2 Corinthians 5:21

Define or Identify:

legal religion righteousness submission
to impart to impute
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SANCTIFICATION

Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.

John 17:17.

In the life of the disciple John true
sanctification is exemplified. During
the years of his close association with
Christ, he was often warned and cau-
tioned by the Saviour; and these re-
proofs he accepted. As the character
of the Divine One was manifested to
him, John saw his own deficiencies,
and was humbled by the revelatior.
Day by day, in contrast with his own
violent spirit, he beheld the tender-
ness and forbearance of Jesus, and
heard His lessons of humility and
patience. Day by day his heart was
drawn out to Christ, until he lost
sight of self in love for his Master.
The power and tenderness, the maj-
esty and meekness, the strength and
patience, that he saw in the daily life
of the Son of God, filled his soul with
admiration. He yielded his resent-
ful, ambitious temper to the mold-
ing power of Christ, and divine love
wrought in him a transformation of
character.—The Acts of the Apostles,
557:1.

God’s Standard for Us
1. What is “sanctification”?

State or quality of being sacred or
holy; holiness of life and character;
saintliness; godliness—Webster.

True sanctification means perfect

love, perfect obedience, perfect con-
formity to the will of God.—The Acts
of the Apostles, 565:1.

Holiness is wholeness for God; it is
the entire surrender of heart and life
to the indwelling of the principles of
heaven.—The Desire of Ages, 556:0.

2. What high standard doés God
want His children to reach? Mat-
thew 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15, 16,

3. What is God's will for us?
1 Thessalonians 4:3, 4.

4. How complete is the work of
sanctification to be? 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:23.

Agencies of Sanctification

5. Note how sanctification de-
pends upon Jesus and His sacri-
ficial death:

a. “Sanctified by faith.”
20:32; 26:18.

b. “Christ . .. made unto us . ..
sanctification.” 1 Corinthians 1:30,

c. “Sanctified . . . in the name
of the Lord Jesus.” 1 Corinthians
6:11.
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God expects us to be growing Christians who
advance onward and upward to His kingdom.

d. Christ is “He that sanctifieth.”
Hebrews 2:11.

e. “We are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ.” Hebrews 10:10.

f. “That He might sanctify the
people.” Hebrews 13:12.

6. For what reason did Jesus
sanctify Himself? John 17:19.

7. What part does the word of
God have in the work of sanctifi-
cation? John 17:17. (Compare
1 Thessalonians 2:13, last part,
and 1 Peter 1:22.)

8. Does” God the Father have
anything to do with sanctification?
Jude 1.

Our Part in Sanctification

9. How fruitful will be man’s at-
tempt to sanctify himself? Isaiah
66:17.

10. In the work of sanctification
what must we do in co-operation
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with God?
1 John 3:3.

11. What are we to do with the
evil tendencies of our nature? Co-
lossians 3:5-8.

Philippians 2:12, 13;

The directions laid down in the word
of God leave no room for compromise
with evil. . . . His [Christ’s] children
must follow where He has led the way;
at whatever sacrifice of ease or selfish
indulgence, at whatever cost of labor
or suffering, they must maintain a con-
stant battle with self.—The Acts of the
Apostles, 565:3.

12, Does the theory of “once
saved, always saved’ agree with
the Scriptures, or is it possible to
fall from grace? 1 Corinthians
9:27; 10:12; 1 John 2:1.

Let the recording angels write the
history of the holy struggles and con-
flicts of the people of God; let them
record their prayers and tears; but let
not God be dishonored by the declara-
tion from human lips, “I am sinless; I
am holy.” Sanctified lips will never
give utterance to such presumptuous
words.—The Acts of the Apostles, 561:3.

13. Upon whom should we de-
pend for the work of sanctification
in our hearts? Philippians 1:6; He-
brews 12:2,

14. Note the following beautiful
description of the work of sanctifi-
cation:

Sanctification is not the work of a
moment, an hour, a day, but of a life-
time. It is not gained by a happy flight
of feeling, but is the result of constantly
dying to sin, and constantly living for
Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor
reformations wrought in the character
by feeble, intermittent efforts, It.is
only by long, persevering effort, sore
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discipline, and stern conflict, that we
shall overcome. We know not one day
how strong will be our conflict the next.
So long as Satan reigns, we shall have
self to subdue, besetting sins to over-
come; so long as life shall last, there

will be no stopping place, no point
which we can reach and say, I have
fully attained. Sanctification is the re-
sult of lifelong obedience.—The Acts of
the Apostles, 560:3. (The italics in the
quotation are ours.)

Do Not Forget:

1. Christ, coming to the earth as man, lived a holy life, and
developed a perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to
all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of men. Thus
they have remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance
of God. More than this, Christ imbues men with the attributes of
God. He builds up the human character after the similitude of the
divine character, a goodly fabric of spiritual strength and beguty.
Thus the very righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the believer
in Christ.—The Desire of Ages, 162:2.

2. The life of Christ in you produces the same fruits as in Him.
Living in Christ, adhering to Christ, supported by Christ, drawing
nourishment from Christ, you bear fruit after the similitude of
Christ.—The Desire of Ages, 677:1.

3. To love God supremely and our neighbor as ourselves is
genuine sanctification.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Feb. 24,
1890.

4. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are
the only ones who will be found faithful.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 53:2.

5. When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is trans-
formed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues the
soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.—
Steps to Christ, 78:1.

Texts to Remember: .

Matthew 5:48
John 17:17, 19

Philippians 1:6
1 Thessalonians 5:23

Define or Identify:
holiness to sanctify
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH

But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18.

Steps to Christ, 71:1 to 80:2

As in nature, so in grace; there
can be no life without growth. The
plant must either grow or die. As
its growth is silent and imperceptible,
but continuous, so is the development
of the Christian life. At every stage
of development our life may be per-
fect; yet if God’s purpose for us is
fulfilled, there will be continual ad-
vancement. Sanctification is the work
of a lifetime. As our opportunities
multiply, our experience will enlarge,
and our knowledge increase, We shall
become strong to bear responsibility,
and our maturity will be in propor-
tion to our privileges.—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, 65:2,

Essentials of Growth

1. Before we can become chil-
dren of God, what change must we
experience? John 3:3.

The change of heart by which we be-
come children of God is in the Bible
spoken of as birth. . . .

Unless a man is “born from above”
(John 3:3, margin), he eannot become
a partaker of the life which Christ
came to give.—Steps to Christ, T1:1, 2.

2, After we have become chil-
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dren of God, what are we exhorted
to do? 2 Peter 3:18.

3. How may this grace and peace
be multiplied in the Christian?
2 Peter 1:2.

4. Note what graces we are to
add to faith in our character build-
ing (2 Peter 1:5-7):

Christ, who connects earth with
heaven, is the ladder. The base is
planted firmly on the earth in His hu-
manity; the topmost round reaches to
the throne of God in His divinity. The
humanity of Christ embraces fallen
humanity, while His divinity lays hold
upon the throne of God. We are saved
by climbing round after round of the
ladder, looking to Christ, clinging to
Christ, mounting step by step to the
height of Christ, so that He is made
unto us wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. Faith,
virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa-
tience, godliness, brotherly Kkindness,
and charity are the rounds of this
ladder. All these graces are to be mani-
fested in the Christian character.—
Testimonies, vol. 6, 147:2.
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The Ladder Heavenward
Charity
Brotherly kindness
Godliness
Patience
Témperance
Knowledge
Virtue

Faith

How to Grow

5. What did Jesus invite us to
eat? John 6:47-51.

6. If we accept this invitation,
what will we have and what has
God promised to do for us at the
last day? John 6:53; 1 John 5:11,
12.

7. How may we ‘“eat” Christ?
John 6:63.

8. By what did Jesus say man
should live? Matthew 4:4.

9. What did Jesus say His food
was? John 4:34.

10. As the breathing of air is es-
sential to physical life, so prayer
and communion with God are es-
sential to spiritual life.

To him [Enoch] prayer was as the
breath of the soul; he lived in the very
atmosphere of heaven.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 85:4.

11. Why is prayer so essential
to the Christian’s growth? Luke
11:9-13.

12. Account for the freshness
and vigor in our Saviour as He en-
tered upon each day’s work. Luke
6:12; 9:28, 29.

Often His incessant labor and the
conflict with the enmity and false
teaching of the rabbis, left Him so
utterly wearied that His mother and
brothers, and even His disciples, feared
that His life would be sacrificed. But
as He returned from the hours of
prayer that closed the toilsome day,
they marked the look of peace upon
His face, the freshness and life and
power that seemed to pervade His
whole being. From hours spent alone
with God He came forth, morning by
morning, to bring the light of heaven
to men.—The Ministry of Healing, 55:2.

13. What has God wisely pro-
vided for man’s spiritual exercise?
Romans 6:13; 1 Corinthians 9:16-
18.
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14, How did James stress the
same truth? James 2:20-26.

You need moral power and the real
nourishment of the grace of God. Noth-
ing will give bone and sinew to your
piety like working to advance the cause
you profess to love, instead of binding
it, There is but one genuine cure for
spiritual laziness, and that is work—
working for souls who need your help.
—Testimonies, vol. 4, 236:0,

15. What is a sure result of fail-
ure to take proper spiritual exer-
cise? Matthew 25:41-46.

16. Five times in the New Testa-
ment the Lord Jesus used the one
word which is translated in the
King James Version as, “Be of good
cheer.” And what are the reasons
for being “of good cheer”?

a. His pardon. Matthew 9:2.

b. His power. Matthew 14:27,

¢. His presence. Mark 6:50.

=

-

Three  Essentials to Spiritual Growth
1t \ “")

129

As the body must have food, exercise, and
rest, so our spiritual life must have care,

d. His peace. John 16:33.
€. His promise. Acts 23:11.
And it takes just these blessings

for us to experience good cheer
and inner peace, peace as sweet
and eternal as its Giver.

Do Not Forget:

1. While the eyes of the righteous are fixed upon the heavenly
priceless treasure, they will become more and more like Christ,
and thus they will be transformed and fitted for translation.—

Testimonies, vol. 1, 353:2.

2. John and his fellow disciples were in a school in which Christ
was the teacher. Those who were ready to learn from their mis-
takes, and anxious to improve in character, had ample opportunity.
John treasured every lesson, and his growth in the graces of meek-
ness, humility, and love was remarkable.—Ellen G. White, Signs of

the Times, Oct. 16, 1884.

3. By having a knowledge of Christ—His words, His habits,
and His lessons of instruction—we instinctively borrow the virtues
of the character we have so closely studied, and become imbued
with the spirit which we have so much admired.—Ellen G. White,

Signs of the Times, Oct. 30, 1884.
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4. The true wrestler for victory has a real, living faith, which
is implanted in his heart by the Holy Spirit, and it makes every
difference in the world with his life and words and actions. He
has an aim in life, a living purpose, which shapes the character.—
Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 12, 1891.

5. Character is revealed by circumstances. Emergencies bring
out the true metal of character.—Ellen G. White, Review and Her-
ald, Sept. 17, 1895,

6. God brings men over the ground again and again, increasing
the pressure until perfect humility and a transformation of charac-
ter bring them into harmony with Christ and the spirit of heaven,
and they are victors over themselves.—Testimonies, vol. 4, 86:2.

7. It takes time to transform the human to the divine, or to
degrade those formed in the image of God to the brutal or the
satanic.—Testimonies, vol. 2, 478:2.

Texts to Remember:
John 3:3 John 6:63 2 Peter 1:5-7 2 Peter 3:18

Define or Identify:

“milk of the word” progress spiritual food
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PRAYER

And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. John 14:13.

In order to commune with God, we must know something
to say to Him concerning our actual life.

Prayer is the opening of the heart
to God as to a friend. Not that it is
necessary, in order to make known to
God what we are, but in order to
enable us to receive Him. Prayer does
not bring God down to us, but brings
us up to Him.—Stfeps to Christ,
97:1, 2.

Prayer unites us with one another
and with God. Prayer brings Jesus to
our side, and gives to the fainting,
perplexed soul new strength to over-
come the world, the flesh, and the
devil. Prayer turns aside the attacks
of Satan.—Christ’s Object Lessons,
250:2,

What Prayer Is

1. What did Jesus say men ought
always to do? Luke 18:1.

2. Prayer is:

a. The opening of the heart to God
as to a friend.—Steps to Christ, 97:2.

b. The breath of the soul—Gospel
Workers, 254:4.

¢. The key in the hand of faith to
unlock heaven’s storehouse, where are
treasured the boundless resources of
Omnipotence.—Steps to Christ, 99:0.

How to Obtain Answers
to Prayer

3. What did James say concern-
ing the efficacy of prayer? James
5:16.

Note that this is the prayer of
a “righteous” man.

4, What must we do before we
can receive the full blessing of God?
Matthew 7:7, 8; 21:22; 1 John
5:14, 15. '

5. How earnestly are we to seek
God? Jeremiah 29:13,

6. To whom should our prayers
be addressed? Matthew 6:6.

7.In whose name should we
pray? John 15:16; 16:26, 27; Wil-
liam H. Branson, Drama of the
Ages, 240-243.

But to pray in the name of Jesus...
is to pray in the mind and spirit of
Jesus, while we believe His promises,
rely upon His grace, and work His
works.—Steps to Christ, 105:1.
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PRAYER HAS CAUSED THE
RELEASE OF MANY A
LOVED ONE FROM THE
PRISON HOUSE OF SIN

G /;/,J

Prayer connects us with the power of heaven
so that we can gain the victory over sin.

To pray in Christ's name means
much. It means that we are to accept
His character, manifest His spirit, and
work His works.—The Desire of Ages,
668:2.

8. In order for our prayers to
be answered, absolute faith is es-
sential. Study the following texts
carefully: Mark 11:24; Hebrews
11:6; James 1:3-7.

9. Name two other conditions to
answered prayer. Mark 11:25, 26;
1 John 3:21, 22.

Prayers God Will Hear

10. Whose prayer will God not
hear? Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 28:9;
James 4:1-3.

If we cling to any known sin, the
Lord will not hear us.—Steps to Christ,
99:3.

11. What prayer will always be
heard?

When we pray for earthly blessings,

the answer to our prayer may be de-
layed, or God may give us something

other than we ask, but not so when we
ask for deliverance from sin. It is His
will to cleanse us from sin, to make us
His children, and to enable us to live a
holy life—The Desire of Ages, 266:2.

12. In what parable did Christ

- jllustrate the spirit of a true sup-

pliant? Luke 18:9-14.

The prayer of the publican was
heard because it showed dependence
reaching forth to lay hold upon Om-
nipotence. Self to the publican ap-
peared nothing but shame. Thus it
must be seen by all who seek God.
By faith—faith that renounces all self-
trust—the needy suppliant is to lay
hold upon infinite power.—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, 159:2.

13. Where can the Christian best
find help? Matthew 6:5, 6.

We should pray in the family circle;
and above all we must not neglect
secret prayer; for this is the life of the
soul. . . . Family or public prayer alone
is not sufficient.—Steps to Christ, 102:2,

The darkness of the evil one en-
closes those who neglect to pray. The
whispered temptations of the enemy
entice them to sin; and it is all because
they do not make use of the privileges
that God has given them in the divine
appointment of prayer. Why should
the sons and daughters of God be re-
luctant to pray, when prayer is the key
in the hand of faith to unlock heaven’s
storehouse, where are treasured the
boundless resources of Omnipotence?
—RSteps to Christ, 98:2,

14, What assurance did Jesus

give that our prayers will be an-
swered? Matthew 7:7-11.

15. How many times a day did
David and Daniel pray? Psalm
55:17; Daniel 6:10.

16. What does Paul admonish us
to do? 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
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PRAYER

Christ commands, “Pray without
ceasing;” that is, keep the mind up-
lifted to God, the source of all power
and efficiency.—Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 511:0.

The Lord’s Prayer

17. What request of Jesus' dis-
ciples expresses our wish for to-
day? Luke 11:1.

18. Study THE LORD'S PRAYER
(Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)
under the following headings, or
divisions:

a. To whom addressed?

b. Praise and honor expressed.

¢. Requests,

d. Conclusion,

Do Not Forget:

1. The Holy Spirit indites all genuine prayer. . .

. His inter-

cessions are according to the will of God, never contrary to His
will.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 3, 1892,

2. Now is the time for earnest wrestling with God. Our voices
should join with the Saviour’s in that wonderful prayer: “Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
[Matthew 6:10.]—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, July 23, 1895,

3. God is bending from His throne to hear the cry of the op-

Desire of Ages, 356:3.

pressed. To every sincere prayer He answers, “Here am L"—The

4. In the affairs of daily life, in business transactions, and when
brought into unexpected difficulties, we, too, may telegraph our
silent petitions to the God of heaven, and receive aid—Ellen G.
White, Signs of the Times, May 29, 1884,

5. The path of sincerity and integrity is not a path free from
obstruction; but in every difficulty we are to see a call to prayer.—

The Desire of Ages, 667:4,

6. He [man] should search the Scriptures on bended knees;
morning, noon, and night, prayer should ascend from secret places,
and a continual prayer should arise from his heart that God will
guide him into all truth.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, July

17, 1884.

7. God does not always answer our prayers the first time we
call upon Him; for should He do this, we might take for granted
that we had a right to all the blessings and favors He bestowed
upon us.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, June 9, 1891.

8. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that
God will answer our petitions.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times,

Aug. 21, 1884.
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lives was exemplified true sanctifi-
cation.

3, Name four agencies of sancti-
fication.

4. What is man’s part in attain-
ing sanctification? i
Christian Growth

1. To what is the development of
the Christian life compared? & /

2. What must take place in us

before we can become a partaker

of Christ’s life?
3. State the essentials ._Qf Chris-
tian growth.- SSAES

4. In character building what
graces are we to add to our faith?

5. What is the Christian's spir-
itual exercise?

Prayer
1, Name three conditions to an-
swered prayer.

2. Memorize three choice defini-
tions of prayer and what it means
to'the Christian.

" 3. What prayer will God always
hear? ’

- 4. What encloses those who neg-
lect to pray?

5. Is it possible for God to answer

- some of our prayers by saying

“No"? Give reasons for your an-
swer,

Who said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1, “If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me.”
Psalm 66:18.

2. “Gather yourselves together,
yea, gather together, O nation not
desired; before the decree bring
forth, before the day pass as the
chaff, before the fierce anger of
the Lord come upon you, before
the day of the Lord’s anger come
upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all
ye meek of the earth, which have
wrought His judgment; seek right-
eousness, seek meekness: it may be
ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger.” Zephaniah 2:1-3.

3. “Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.,” Matthew 5:48.

4, *Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born from
above, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” John 3:3, margin.

5. “Tt is the spirit that quicken-
eth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life.” John
6:63.

6. “And whatsoever ye shall ask

in My name, that will I do, that

the Father may be glorified in the
Son.” John 14:13.

7. “Sanctify them through Thy
truth: Thy word is truth.” John
17:17.

8. “And for their sakes I sanc-
tify Myself, that they also might
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“THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD”

be sanctified through the truth.”
John 17:19. .

9. “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For therein is
the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.” Ro-
mans 1:16, 17.

10. “For what if some did not
believe? shall their unbelief make

the faith of God without effect?”
Romans 3:3.

11. “Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1.

12, “But of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus, who of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.”
1 Corinthians 1:30.

13. “For He hath made Him to

LAMBERT

Whe.n we pray to God we talk to a Friend who knows our needs. He is
anxious to answer us and to give us those things that will be for our welfare.
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be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians
5:21.

14, “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance: against such
there is no law.” Galatians 5:22,
- 23,

15. “Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun
a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 1:6.

16. “And the very God of peace
sanctify you wholly; and I pray
God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

17. “Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so0 that things
which are seen were not made of

things which do appear.” Hebrews
1343,

18. “But without faith it is im-
possible to please Him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him.”
Hebrews 11:6.

19. “Confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous man availeth much.” James
5:16.

20. “And beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness broth-
erly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity.” 2 Peter 1:5-T.

21. “But grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be
glory both now and forever.” 2 Pe-
ter 3:18.
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“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind.” Luke 10:27.

UNIT 5

Man’s Duty to God

The will of God as it relates to moral con-
duct is comprehended in His law of Ten
Commandments. These are great moral, un-
changeable precepts, binding upon all men in
every age. Exodus 20:1-17,
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ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF GOD’S LAW

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge

of sin. Romans 3:20.

Within the holy of holies, in the
sanctuary in heaven, the divine law
is sacredly enshrined,—the law that
was spoken by God Himself amid the
thunders of Sinai, and written with
His own finger on the tables of stone.

The law of God in the sanctuary
in heaven is the great original, of
which the precepts inscribed upon the
tables of stone, and recorded by Moses
in the Pentateuch, were an unerring
transcript.—The Great Controversy,

434:0, 1.

Its Written Origin and
Preservation

1. By whom was the law of God
given on Sinai? Exodus 20:1, 23
Deuteronomy 5:22; James 4:12.

2. Did God the Father or God
the Son give the law? Nehemiah
9:12, 13; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4.

Christ Himself had given both t}_le
moral and the ceremonial law. He dl_d
not come to destroy confidence in His
own instruction—The Desire of Ages,
307:2.

When the law was spoken, the Lord
. . . stood by the side of His Son, en-
shrouded in the fire and the smoke

on the mount. It was not here that
the law was first given; but it was
proclaimed, that the children of Is-
rael, whose ideas had become confuse:xd
in their association with idolaters in
Egypt, might be reminded of its terms,
and understand what constitutes the
true worship of Jehovah.

What condescension was this, that
the infinite God should stand side by
side with His Son, while the law, which
is the foundation of His government,
was given, He would give His people
an intelligent knowledge of His will.—
Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times,
Oct. 15, 1896.

3. On what were the divine pre-
cepts written? Deuteronomy 9:10,
11.

4. When Moses returned to the
foot of the mountain and found
Israel worshiping the golden calf,
what did he do with the stones
on which was written God’s law?
Deuteronomy 9:17.

To show his abhorrence of their
crime, he threw down the tables of
stone, and they were broken in the
sight of all the people, thus signify-
ing that as they had broken their cove-
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When Moses saw the people worshiping the
calf, he threw down the tables of stone.

nant with God, so God had broken His
covenant with them.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 320:1.

5. What instructions were then
given to Moses, and what did God
again do? Deuteronomy 10:1-4.

6. Where, or in what, were these
tables of stone kept for many cen-
turies? Deuteronomy 10:5; 1 Kings
8:5-9,

7. Where, at the present time,
is the ark and the tables of stone
containing the law?

Among the righteous still in Jerusa-
lem, to whom had been made plain the
divine purpose, were some who deter-
mined to place beyond the reach of
ruthless hands the sacred ark contain-
ing the tables of stone on which had
been traced the precepts of the Deca-

logue. This they did. With mourning
and sadness they secreted the ark in a
cave, where it was to be hidden from
the people of Israel and Judah because
of their sins, and was to be no more
restored to them. That sacred ark is
yvet hidden. It has never been disturbed
since it was secreted.—Prophets and
Kings, 453:2.

The Purpose of God’s Law

8. To what is the law compared?
What does it reveal? James 1:22-
25,

9. What is the purpose of the law
of God? Matthew 19:17; Romans
3:20; 7:10,

God has given us His holy pre-
cepts, because He loves mankind.’ To
shield us from-the-results-of transgres-
sion, He reveals the principles of right-
eousness, The law is an expression of
the thought of God; when received in
Christ, it becomes our thought. It lifts
us above the power of nafural desires
and tendencies above temptations that
lead fo sin. ...

‘God made known to men the holi-
ness of His character, that by contrast
they might see the sinfulness of their
own. The law was given to convict
them of sin, and reveal their need of
a Saviour. It would do this as its prin-
ciples were applied to the heart by the
Holy Spirit. This work it is still to do.
—The Desire of Ages, 308:1, 2.

10. Why should we fear God and

keep His commandments? Eccle-
siastes 12:13, 14.

11. What did James regard as the
supreme standard of life? James
2:8, 9, 12,

12, Who will be admitted into
the Paradise of God and be per-
mitted to eat of the tree of life?
Matthew 7:21; Revelation 22:14,
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Ponder This:

1. God’s law is the law of love—Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, 144:2.

1. The conditions of eternal life, under grace, are Jqst what
they were in Eden,—perfect righteousness, harmony with Godf,
perfect conformity to the principles of HlS. law. The stande}rd 0
character presented in the Old Testament is the same tl}at.: is pre-
sented in the New Testament. . . . In every comma'nfi or 1n]unct}on
that God gives, there is a promise, the most pomtn_fe, unde'rlymg
the command.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 116:2.

3. The law shows us our sing, as a mirror shows us tha.t our
face is not clean. The mirror has no power to clieanse the face; thac‘;
is not its office. So it is with the law. It points out our defects, an
condemns us, but it has no power to save us. We ‘must con%e 2t40
Christ for pardon.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, Sept. 24,

1896.

4. The atonement of Calvary vindicated the law of God as holy,
just, and true, not only before the fallen world, b}lt before Hea;etn
and before worlds unfallen. Christ came to magnify Fhe law an . (;)
make it honorable.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, June 20,

1895,

5, Instead of proclaiming the abolition of the law, Calvary’s
cross proclaims in thunder tones its immutable and eternal charac-
ter—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895.

i God’s great moral
6. Rirhteousness can be defined only by : :
standarc% the Ten Commandments.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the

Times, June 20, 1895.

Texts to Remember:

Deuteronomy 5:22 Romans 3:20  Revelation 22:14
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 1 John 3:4

Define or Identify:

discern mirror stapdard
knowledge of sin motive to judge
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GOD’S ETERNAL LAW

Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy,
and just, and good. Romans 7:12.

The law was not spoken at this
time exclusively for the benefit of the
Hebrews. God honored them by mak-
ing them the guardians and keepers
of His law, but it was to be held as a
sacred trust for the whole world. The
precepts of the Decalogue are adapted
to all mankind, and they were given
for the instruction and government
of all. Ten precepts, brief, compre-
hensive, and authoritative, cover the
duty of man to God and to his fellow
man; and all based upon the great
fundamental principle of love.—Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, 305:2,

Nature of God’s Law

1. What is the nature of God's
law? Psalm 19:7-10; Romans 7:12,
14,

The law of God, from its very na-
ture, is unchangeable. It is a revelation
of the will and the character of its
Author. God is love, and His law is
love, Its-two great principles are love
to God and love to man. ‘“Love is the
fulfilling of the law.” Romans 13:10.
The character of God is righteousness
and truth; such is the nature of His
law. . . . Such a law, being an expres-
sion of the mind and will of God, must
be as enduring as its Author—The
Great Controversy, 467:1.

2. God’s law is like God and just
as enduring.

3. What made the law of God
or the Ten Commandments so dis-
tinctive, so different from all the

other laws of Israel? Deuteronomy
5:1-5, 22-26.

a. God talked with them “face
to face.” Deuteronomy 5:4.

b. God spoke ‘“‘these words . . .
out of the midst of the fire, of the
cloud, and of the thick darkness,
with a great voice.” Deuteronomy
5:22,

¢. God wrote the words which
He spoke, on two tables of stone.
Deuteronomy 5:22.

d. Israel heard the voice of God.
Deuteronomy 5:24, 26,

4. How is it proved that God's
law is eternal?

a. “My covenant will I not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone
out of My lips.” Psalm 89:34.

b. “Thy righteousness is an
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THE LAW

Thou shalt have no other gods befare
Me.

1t

Theu shall not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any-
thing thot is in heaven above, or that
is iﬁ the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth: thou shall
not bow down ihyself to them, nor
serve them: for | the Lord thy God am
a jealovs God, visiling the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto he
third and fourth generation of them
that hate Me; and showing mercy unio
thousands of them that love Me, and
keep My coammandments.

1iE

Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain; for the tord will
not hold him guiltless that taketh His

name in vain,

v

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy. Six days shalr thou labor, un.d
do all thy work: but the seventh day |‘s
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it
thou shalt not do eny wark, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-
servant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lard made
heoven and earth, the sea, and all that
in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore W Lord blessed the Sabbath
da’ Folliii it

N

STAN DUNPHY, ARTIST !
Jesus did not come to abolish the law,

but He came to magnify it and make it more becxuﬁful..

OF GOD

A3

Honor thy father and thy mother.
that thy doys may be leng upon the
fand which the lord thy God giveth
thee.

-

Thou shalt nor kill.

Vil

Thou shalt not commit adulitery.

VIl

Thou shalt not steal.

IX

Thou shalt not b
against thy neighbs

Thou shalt no
house, thou '.
bar's wile,
maidserveant
nor an é
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GOD’S ETERNAL LAW

God Is
a. Holy. Leviticus 11:44,
b. Truth. Psalm 31:5.
¢. Righteous. Psalm 145:17.
d. Perfect. Matthew 5:48,
e. A spirit. John 4:24.
f. Eternal. 1 Timothy 1:17.
¢. Unchangeable. James 1:17.
h. Love. 1 John 4:8.

God’s Law Is
a. Holy. Romans 7:12,
b. Truth, Malachi 2:6.
¢. Righteous. Psalm 119:172.
d. Perfect. Psalm 19:7.
€. Spiritual. Romans 7:14.
f. Eternal, Psalm 111:7, 8.
g. Not alterabie. Psalm 89:34.
h. Based on love, Matthew 22:36-40.

everlasting righteousness.” Psalm
119:142.

¢. “All Thy commandments are
righteousness.” Psalm 119:172.

God’s commandments are right-
eousness, and His righteousness
is everlasting; therefore the com-

mandments are everlasting, or eter-
nal.

Divisions of the Law of God

5. There were ten command-
ments. Deuteronomy 4:13.

6. They were written by God on

two tables of stone. Deuteronomy
4:13,

7. What did Jesus say as to the
number of commandments? Mat-
thew 22:36-40,

8. How can the answer to ques-
tion 7 be harmonized with Deuter-
onomy 4:13?

9. What claim has Satan made
regarding God’'s commandments?

Satan had claimed that it was im-
possible for man to obey God’s com-
mandments; and in our own strength
it is true that we cannot obey them.

First (Love to God)
a. No other gods.

b. Make no image of God.

¢. Take not God’s name in
vain.

d. Remember God's Sabbath.

ets.” Matthew 22:40.

“On these two commandments hang all the law and the proph-

Second (Love to Man)
€. Honor your parents.
f. Do not kill.
g. Do not commit adultery.
h. Do not steal,
i. Do not lie.

j. Do not covet anything that be-
longs to your neighbor.
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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

But Christ came in the form of hu-
manity, and by His perfect obedi-
ence He proved that humanity and
divinity combined can obey every one
of God’s precepts.—Christ’s Object Les-
sons, 314:3.

10. What is the most eloquent

sermon that can be preached on
the law of God?

The most eloquent sermon that can
be preached upon the law of Ten Com-
mandments is to do them. Obedience
should be made a personal duty.—Tes-
timonies, vol. 4, 58:2.

Ponder This:

1. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an
embodiment of the great principle of love, and hence is the founda-
tion of His government in heaven and earth.—Steps to Christ, 65:2.

9. Obedience—the service and allegiance of love—is the true
sign of discipleship.—Steps to Christ, 65:2.

3. That so-called faith in Christ which professes to release men
from the obligation of obedience to God, is not faith, but presump-

tion.—Steps to Christ, 66:2.

4. Every jot and tittle of the law of God is a pledge of perfect
rest and assurance in obedience. If you will obey these command-
ments, you will find, in every specification, a most precious prom-
ise. Take Jesus as your partner. Ask of Him help to keep God’s
law. He will be to you a safeguard and counselor, a guide that will
never mislead.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, Jan. 26, 1897.

5. God has given man a complete rule of life in His law.
Obeyed, man shall live by it, through the merits of Christ. Trans-

gre

ssed, it has power to condemn. The law sends men to Christ, and

Christ points them back to the law.—Fllen G. White, Signs of the

Times, Sept. 4, 1884.

Texts to Remember:

Psalm 19:7
Psalm 89:34

Psalm 111:7, 8
Matthew 22:36-40

Romans 7:12

Define or Identify:
alter Decalogue immutable law transeript
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JESUS AND THE COMMANDMENTS

If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love;
even as I have kept My Father’s commandments, and abide

in His love. John 15:10.

God requires perfection of His chil-
dren. His law is a transcript of His
own character, and it is the standard
of all character. This infinite stand-
ard is presented to all that there may
be no mistake in regard to the kind of
people whom God will have to com-
pose His kingdom, The life of Christ
on earth was a perfect expression of
God’s law, and when those who claim
to be children of God become Christ-
like in character, they will be obedi-
ent to God’s commandments. Then
the Lord can trust them to be of
the number who shall compose the
family of heaven. Clothed in the
glorious apparel of Christ’s righteous-
ness, they have a place at the King’s
feast. They have a right to join the
blood-washed throng.—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, 315:1.

Purpose and Power of
Jesus’ Life

1. What did Jesus say of the pur-
pose of His life? Luke 22:42; John
4:34; 5:30.

2. How did Jesus relate Himself
to the commandments? Matthew
5:17; John 15:10.
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3. According to prophecy, what
was Jesus to do with the law? Isa-
iah 42:21,

4. Notice how Jesus magnified
the law:

a. Murder. Matthew 5:21, 22.
b. Adultery. Matthew 5:27, 28.

His mission was to “magnify the
law, and make it honorable.” Isaiah
42:21. He was to show the spiritual
nature of the law, to present its far-
reaching principles, and to make plain

The Bible points out the sin in our lives and
shows us how to be like Jesus, our Example.
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its eternal obligation—Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, 19:L.

5. How did Jesus emphasize the
necessity of obeying the command-
ments? Matthew 19:16-19.

6. When Christ died on the cross,
from what did He redeem us? Ro-
mans 8:3; Galatians 3:13.

7. How did Jesus show that the
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JESUS AND THE COMMANDMENTS

“whole duty of man”? Ecclesias-
tes 12:13.

12. How do we demonstrate our
love for Jesus? John 14:15.

13. Of what is obedience a sym-
bol? 1 John 2:3, 4; 5:2, 3.

_ 14, What is one of the character-
1sttics by which the remnant church
will be known? Revelation 12:17;

' 15. How can we harmonize faith
in Jesus, the law, the gospel, and
discipleship? 2 John 5, 6, 9.

16. We are saved—

a. BY Christ. Acts 16:31.

b. FROM sin. Matthew 1:21.

¢. FOR service. Matthew 20:28;
28:19, 20.

d. TO obedience. 1 Samuel 15:22;

law would not be done away with 14:12. Matth
g ew 7:21.
at the cross? Matthew 5:17-19. = — . THE LAW AND
Speaking of the law, Jesus said, “I i MAKE IT HOEEEf}?,’-E
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” ==
[Matthew 5:17.] He here used the word Jesus did not come to abolish the law, He
“fulfill” in the same sense as when He magnified its teachings and made them live. Ponder This:

declared to John the Baptist His pur-
pose to “fulfill all righteousness” (Mat-
thew 3:15); that is, to fill up the meas-
ure of the law’s requirement, to give
an example of perfect conformity to
the will of God.—Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, 78:2.

8. Interpret the meaning of the
word “fulfill” as it is used in Mat-
thew 5:17, 18 in the light of the
following texts:

a. Matthew 3:15.
b. Romans 13:8-10.
c. Galatians 6:2.

By His own obedience to the law,
Christ testified to its immutable char-
acter, and proved that through His
grace it could be perfectly obeyed by
every son and daughter of Adam. . ..
e does not teach that the law is ever
to be abrogated, but He fixes the eye
upon the utmost verge of man’s hori-
zon, and assures us that until this point
is reached, the law will retain its
authority, so that none may suppose
it was His mission to abolish the pre-
cepts of the law.—Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, 79:3.

The law reveals the attributes of

God’s character, and not a jot or tittle
of it could be changed to meet man
in his fallen condition. God did not
change His law, but He sacrificed Him-
self, in Christ, for man’s redemption.—
The Desire of Ages, T62:1.

9. By His death, for what hu-
man weakness did Jesus make pro-
vision? Romans 8:3, 4.

10. What does faith in Christ do
to the law? Romans 3:31.

The death of Jesus Christ on the
cross is the greatest argument that
the law could not be done away
with. Could the law have been
abolished, there would have been
no need of His meeting its penalty
and “tasting death for every man.

T saw that it was impossible for God
to alter or change His law, to save lost,
perishing man; therefore He suffered

His beloved Son to die for man’s trans-
gression.—Early Writings, 152:1.

The Test of Discipleship
11. What is included in the
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L. .Be:cause the law of the Lord is perfect, and therefore change-
less, it is impossible for sinful men, in themselves, to meset the
standard of its requirement. This was why Jesus’came as our
Redeemer. . . . When we forsake our sins, and receive Christ as

our Saviour, the law is exalted.—Thoughts F
Blessing, 80:1. g rom the Mount of

2. Those principlles that were made known to man in Paradise
as the great law of life, will exist unchanged in Paradise restored.—
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 80:2,

3. VE/’_e must keep His commandments, even as He kept His
Father’s commandments. If we do this, we shall find that there is
not a _precept of the law but that is for the good and happiness of
mankind, both in this life, and in the future, immortal life.—Ellen
G. White, Signs of the Times, May 27, 1839, '

4. The law was ordained unto life, and is an expression of the
love of God to man. To despise it is to despise its Author; for it
partakes- of the perfection of the divine character. To the’ trans-
gressor it becomes, not a savor of life unto life, but of death unto
death.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, July 24, 1884,

5_. Perf_ec.tion of character is attainable by everyone who strives
for it. This is made the very foundation of the new covenant of the
E{Jspel. The c1;1}!\: of Jehovah is the tree; the gospel is the fragrant

ossoms and fruit which it bears.—Ellen G. White, Revi
Herald, April 5, 1898, PR

Texts to Remember:

Matthew 5:17-19 John 15:10
Matthew 19:17 1 John 2:3, 4
121
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THE FIRST AND SECOND
COMMANDMENTS

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve ‘fher‘n:
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate Me;

And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love
Me, and keep My commandments, Exodus 20:3-6.

Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent,
uncreated One, Himself the source
and sustainer of all, is alone entitl_ed
-to supreme reverence and worship.
Man is forbidden to give to any other
object the first place in his affections
or his service. Whatever we cherish
that tends to lessen our love for God
or to interfere with the service due
Him, of that do we make a god. ...
The second commandment forbids
the worship of the true God by im-
ages or similitudes. Many heathen na-
tions claimed that their images were
mere figures or symbols by which
the Deity was worshiped; but God
has declared such worship to be sin.
The attempt to represent the Eter-
nal One by material objects would
lower man’s conception of God. The
mind, turned away from the infinite
perfection of Jehovah, would be at-
tracted to the creature rather than

to the Creator. And as his concep-
tions of God were lowered, so would
man become degraded.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 305:3 to 306:1.

Idol Worship Early in History

1. How early in the history of
the world do we find men violat-
ing the first and second command-
ments?

In the days of Noah, false wor-
ship had become fully developed.

In the green fields, and under the
shadow of the goodly trees, they set
up the altars of their idols. Exten_sive
groves, that retained their foliage
throughout the year, were dedicated
to the worship of false gods. With
these groves were connected beautiful
gardens, their long, winding avenues
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overhung with fruit-bearing trees of
all descriptions, adorned with, statuary,
and furnished with all that could de-
light the senses or minister to the vo-
luptuous desires of the people, and thus
allure them to participate in the idola-
trous worship.—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 91:1.

2. What caused the men of
Noah’s time to reject his preach-
ing?

The men of that generation were
not all, in the fullest acceptation of the
term, idolaters. Many professed to be
worshipers of God. They claimed that
their idols were representations of the
Deity, and that through them the peo-
ple could obtain a clearer conception
of the divine Being. This class were
foremost in rejecting the preaching of
Noah. As they endeavored to represent
God by material objects, their minds
were blinded to His majesty and power;
they ceased to realize the holiness of
His character, or the sacred, unchang-
ing nature of His requirements. . . .
Had the men of that generation obeyed
the divine law, they would have recog-
nized the voice of God in the warning
of His servant; but their minds had
become so blinded by rejection of light
that they really believed Noah’s mes-
sage to be a delusion.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 95:3.

3. From early times, what have
been the objects of worship among
the nations of earth? Deuteronomy
4:19; 17:3; 2 Kings 17:16; 21:3,
last part.

4, Which of the heavenly bodies
has been most widely worshiped?
Ezekiel 8:16,

The sun and moon were objects of
worship to the Egyptians.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 272:1.

Baal [was] the sun-god of Phoenicia.
—The Great Controversy, 583:1.

WE DON'T
WORSHIP
THE IMAGE -
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The worship of images is a form of idolatry
which the law of God does not sanction.

Idolatry Was Israel’s Downfall

5. What was Israel’'s sin that
caused her suppressions at the
hands of her enemies? Judges 10:6,

6. What finally led to Israel’s
captivity? 2 Kings 17:5-18.

Other Kinds of Idols
and Idolatry

7. Note other forms of idolatry.
Isaiah 2:8, 9, 20.

8. Is it possible to receive help
from an idol? 1 Kings 18:25-28;
Psalm 115:4-8; Habakkuk 2:18, 19.

9. Although a professed Chris-
tian may not worship idols of wood
and stone, how may he at heart be
an idolater? Ephesians 5:5.

Though in a different form, idolatry
exists in the Christian world today as
verily as it existed among ancient Is-
rael in the days of Elijah. The god of
many professedly wise men, of philoso-
phers, poets, politicians, journalists,—
the god of polished fashionable circles,
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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

of many colleges and universities, even
of some theological institutions,—is
little better than Baal, the sun-god
of Phoenicia.—The Great Controversy,
583:1.

10. What part does such an “idol-
ater” not have in the kingdom of
heaven? Ephesians 5:5, last part.

11. Point out other ways in which
the first commandment may be
broken.

The parading of bows and ribbons,
ruffles and feathers, and gold and silver
ornaments is a species of idolatry and
is wholly inappropriate for the sacred

service of God, where the eye of every,

worshiper should be single to His glory.
All matters of dress should be strictly
guarded, following closely the Bible
rule. Fashion has been the goddess
who has ruled the outside world, and
she often insinuates herself into the
church.—Testimonies, vol. 5,499:2 (1948
ed., 499:1).

12. Before the end of time, what
will nearly all the world worship?
Revelation 13:3, 4, 8, 12, 15.

God’s Promises and
Punishments

13. What will God visit upon the

children of those who break these
commandments? Exodus 20:5.

14, Does the God of heaven per-
mit children to be punished for
their parents’ sins? Ezekiel 18:20.

It is inevitable that children should
suffer from the consequences of pa-
rental wrongdoing, but they are not
punished for the parents’ guilt, except
as they participate in their sins. It is
usually the case, however, that chil-
dren walk in the steps of their parents.
By inheritance and example the sons
become partakers of the father’s sin.
Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites,
and debased morals, as well as physical
disease and degeneracy, are transmitted
as a legacy from father to son, to the
third and fourth generation. This fear-
ful truth should have a solemn power
to restrain men from following a course
of sin—Patriarchs and Prophets, 306:3.

15. What is promised those who
love God and keep His command-
ments? Exodus 20:6.

And to those who are faithful in His
service, mercy is promised, not merely
to the third and fourth generation as
is the wrath threatened against those
who hate Him, but to thousands of
generations.—Patriarchs and Prophets,
306:4.

Ponder This:

1. We are confronted with a world in midnight darkness, almost
wholly given over to idolatry.—Testimonies, vol. 8, 42:1.

9. It is as easy to make an idol of cherished ideas or objects as
to fashion gods of wood or stone.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 173:4.

3. If we love the things of the world and have pleasure in un-

righteousness or fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness
we have put the stumbling block of our iniquity before our face
and have set up idols in our heart. And unless by determined effort
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we put them away we shall never be acknowledged as the sons and
daughters of God.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 164:2,

) 4. '}‘here are times when apostasy comes into the ranks, when
plgty is left out of the heart by those who should have kef)t step
with their divine Leader. The people of God separate from the
source of their strength, and pride, vanity, extravagance, and dis-
play follow. There are idols within and idols without;,but God
sends the Comforter as a reprover of sin, that His people may be
warned of their apostasy and rebuked for their backsliding. When
the more precious manifestations of His love shall be gratefully
acknowledged and appreciated, the Lord will pour in the balm of

ig{(’niort and the oil of joy.—Fundamentals of Christian Education,

) 5. Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be
given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the
desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Sétan.
Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class
Tfhe ii}fe of s;lﬁsh ease and freedom from responsibility is the idoi
of others. But these slavish ban
T bands must be broken.—Steps to

Texts to Remember:
Exodus 20:3-6 Revelation 13:3, 4, §, 12, 15
2 Kings 17:5-18

Define or Identify:

idol idolatry image similitude
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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh
His name in vain. Exodus 20:7.

This commandment not only pro-
hibits false oaths and common swear-
ing, but it forbids us to use the name
of God in a light or careless manner,
without regard to its awful signifi-
cance. By the thoughtless mention of
God in common conversation, by ap-
peals to Him in trivial matters, and
by the frequent and thoughtless repe-
tition of His name, we dishonor Him.
“Holy and reverend is His name.”
Psalm 111:9. All should meditate
upon His majesty, His purity a}nd
holiness, that the heart may be im-
pressed with a sense of His exalted
character; and His holy name should
be uttered with reverence and so-
lemnity.—Patriarchs and Propbets,
306:6.

The Name of the Lord
Thy God

1. What two words are used in
referring to God's name? Psalm
11129,

2. When God proclaimed His
name to Moses, what words did
He use? Exodus 34:5-7T.

Great significance was attached to
the names given by Hebrew parents to

their children. Often these stood for
traits of character that the parent de-
sired to see developed in the child.—
Prophets and Kings, 481:0.

3. With what care should we use
God's name? Exodus 20:7; Psalm
111:9.

Some think it a mark of humility to
pray to God in a common manner, as
if talking with a human being. They
profane His name by needlessly and ir-
reverently mingling with their prayers
the words, “God Almighty,”—awful,
sacred words, which should never pass
the lips except in subdued tones and
with a feeling of awe.—Gospel Work-
ers, 176:3.

Oath Taking

4. Does the third commandment
forbid the taking of the judicial
cath?

The example of Jesus is worthy
of our study. The high priest said
to Jesus, “I adjure Thee by the liv-
ing God, that Thou tell us whether
Thou be the Christ, the Son of
God.” Matthew 26:63.

Our Saviour did not . . . forbid the
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use of the judicial oath, in which God
is solemnly called to witness that what
is said is truth, and nothifig but the
truth—Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, 104:0.

5. Who, of all people, can con-
sistently testify under the judicial
oath, “Do you promise to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, so help you God?”

But if there is anyone who can con-
sistently testify under oath, it is the
Christian. He lives constantly as in the
presence of God, knowing that every
thought is open to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do; and when re-
quired to do so in a lawful manner, it is
right for him to appeal to God as a
witness that what he says is the truth,
and nothing but the truth.—Thoughts
I'rom the Mount of Blessing, 104:2.

Profanity
6. What is profanity?

While the prohibition of profanity
in speech, or cursing, is not the pri-
mary object of the third command-
ment, it is nevertheless included, What
we speak of as common swearing has
been called “the most gratuitous of all
sins” because it is “not only sinful, but
useless.” It is silly, vulgar, and pro-
fane. The word “profane” is composed
of two Latin words, pro, meaning “in
front of,” and fane, meaning “the
temple.” It indicates irreverence for
holy things. It is defying God, as it
were, in the very vicinity of His holy
temple. Tt is trampling reverence, the
queen of virtues, underfoot. The door
of God’s holy temple, representing His
presence, is closed in the face of the
profane,

Profanity is never a sign of intelli-
gence. It is always most prevalent
among the crude, uncultured, and il
literate. If it is intended as humor, it
is humor of a very low order. . .. If
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The fourth commandment tells who the Cre-
ator is and how we are to give Him honor,

there is no God it is useless and worse
than vanity, a sign of crass ignorance.
Would anyone be so debased and ir-
reverent as to profane the name of
his mother, sister, wife, or sweetheart?
... What then should be our attitude
toward the name of One who is as high
above us as the heavens are higher
than the earth, One who is infinitely
bure and holy?—Taylor G. Bunch, The
Ten Commandments, 67:2 to 68:1.

7. What did Jesus say about

swearing? Matthew 5:34-37.

8. What instance from the OQld

Testament shows the serious na-
ture of blasphemy and cursing?
Leviticus 24:10-14.

9. In what respect do the second

and third commandments differ
from the other eight? Exodus
20:4-7,

The second and third command-

ments are the only two that con-
tain a threat. Of the third it is
said that the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh His name
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in vain. Many are inclined to look

upon profanity as a small matter,
but this awful threatening should
convince them that the Lord con-
siders vain worship as one of the
worst of sins, one that will not go
unpunished.

10. How only can God’s name be
hallowed?

God's name can be hallowed only by
doing His will on earth as it is done in
heaven, which is the evidence of heav-
enly citizenship.—Taylor G. Bunch, T'he
Ten Commandments, 75:4.

11. How seriously did Jesus say

we should speak? Matthew 5:33-
317.

Jesus proceeded to lay down a prin-
ciple that would make oath taking
needless. He teaches that the exact
truth should be the law of speech. “Let
your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
and whatsoever is more than these is
of the evil one.” [Matthew 5:39, R.V.]

These words condemn all those
meaningless phrases and expletives
that border on profanity. They con-
demn the deceptive compliments, the
evasion of truth, the flattering phrases,
the exaggerations, the misrepresenta-
tions in trade, that are current in so-
ciety and in the business world. They
teach that no one who tries to appear
what he is not, or whose words do not
convey the real sentiment of his heart,
can be called truthful.—Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, 105:1, 2.

Ponder This:

1. “Holy and reverend is His name” (Psalm 111:9), the psalmist
declares. Angels, when they speak that name, veil their faces.
With what reverence, then, should we, who are fallen and sinful,
take it upon our lips!—Gospel Workers, 178:3.

2. To hallow the name of the Lord requires that the words in
which we speak of the Supreme Being be uttered with reverence.
. .. We are never in any manner to treat lightly the titles or
appellations of the Deity. In prayer we enter the audience chamber
of the Most High; and we should come before Him with holy awe.
—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 157:1.

3. In every act of life you are to make manifest the name of
God. This petition calls upon you to possess His character. You
cannot hallow His name, you cannot represent Him to the world,
unless in life and character you represent the very life and char-
acter of God. This you can do only through the acceptance of the
grace and righteousness of Christ—Thoughts From the Mount of

Blessing, 158:1.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20:7

Psalm 111:9

Define or Identify:

blasphemy repetition take a name in vain
profanity reverence
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:

But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed

it. Exodus 20:8-11.

The Sabbath is not introduced as
a new institution but as having been
founded at creation. Itis to be remem-
bered and observed as the memorial of
the Creator’s work. Pointing to Ged
as the Maker of the heavens and the
earth, it distinguishes the true God
from all false gods. All who keep the
seventh day, signify by this act that
they are worshipers of Jehovah, ...

God has given men six days wherein
to labor, and He requires that their
own work be done in the six working
days. Acts of necessity and mercy are
permitted on the Sabbath, the sick
and suffering are at all times to be
cared for; but unnecessary labor is to
be strictly avoided. . . . Those who
discuss business matters or lay plans
on the Sabbath, are regarded by God
as though engaged in the actual trans-
action of business. To keep the Sab-
bath holy, we should not even allow
our minds to dwell upon things of a
worldly character.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 307:2, 3.

Why a Sabbath

1. Why did God make “His won-
derful works”? Psalm 111:4.

2. What institution is especially
designed to help man remember
creation? Exodus 20:8-11; 31:16,
17,

Had the Sabbath been universally
kept, man’s thoughts and affections
would have been led to the Creator as
the object of reverence and worship,
and there would never have been an
idolater, an atheist, or an infidel.—The
Great Controversy, 438:0.

3. For whose benefit was the
Sabbath made? Mark 2:27, 28.

God reserved the seventh day as a
period of rest for man, for the good of
man as well as for His own glory. He
saw that the wants of man required a
day of rest from toil and care, that his
health and life would be endangered
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One of the best ways to remember the Sab-
bath is to worship God in His sanctuary.

without a period of relaxation from the
labor and anxiety of the six days.—
Testimonies, vol. 1, 532: 1.

4, Show that the Sabbath was
kept before the law was spoken
from Sinai:

a. It was sanctified—set apart
for a holy use—at the time of
creation. Genesis 2:1-3.

b. Abraham obeyed God’s com-
mandments. Genesis 26:5.

¢. The Sabbath was kept by Is-
rael in the wilderness before reach-
ing Sinai. Exodus 16.

d. God said, “Remember the Sab-
bath day.” Exodus 20:8.

The Sabbath was binding in Eden,
and it has been in force ever since.
This fourth commandment begins with
the word “remember,” showing that
the Sabbath already existed when God
wrote this law on tables of stone at
Sinai. How can men claim that this
commandment has been done away
with when they will admit that the
other nine are binding?—Dwight L.
Moody, Weighed and Wanting, 47:1.

The New Testament Sabbath

5. What is said of Jesus’ custom
on the Sabbath? Luke 4:16.

6. What day of the week was
kept as the Sabbath by the dis-
ciples of Jesus at the time of the
crucifixion? Luke 23:54 to 24:1.

7. What indication is there that
Jesus expected His disciples to keep
the Sabbath even after the cruci-
fixion? Matthew 24:20.

8. Notice Paul’s habits on the
Sabbath:

a. At Antioch of Pisidia even
when speaking to Gentiles, Acts
13:14, 42, 44,

b. At Philippi. Acts 16:12, 13.

c. At Thessalonica ‘“Paul, as his
manner was.” Acts 17:2.

d. At Corinth “every Sabbath”
for eighteen months. Acts 18:3,
4, 11.

9. On what day does John, in
the Revelation, indicate that he
received that great prophetic out-
line of last-day events? Revelation
1:10.

10. What day is the only one that
God has claimed as ‘“the Lord’s
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day”? Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:
13, 14; Mark 2:27, 28.

How to Keep the Sabbath

11. What marks the beginning
and ending of the Sabbath? Leviti-
cus 23:32.

12. How do we know what is
meant by “even”? Deuteronomy
16:6; Mark 1:32,

13. What Biblical evidence do we
have that God intends that there
shall be an assembly for worship
on the Sabbath? Leviticus 23:3;
Hebrews 10:25.

A convocation is an assembly or
meeting of people.

14. When are we to prepare for
the Sabbath? Exodus 16:5; Luke
23:54, 56.

15. Spirit of prophecy counsel for
proper Sabbath observance:

a. “On Friday let the preparation
for the Sabbath be completed.”’—
Testimonies, vol. 6, 355:3.

b. “Before the setting of the sun
let the members of the family as-
semble to read God’s word, to sing
and pray.”’—Testimonies, vol. 6,
356:5.

¢. “Let not the precious hours of
the Sabbath be wasted in bed.”—
Testimonies, vol. 6, 357:1.

d. Guard your conversation. Tes-
timonies, vol. 2, 703:2.

e. Attend worship services of the
church. Testimonies, vol. 6, 360:2
to 368:3.

f. Take nature hikes to make its
hours pleasant for children. Testi-
monies, vol. 6, 358:2; Testimonies
to Ministers, 137:1.

g. Close with song and prayer.
Testimonies, vol, 6, 359:2 (1948 ed.,
359:1).

16. How can we know that Satur-
day in these modern times is the
identical Sabbath God blessed at
the creation week in the beginning?

a. It was identified by Jesus.
Luke 4:16.

b. It was identified as “the Sab-
bath day according to the com-
mandment” at the time of the

crucifixion and resurrection. Luke
23:56.

c. It is identified by the Jewish
calendar, and it was observed then
and is today.

d. It is identified by Christian
practice of Sundaykeeping today.

17. In the new earth what will
be the special day for worship?
Isaiah 66:23.

Great blessings are enfolded in the
observance of the Sabbath, and God
desires that the Sabbath day shall be
to us a day of joy.—Testimonies, vol. 6,
349:1.

To those who reverence His holy day
the Sabbath is a sign that God recog-
nizes them as His chosen people. Itis a
pledge that He will {ulfill to them His
covenant. Every soul who accepts the
sign of God's government places him-
self under the divine, everlasting cove-
nant. Te fastens himself to the golden
chain of obedience, every link of which
is a promise.—Testimonies, vol. 6, 350:2.
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Ponder This:

1. Both by precept and example the Saviour taught the sacred
obligations of the Sabbath commandment. Throughout His min-
istry upon earth no small share of His teaching was directed
toward instructing men as to what was lawful to do upon the
Sabbath day.—Ellen G. White, S8igns of the Times, Nov. 12, 1894.

2. God requires them [all] to come into harmony with His law,
and to observe the Sabbath of His appointing. The time has come
when the glory of the Lord is to fill the earth, and when the whole
earth shall be lightened with His glory.—Ellen G. White, Signs of
the Times, Nov. 19, 1894,

3. They . . . excuse themselves by saying: “The Sabbath was
given for a day of rest. I will not deprive myself of rest to attend
meeting, for I need rest.”” Such make a wrong use of the sanctified
day. They should, upon that day especially, interest their families
in its observance and assemble at the house of prayer with the few
or with the many, as the case may be. They should devote their
time and energies to spiritual exercises, that the divine influence
resting upon the Sabbath may attend them through the week. Of
all the days in the week, none are so favorable for devotional
thoughts and feelings as the Sabbath.—Testimonies, vol. 2, 704:2.

4. I would prefer to eat bread and water only, rather than to
run any risk of breaking the fourth commandment. All needful
preparation for the Sabbath should be made on Friday. On Sab-
bath morning, if the weather is cool, let hot gruel be provided.
Further than this, all cooking should be avoided as a violation of
the Sabbath.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, May 8, 1883.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20:8-11 Isaiah 66:23
Exodus 31:16, 17 Mark 2:27, 28

Define or Identify:

atheist memorial
“ayen to even” “Remember—"’
evolutionary theory “Think not your own thoughts.”
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THE SEAL OF GOD

Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign be-
tween Me and you throughout your generations; that ye
may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.

Exodus 31:13.

Had the Sabbath been universally
kept, man’s thoughts and affections
would have been led to the Creator as
the object of reverence and worship,
and there would never have been an
idolater, an atheist, or an infidel. The
keeping of the Sabbath is a sign of
loyalty to the true God, “Him that
made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.”
[Revelation 14:7.]—The Great Con-
troversy, 438:0.

A Seal and Its Use
1. What is a seal?

A seal is defined to be an instrument
of sealing, that which “is used by indi-
viduals, corporate bodies, and states,
for making impressions on wax, upon
instruments of writing, as an evidence
of their authenticity.”” The original
word in this text is defined, “A seal, i.e.,
a signet ring; a mark, stamp, badge; a
token, a pledge.” The verb signifies:
“To secure to anyone, to make sure; to
set a seal or mark upon anything in
token of its being genuine or approved;
to attest, to confirm, to establish, to
distinguish by a mark.”—Uriah Smith,
The Prophecies of Daniel and the Reve-
lation, 454:5,
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2. What other words are used
synonymously with seal?

By comparing Ezekiel 9:4 with
Revelation 7:3 it will be found that
the words “seal” and “mark” are
used in the Bible as synonymous
terms.

3. Explain the use of a seal.

A seal is used to render valid or
authentic any enactments or laws that
a person or power may promulgate. . ..

God’s seal will never be placed upon any
person who deliberately disobeys God’s law.

=
*TILL WE HAVE
SEALED THE SERVANTS
OF OUR GOD IN THEIR

FOREHEADS #
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THE SEAL OF GOD

A seal is used in connection with
some law or enactment that demands
obedience, or upon documents that are
to be made legal, or subject to the pro-
visions of law. The idea of law is in-
separable from a seal.—Uriah Smith,
The Prophecies of Daniel and the Reve-
lation, 455:1, 2.

4. Note the use of the seal in Old
Testament times. 1 Kings 21:8;
Esther 8:8.

5. What three things are found
on a seal?

The name or descriptive title of
the person or power using the seal,
the territory covered, and the right
to rule.

6. What is to be done with the
law? Isaiah 8:16.

7. Which commandment alone of
the Decalogue reveals the name,
authority, and dominion of the
Author of this law? Exodus 20:
8-11.

The seal of God is that part of His
law which contains His name, or de-
scriptive title, showing who He is, the
extent of His dominion, and His right
to rule.—Uriah Smith, The Prophecies
of Daniel and the Revelation, 456:5.

8. What is the Sabbath between
God and His people? Exodus 31:
16, 17.

9. Of what two things is the Sab-
bath a sign? Exodus 31:13; Ezek-

© el 20:20,

The Sabbath is the sign of God’s
creative power, whether manifested in
creation or redemption; for redemption
is creation—re-creation. It requires the
same power to redeem that it does to
create. “Create in me a clean heart.”
Psalm 51:10. “We are . . . created in
Christ Jesus unto good works.” Ephe-
sians 2:10. God designs that each Sab-
bath shall call Him to mind as the One
who created us, and whose grace and
sanctifying power are working in us to
fit us for His eternal kingdom.—RBible
Readings for the Home, 442.

A Special Sealing Work
Predicted

10. What message does an angel
bear before the close of probation?
Revelation 7:1-4. (Compare Ezek-
iel 9:1-6.)

11. Where are these 144,000 seen
a little later, and what do they
bear in their foreheads? Revela-
tion 14:1.

12. What is said of their charac-
ifer? Revelation 14:12.

As the Sabbath was the sign that
distinguished Israel when they came
out of Egypt to enter the earthly Ca-
naan, so it is the sign that now dis-
tinguishes God's people as they come
out from the world to enter the heav-
enly rest. The Sabbath is a sign of the
relationship existing between God and
His people, a sign that they honor His
law. It distinguishes between His loyal
subjects and transgressors.—7'estimno-
nies, vol. 6, 349:1, 3.

Ponder This:

1. The face of Christ revealed innocence, serenity, benevolence,
—the image of God. But His accusers would not give heed to the
signet of heaven.—The Desire of Ages, T54:1.
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9. Christ is sitting for His portrait in every disciple. Everyone
God has predestinated to be “conformed to the image of. His _Son.”
Romans 8:29. In everyone Christ’s long-suffering love, His holiness,
meekness, mercy, and truth are to be manifested to the world.—

The Desire of Ages, 827:0.

3. The faces of men and women who walk and work. with God
express the peace of heaven. ... For these souls thfe kmgdom‘ of
God has begun. They have Christ’s joy, the joy of being a blessing
to humanity.—The Desire of Ages, 312:2.

4. As the word of God is meditated upon and practiced, the
whole man will be ennobled. In righteous and merciful dealing, tI}e
hands will reveal, as a signet, the principles of God’s law. They will
be kept clean from bribes, and from all that is corrupt ar.1d decep-
tive. They will be active in works of love and compassion. The
eyes, directed toward a noble purpose, will be clea; and true. The
expressive countenance, the speaking eye, will testify to the blame-
less character of him who loves and honors the word of God.—

The Desire of Ages, 612:3.

5. Those who love God have the seal of God in their forehea@s,
and work the works of God. Would that all who profess Chris-
tianity knew what it means to love God practically—Ellen G.
White, Youth’s Instructor, July 26, 1894.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 31:13 Revelation 14:1
Revelation 7:1-4 Revelation 14:12

Define or Identify:
authorize mark sign
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SUNDAY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

In the early part of the fourth cen-
tury, the emperor Constantine issued
a decree making Sunday a public
festival throughout the Roman Em-
pire. The day of the sun was rever-
enced by his pagan subjects, and was
honored by Christians; it was the
emperor’s policy to unite the conflict-
ing interests of heathenism and Chris-
tianity. He was urged to do this by
the bishops of the church, who, in-
spired by ambition and thirst for
power, perceived that if the same
day was observed by both Christians
and heathen, it would promote the
nominal acceptance of Christianity by
pagans, and thus advance the power
and glory of the church. But while
many God-fearing Christians were
gradually led to regard Sunday as
possessing a degree of sacredness, they
still held the true Sabbath as the holy
of the Lord, and observed it in obe-
dience to the fourth commandment,

The archdeceiver had not com-
pleted his work. He was resolved
to gather the Christian world un-
der his banner, and to exercise his
power through his vicegerent, the
proud pontiff who claimed to be the
representative of Christ. Through
half-converted pagans, ambitious
prelates, and world-loving church-
men, he accomplished his purpose.
Vast councils were held from time to
time, in which the dignitaries of the
church were convened from all the
world. In nearly every council the
Sabbath which God had instituted
was pressed down a little lower, while
the Sunday was correspondingly ex-

alted. Thus the pagan festival came
finally to be honored as a divine insti-
tution, while the Bible Sabbath was
pronounced a relic of Judaism, and
its observers were declared to be ac-
cursed.

The great apostate had succeeded
in exalting himself “above all that is
called God, or that is worshiped.”
2 Thessalonians 2:4. He had dared
to change the only precept of the di-
vine law that unmistakably points all
mankind to the true and living God,
In the fourth commandment, God is
revealed as the Creator of the heav-
ens and the earth, and is thereby dis-
tinguished from all false gods. It was
as a memorial of the work of creation
that the seventh day was sanctified as
a rest day for man. It was designed
to keep the living God ever before
the minds of men as the source of
being and the object of reverence and
worship. Satan strives to turn men
from their allegiance to God, and
from rendering obedience to His law;
therefore he directs his efforts es-
pecially against that commandment
which points to God as the Creator.

Protestants now urge that the
resurrection of Christ on Sunday
made it the Christian Sabbath. But
Scripture evidence is lacking. No
such honor was given to the day by
Christ or His apostles. The observance
of Sunday as a Christian institution
had its origin in that “mystery of law-
lessness” (2 Thessalonians 2:7, R.V.)
which, even in Paul’s day, had begun
its work. Where and when did the
Lord adopt this child of the papacy?
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We cannot follow the majority of the world
in keeping a day which God has not blessed.

What valid reason can be given for a
change which the Scriptures do not
sanction?—The Great Coniroversy,
53:1 to 54:1.

1. How many times is the phrase
“the first day of the week” found
in the New Testament?

The phrase “the first day of the
week” is found eight times in the
New Testament.

Matthew 28:1 John 20:1

Mark 16:2 John 20:19

Mark 16:9 Acts 20:7

Luke 24:1 1 Corinthians 16:2

While the word Sunday is not
found in the Scriptures, it is the
first day of the week. Therefore
the references to the first day of
the week refer to Sunday.

2. To what particular day in
Christ’s life do the first six of these
eight texts refer?

The first six of the preceding
texts refer to the day of His resur-
rection.

3. Observations on these resur-
rection-day texts:

a. No indication of special sanc-
tity or holiness is attached to this
first day of the week.

b. Christ made no statement that
any special significance should be
attached to the day.

¢. Matthew, Mark, and Luke
make it plain that the Sabbath had
ended before the disciples came to
the tomb on the first day of the
week.

d. John also makes it plain that
Jesus’ body was taken down from
the cross on the day before the
Sabbath. John 19:31, 42.

4. How much importance is at-
tached to the event of the resur-
rection by Paul? 1 Corinthians
15:12-20.

a. “If there be no resurrection
of the dead, then is Christ not
risen.” Verse 13.

b. “If Christ be not risen, then
is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain.” Verse 14.

c. “If Christ be not raised, your
faith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins.” Verse 17.

d. If Christ be not raised, “they

... which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished.” Verse 18,

e. “Now is Christ risen, . . . and
become the first fruits of them that
slept.” Verse 20.

5. While the resurrection of Je-
sus, as an event, is of supreme im-
portance, what evidence is there
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that the day of the resurrection
was to be considered a day, of wor-
ship or a day of rest?

No mention is made of any such
sanctity being given to, or placed
on, this day.

6. Does the divinely inspired rec-
ord of Jesus’ life and teaching con-
tain any statement, direct or im-
plied, that the Sabbath was to be
changed from the seventh day to
the first day?

On the contrary, Jesus told His
disciples that in the light of the
coming destruction of Jerusalem
they were to pray that their “flight
be not in the winter, neither on
the Sabbath day.” Matthew 24:20.
Thus for thirty-nine years the dis-
ciples were still praying that they
be not required to desecrate their
Sabbath day—the seventh day of
the week.

7. Do the apostles in their writ-
ings teach that there was to be a
change in the day of worship from
Sabbath to Sunday, the first day
of the week?

There is no such teaching.

8. What did Jesus command His
followers to teach all nations? Mat-
thew 28:19, 20.

9. What significance is there to
the breaking of bread mentioned
in Acts 20:77?

The breaking of bread did not-
imply a religious gathering, or a
holyday. Acts 2:46 says that they
did this “daily,” therefore there
would be no special significance to
this particular breaking of bread.
And this breaking of bread oc-
curred after midnight on the night
following ‘“the first day of the
week” (Acts 20:7-11); therefore,
if there were any religious sig-
nificance to the act, that religious
significance would be for the day
following ‘“the first day of the
week.”

10. What about the laying by in
store on ‘‘the first day of the week”
in 1 Corinthians 16:27?

“The collection for the saints”
was an offering that Paul wished
to take from the Gentile churches
to the poor at Jerusalem. In this
verse, Paul is simply asking the
believers to “lay by . . . in store,
as God hath prospered, . . . that
there be no gatherings when I
come.” 1 Corinthians 16:2. Each
Sunday morning, as Christian be-
lievers calculated the profit or loss
of the previous week’s work, they
were to lay aside the part they
wished to send to the ‘“saints.”
This was an act to be done in the
accounting room rather than in the
church. Therefore no meeting, or
sanctity of any day, is even im-
plied in this text.
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Ponder Tbhis:

1. The first public measure enforcing Sunday observance was
the law enacted by Constantine. This edict required townspeople
to rest on “the venerable day of the sun,” but permitted country-
men to continue their agricultural pursuits. Though virtually a
heathen statute, it was enforced by the emperor after his nominal
acceptance of Christianity.—The Great Controversy, 574:1.

2. The royal mandate not proving a sufficient substitute for
divine authority, Eusebius, a bishop who sought the favor of
princes, and who was the special friend and flatterer of Constan-
tine, advanced the claim that Christ had transferred the Sabbath
to Sunday. Not a single testimony of the Scriptures was produced
in proof of the new doctrine. Eusebius himself unwittingly ac-
knowledges its falsity, and points to the real authors of the change.
“All things,” he says, “whatever that it was duty to do on the
Sabbath, these we have transferred to the Lord’s day.”—R. Cox,
Sabbath Laws and Sabbath Duties, 1853 ed., p. 538. (The Great
Controversy, 574:2.)

3. As the papacy became firmly established, the work of Sunday
exaltation was continued. For a time the people engaged in agri-
cultural labor when not attending church, and the seventh day
was still regarded as the Sabbath. But steadily a change was ef-
fected. Those in holy office were forbidden to pass judgment in
any civil controversy on the Sunday. Soon after, all persons, of
whatever rank, were commanded to refrain from common labor,
on pain of a fine for freemen, and stripes in the case of servants.
Later it was decreed that rich men should be punished with the
loss of half of their estates; and finally, that if still obstinate they
should be made slaves. The lower classes were to suffer perpetual
banishment.—The Great Controversy, 574:3.

4. The absence of Scriptural authority for Sundaykeeping oc-
casioned no little embarrassment. The people questioned the right
of their teachers to set aside the positive declaration of Jehovah,
“The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God” [Exodus
20:101, in order to honor the day of the sun. To supply the lack
of Bible testimony, other expedients were necessary. A zealous
advocate of Sunday, who about the close of the twelfth century
visited the churches of England, was resisted by faithful witnesses
for the truth; and so fruitless were his efforts that he departed
from the country for a season, and cast about him for some means
to enforce his teachings. When he returned, the lack was supplied,
and in his after labors he met with greater success. He brought
with him a roll purporting to be from God Himself, which con-
tained the needed command for Sunday observance, with awful
threats to terrify the disobedient. This precious document—as
base a counterfeit as the institution it supported—was said to have
fallen from heaven, and to have been found in Jerusalem, upon
the altar of St. Simeon, in Golgotha. But in fact, the pontifical
palace at Rome was the source whence it proceeded. Frauds and
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-forgeries to advance the power and prosperity of the church have
in all ages been esteemed lawful by the papal hierarchy.—The
Great Controversy, 576:1.

5. In the sixteenth century a papal council plainly declared:
“Let all Christians remember that the seventh day was consecrated
by God, and hath been received and observed, not only by the
Jews, but by all others who pretend to worship God; though we
Christians have changed their Sabbath into the Lord’s day.”—
Morer, Dialogues on the Lord’s Day, pp. 281, 282, Those who were
tampering with the divine law were not ignorant of the character
of their work. They were deliberately setting themselves above
God.—The Great Controversy, 577:2.

Texts to Remember:

Matthew 24:20 Luke 24:1 Acts 20:7
Matthew 28:1 John 20:1, 19 1 Corinthians 16:2
Mark 16:2, 9

Define or Identify:

“daily . . . breaking bread”
Sunday

“for fear of the Jews”
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MAN’S DUTY TO GOD

SUMMARY

OF UNIT 5

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as

thyself. Luke 10:27.

The law given upon Sinai was
the enunciation of the principle of
love, a revelation to earth of the
law of heaven. It was ordained in
the hand of a Mediator,—spoken by
Him through whose power the hearts
of men could be brought into har-
mony with its principles. God had
revealed the purpose of the law when
He declared to Israel, “Ye shall be
holy men unto Me.” Exodus 22:31.—
Thoughts From the Mount of Bless-
ing, 75:4.

Origin and Purpose of
God’s Law
1. Who wrote and spoke the Ten
Commandment law on Si,r}ai‘? {4
2. Prove the law to be “Chris-
tian.”- - “1
r !3. Where were the tables of the
law kept? How does this prove
their exalted nature?
4. Name several purposes f)f‘ the/
law of God, f{evelalvrr At

God’s Eternal Law |
1. Name the characteristics. of

God which are also the cﬁqfaicte;;-r .

istics of God’s law. Show that one |
is as eternal as the other.

2, Which part of the Bible _did
God alone write? Why? | [ ;,

7 s e o t‘-,.':’
3. Into what two divisions is the

law divided?

Jesus and the Commandments
1. Name several ways in which
(Christ magnified the law.. W
9. Explain “I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill.”

3. What does faith in Christ do
to the law?

4, What is the test of disciple-

ship? .4 /

Obedience is the test of discipleship.
—Thoughts From the Mount of Bless-
ing, 210:1.
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First and Second
Commandments

1. When does an object become
to us a god? 7 .

‘2. Explain why we cannot use
images as symbols of God and in
this way worship God. /

7 3.Name some objects which
have been used extensively as ob-
jects of worship in past and current
history. - 1 )

’ Tbe sz'fd Commandment

1, List some items involved in
violation of the third command-
ment besides the Lord's name.

2. Enumerate several of the
Lord’s “names.”

3. What is a judicial oath?
4. How do the second and third

commandments differ from the

other eight? .

The Fourth Commandment

1. How may the Sabbath be con-
sidered the birthday of the world?
Explain why it cannot be changed.

9. List several ways we may

Sinai.’ e

know the Sabbath was‘keptjbefore :
¢ : / ’j: e :

'3, Prove sthe seventh-day Sab-
bath was the Sabbath after Christ's
resurrection.- '

4 Enumerate the purposes of the
Sabbath. 7

5. How is the Sabbath to be
kept?

6. Can you be sure the Saturday
of our calendars is the day God
blessed originally? Iow? -

The Seal of God

1. It is impossible for an evolu-
tionist or an atheist to keep the
seventh-day Sabbath. Explain.

2. Define the Word “seal.”’

3. Give a synonym of the word
“seal.”

4. What three things are found
in a seal? Locate these three things
in the Sabbath commandment.

5. Of what two things is the Sab-
bath a sign?

6. What is the relationship be-
iween the sealing work and the
remnant church?

Sunday in the New Testament

1. Who is credited in history with
issuing the first Sunday law?

2. To whom does 2 Thessalonians
2:2-4 refer?

3. With whom did Sunday as a

‘gjay‘ of worship originate?

4. How many times is “the first
day of the week” mentioned in the
New Testament? ;

5. Show that the key texts of this
lesson produce no evidence of Sun-
day sacredness.
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W ho said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1. “Thou shalt have no other
gods before Me. Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth: thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for I the Lord thy God
am a jealous God, visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of
them that love Me, and keep My
commandments.” Exodus 20:3-6.

2. “Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord thy God in vain; for
the Lord will not hold him guilt-
less that taketh His name in vain.”
Exodus 20:7.

3. “Remember the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labor, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cat-
tle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11.

4, “Verily My Sabbaths ye shall
keep: for it is a sign between Me
and you throughout your genera-
tions; that ye may know that I am

the Lord that doth sanctify you.”
Exodus 31:13.

5. “Wherefore the children of Is-
rael shall keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the Sabbath throughout their
generations, for a perpetual cove-
nant. It is a sign between Me and
the children of Israel forever: for
in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, and on the seventh day
He rested, and was refreshed.”
Exodus 31:16, 17.

6. “These words the Lord spake
unto all your assembly in the
mount out of the midst of the
fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice: and
He added no more. And He wrote
them in two tables of stone, and
delivered them unto me.” Deuter-
onomy 9:22,

7. “The law of the Lord is per-
fect, converting the soul: the testi-
mony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple.” Psalm 19:7.

8. “My covenant will I not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out
of My lips.” Psalm 89:34.

9. “The works of His hands are
verity and judgment; all His com-
mandments are sure. They stand
fast for ever and ever, and are
done in truth and uprightness.”
Psalm 111:7, &.

10. “He sent redemption unto His
people: He hath commanded His
covenant forever: holy and rever-
end is His name.” Psalm 111:9.
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11. “Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep His commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man. For
God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it
be evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14,

12. “And it shall come to pass,
that from one new moon to an-
other, and from one Sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to wor-
ship before Me, saith the Lord.”
Isaiah 66:23.

13, “Think not that I am come
to destroy the law, or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill. For verily I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall
be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.” Matthew 5:17-19.

14. “Why callest thou Me good?
there is none good but One, that
is, God: but if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments.”
Matthew 19:17.

15. “Master, which is the great
commandment in the law? Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, This is the first and great
commandment.” Matt. 22:36-38.

16. “But pray ye that your flight
be not in the winter, neither on the
Sabbath day.” Matthew 24:20.

17, “In the end of the Sabbath,
as it began to dawn toward the first
day of the week, came Mary Mag-
dalene and the other Mary to see
the sepulcher.,” Matthew 28:1.

18. “The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath:
therefore the Son of man is Lord
also of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:27,
28,

19. “And very early in the morn-
ing the first day of the week, they
came into the sepulcher at the ris-
ing of the sun.” Mark 16:2,

20. “Now when Jesus was risen
early the first day of the week, He
appeared first to Mary Magdalene,
out of whom He had cast seven
devils.” Mark 16:9,

21. “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.” Luke
10:27.

22. “Now upon the first day of
the week, very early in the morn-
ing, they came unto the sepulcher,
bringing the spices which they had
prepared, and certain others with
them.” Luke 24:1.

23. “If ye keep My command-
ments, ye shall abide in My love;
even as I have kept My Father’s
commandments, and abide in His
love.,” John 15:10.
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24, “The first day of the week
cometh Mary Magdalene early,
when it was yet dark, unto the
sepulcher, and seeth the stone
taken away from the sepulcher.”
John 20:1.

25, “Then the same day at eve-
ning, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you.”
John 20:19.

96. “And upon the first day of
the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to de-
part on the morrow; and continued
his speech until midnight.” Acts
20:17.

27. “Therefore by the deeds of
the law there shall no flesh be justi-
fied in His sight: for by the law is
the knowledge of sin.” Romans
3:20.

98. “Wherefore the law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and
just, and good.” Romans T:12.

99, “Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay by
him in store, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no gatherings
when I come.” 1 Corinthians 16:2.

30. “And hereby we do know
that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. He that saith, I
know Him, and keepeth not His
commandments, is a liar, and the

truth is not in him.” 1 John 2:3, 4.

31. “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin
is the transgression of the law.”
1 John 3:4.

32. “And after these things I saw
four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that the
wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
And I saw another angel ascending
from the east, having the seal of
the living God: and he cried with
a loud voice to the four angels, to
whom it was given to hurt the
earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not
the earth, neither the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the serv-
ants of our God in their foreheads.
And I heard the number of them
which were sealed: and there were
sealed an hundred and forty and
four thousand of all the tribes of
the children of Israel.”” Revelation
T:1-4.

33. “And I saw one of his heads
as it were wounded to death; and
his deadly wound was healed: and
all the world wondered after the
beast. And they worshiped the
dragon which gave power unto
the beast: and they worshiped the
beast, saying, Who is like unto
the beast? who is able to make
war with him?”’ Revelation 13:3, 4.

34, “Blessed are they that do
His commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into
the city.” Revelation 22:14.
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UNIT 6

Man’s Duty to Man

The will of God as it relates to moral con-
duct is comprehended in His law of Ten
Commandments. These are great moral, un-
changeable precepts, binding upon all men in
every age. Exodus 20:1-17.

“The second [commandment] is like
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor

as thyself.”

Matthew 22:39.
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THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT

Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Exodus 20:12.

Parents are entitled to a degree of
love and respect which is due to no
other person. God Himself, who has
placed upon them a responsibility for
the souls committed to their charge,
has ordained that during the earlier
years of life, parents shall stand in
the place of God to their children.
And he who rejects the rightful au-
thority of his parents, is rejecting
the authority of God. The fifth com-
mandment requires children not only
to yield respect, submission, and obe-
dience to their parents, but also to
give them love and tenderness, to
lighten their cares, to guard their
reputation, and to succor and com-
fort them in old age. It also enjoins
respect for ministers and rulers, and
for all others to whom God has
delegated authority.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 308:2.

The Responsibility of Children
1. What words did God speak

from Sinai concerning children and

their parents? Exodus 20:12.

2. What is a son to do with the
instruction of his father and what
is he not to do regarding the law
of his mother? Proverbs 1:8.

3. How much does obedience to
parents include? Ephesians 6:1;
Colossians 3:20.

Children who dishonor and disobey
their parents, and disregard their ad-
vice and instruections, can have no part
in the earth made new. The purified
new earth will be no place for the re-
bellious, the disobedient, the ungrate-
ful, son or daughter. Unless such learn
obedience and submission here, they
will never learn it; the peace of the
ransomed will not be marred by dis-
obedient, unruly, unsubmissive chil-
dren.—Testimonies, vol. 1, 497:2,

4. Under what circumstances
could a child rightfully refuse to
obey a parent?

As in every other case of obe-
dience to those in positions of re-
sponsibility, only when the obedi-
ence required conflicts with God’s
commands is one at liberty to re-
fuse to obey:

a. Case of Saul and Jonathan.
1 Samuel 19:1-3.

b. The apostles and the Jewish
rulers. Acts 4:19; 5:29.
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The child Jesus set an example to all young people by honoring His mother
and Joseph. The ideal home is to be a training center for every boy and girl.

¢. Paul says: “Obey your parents
in the Lord,” Ephesians 6:1.

5. What distinction does the fifth
commandment have? Ephesians
6:2, 3.

This is the first commandment with
promise. It is binding upon childhood
and youth, upon the middle-aged and
the aged. There is no period in life
when children are excused from honor-
ing their parents. This solemn obliga-
tion is binding upon every son and
daughter, and is one of the conditions
to their prolonging their lives upon the
land which the Lord will give the faith-
ful—Testimonies, vol. 2, 80:1.

6. Does God assure a son or a
daughter salvation if his parents

have lived godly lives? Ezekiel
14:13-20.

Notwithstanding all the anxiety and
faithfulness of parents in behalf of
their children, they alone cannot save
them. There is a work for the children
to do. Every child has an individual
case to attend to.—Messages to Young
People, 338:1.

7. What should be one of the
principal studies of children?

Children who are Christians will
prefer the love and approbation of
their God-fearing parents above every
earthly blessing. . . . It should be one
of the principal studies of their lives
how to make their parents happy.—
Messages to Young People, 335:3.
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8. The example of Jesus in the
home. Luke 2:51.

Jesus is our example. There are
many who dwell with interest upon t.he
period of His public ministry, wh:%e
they pass unnoticed the teaching of His
early years. But it is in His home Iife
that He is the pattern for all children
and youth.—The Desire of Ages, T4:4.

9. In what list of conditions does
Paul place disobedience to parents?
2 Timothy 3:1-5.

10. Whom should we honor?
a. God. Proverbs 3:9; 1 Timothy

1217,
b. Jesus. John 5:23.

¢. The higher powers. Romans
13:1-6; 1 Peter 2:13.

d. The king. 1 Peter 2:17.
e. Old men, Leviticus 19:32,
f. Widows. 1 Timothy 5:3.
g. All. 1 Peter 2:17.

Ponder This:

1. The want of respect for the counsel of a godly parent is one
of the marked sins of this degenerate age. . . . By despising t‘he
counsel of a God-fearing mother, who would willingly give her life
for her children, you are transgressing the fifth commandment.—

Testimonies, vol. 5, 125:1.

9. Children . . . left to have their own way are not h:appy; and
where parental authority is lightly regarded, the authority of God
will not be respected.—Testimonies, vol, 5, 305: 1.

3. Parents and children alike belong to God to l?e ruled by
Him. . . . God’s word has given us rules for our guidance. . . .

God’s will must be paramount. .

. . Neither parent nor child can

truly prosper in any course excepting in the way of the Lord—

Testimonies, vol. 5, 548:1.

4. The education and training of their children to be Christians

is the highest service that parents can render to God. . . . By a
neglect of this trust we prove ourselves unfaithful ste.wards. ‘No
excuse for such neglect will be accepted by God.—Christ’s Object

Lessons, 195:2.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20;12 Ephesians 6:1 2 Timothy 3:1-5

Define or Identify:
guard reputation honor respect to obey
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THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not kill. Exodus 20:13.

All acts of injustice that tend to
shorten life; the spirit of hatred and
revenge, or the indulgence of any
passion that leads to injurious acts
toward others, or causes us even to
wish them harm (for *“whoso hateth
his brother is 2 murderer” [see 1 John
3:15, New Testament in the West-
minster Version] ); a selfish neglect of
caring for the needy or suffering; all
self-indulgence or unnecessary depri-
vation or excessive labor that tends
to injure health,—all these are, to a
greater or less degree, violations of
the sixth commandment.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 308:5,

The Value of Human Life

1. Since all life comes from God
the Creator (Job 33:4; Acts 17:25),
He alone has the right to with-
draw it.

2. What is God’s attitude toward
the wicked? Ezekiel 33:11.

3. The value of anything is de-
termined by the price paid for it.
What price was paid for man’s
life? 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Peter
1:18, 19.

All men have been bought with this

infinite price.—Christ’s Object Lessons,
326:1.

The Taking of Life

4. On what condition was a man
to be put to death? Genesis 9:6;
Numbers 35:16-19,

5. Why was Cain’s life spared?
Genesis 4:9-16.

Notwithstanding that Cain had by
his crimes merited the sentence of
death, a merciful Creator still spared
his life, and granted him opportunity
for repentance. But Cain lived only to
harden his heart, to encourage rebel-
lion against the divine authority, and
to become the head of a line of bold,
abandoned sinners. . . .

In sparing the life of the first mur-
derer, God presented before the whole
universe a lesson bearing upon the
great controversy. The dark history of
Cain and his descendants was an il-
Iustration of what would have been
the result of permitting the sinner to
live on forever, to carry out his rebel-
lion against God. The forbearance of
God only rendered the wicked more
bold and defiant in their iniquity. Fif-
teen centuries after the sentence pro-
nounced upon Cain, the universe wit-
nessed the fruition of his influence and
example, in the crime and pollution
that flooded the earth. It was made
manifest that the sentence of death
pronounced upon the fallen race for
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When Cain killed his brother Abel, he committed the first murder. Adam and

Eve grieved for their son, and they began to realize the full penalty of sin.

the transgression of God's law was
both just and merciful.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 18:1, 2.

6. What provision was made in
the laws of ancient Israel for one
who killed someone without en-
mity, hatred, or intention to do
harm? Numbers 35:22-29,

7. Under those laws how many
witnesses were required before any-
one could be put to death? Deuter-
ohomy 17:6,

8. Why is it that the heart of

the sons of men is so fully set to
do evil? Ecclesiastes 8:11.

The New Testament Teaching

9. Who is now recognized as re-
sponsible for the punishment of
evildoers? Romans 13:1-4.

He is even called “the minister
of God, . . . to execute wrath upon
him that doeth evil.” Romans 13:4.

10. Where does murder have its
beginning? Matthew 5:21, 22;
1 John 3:15.
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11. Who was a murderer from
the beginning? John 8:44.

12. If Jesus’ kingdom had been
of this world, what did He say His
servants would have done? John
18:36.

13. What did Jesus say to Peter
when he tried to defend his Master
with the sword? Matthew 26;51-53.

14. According to Jesus, what
identifies us with our ‘“Father
which is in heaven”? Matthew
5:44, 45,

Offenses Punishable by Death
in Old Testament Times

15. Name offenses which carried
the death sentence under the the-
ocracy:

a. He that smiteth a man till he
die. Exodus 21:12.

b. Cursing father or mother. Ex-
odus 21:17,

¢. Owner of an ox who knows his
ox to be dangerous but does not
keep him in, and the ox kills a
person. Exodus 21:29,

d. One with a familiar spirit: a
wizard, a witch. Exodus 22:18;
Leviticus 20:27.

e. Sacrificing unto any god but
the Lord, Exodus 22:20.

f. Whoever offered children to
Molech, Leviticus 20:1-5.

g. Adultery. Leviticus 20:10.

h. Worshiping other gods. Deu-
teronomy 17:1-5.

i. A stubborn and rebellious son,
a glutton and a drunkard. Deuter-
onomy 21:18-21.,

j. Stealing a man and selling him.
Deuteronomy 24:7.

Ponder This:

1. The spirit of hatred and revenge originated with Satan; and
it led him to put to death the Son of God. Whoever cherishes malice
or unkindness is cherishing the same spirit; and its fruit will be
unto death.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 89:1.

2. Murder first exists in the mind. He who gives hatred a place
in his heart is setting his feet in the path of the murderer.—The

Desire of Ages, 310:2,

3. Those who at any supposed provocation feel at liberty to
indulge anger or resentment are opening the heart to Satan. Bitter-
ness and animosity must be banished from the soul if we would be
in harmony with heaven.—The Desire of Ages, 310:4.

4. God will hold us accountable for even a word spoken in con-
tempt of one soul for whom Christ laid down His life—Thoughts

From the Mount of Blessing, 89:2.
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5. We are to leave with God the work of judging and condemn-
ing.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 90:3.

Texts to Remember:
Exodus 20:13 Ecclesiastes 8:11  Matthew 5:44, 45

Define or Identify:

hatred ~ “jnhumanity to man” revenge
“Vengeance is Mine, . . . saith the Lord.”
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THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not commit adultery. Exodus 20:14.

This commandment forbids mnot
only acts of impurity, but sensual
thoughts and desires, or any practice
that tends to excite them. Purity is
demanded not only in the outward
life, but in the secret intents and
emotions of the heart. Christ, who
taught the far-reaching obligation of
the law of God, declared the evil
thought or look to be as truly sin as is
the unlawful deed.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 308:7.

Marriage and Divorce

1. Where and by whom was the
first marriage celebrated? Genesis
2:21-24,

God celebrated the first marriage.
Thus the institution had for its origi-
nator the Creator of the universe. “Mar-
riage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it
was one of the first gifts of God to
man, and it is one of the two institu-
tions that, after the fall, Adam brought
with him beyond the gates of Paradise.
When the divine principles are recog-
nized and obeyed in this relation, mar-
riage is a blessing; it guards the purity
and happiness of the race, it provides
for man’s social needs, it elevates the
physical, the intellectual, and the moral
nature.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 46:3.

2. In what words does Christ

recognize marriage as of God?
Matthew 19:5, 6.

Jesus honored marriage as a divine
institution.—The Desire of Ages, 151:0.

3. At marriage, what do the man
and woman become? Genesis 2:24.

4, Because of the mistake of
Sarah and Abraham in the mat-
ter of the promised son, and the
consequent difficulty which arose
between Sarah and Hagar, what in-
struction did Abraham receive, up-
holding the sanctity of the marriage
relation? Genesis 21:11, 12.

The instruction given to Abraham,
touching the sacredness of the mar-
riage relation, was to be a lesson for
all ages. It declares that the rights
and happiness of this relation are to be

carefully guarded, even at a great sac-
rifice.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 147:1.

5. For how long does marriage
bind the contracting parties? Ro-
mans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39.

6. What commandments were de-
signed particularly to safeguard
family life? Exodus 20:14, 17.

The family tie is the closest, the
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most tender and sacred, of any on
earth. It was designed to be a blessing
to mankind. And it is a blessing wher-
ever the marriage covenant is entered
into intelligently, in the fear of God,
and with due consideration for its re-
sponsibilities.—The Ministry of Heal-
ing, 356:4.

7. How did our Saviour interpret
the seventh commandment? Mat-
thew 5:27, 28.

8. Under what -circumstances
only may the marriage relation-
ship be dissolved? Matthew 5:32;
19:9.

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
declared plainly that there could be
no dissolution of the marriage tie, ex-
cept for unfaithfulness to the marriage
vow.—Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, 99:1.

9. When, then, only does anyone
have the right to remarry? Mat-
thew 5:32; 19:9.

Even though the Scriptures allow
divoree for “unfaithfulness to the mar-
riage vow,” earnest endeavors should
be made by those concerned to effect

a reconciliation urging the innocent
spouse to forgive the guilty one and the
latter to amend his (or her) conduct,
so that the marriage union may be
maintained.

In the event that reconciliation is
not effected, the innocent spouse has
the Biblical right to secure a divorce,
and also to remarry.—Church Manual,
241, articles 2, 3.

10. Among what other sins is
the violation of the seventh com-
mandment listed? Galatians 5:19,
20; Ephesians 5:3, 4.

11. What should the Christian
avoid? 1 Thessalonians 5:22.

12. How closely should we guard
our thoughts and words? 1 Corin-
thians 15:33; Ephesians 4:29.

13. Upon what are Christians ad-
monished to think? Philippians 4:8.

14. What outstanding example of
purity is found in the Scriptures?
Genesis 39:7-23.

15. What privilege is in store for
the pure in heart? Matthew 5:8.

Ponder This:

1. All who are to be dwellers there [in the city of Godl, will
here have become pure in heart. In one who is learning of Jesus,
there will be manifest a growing distaste for careless manners,
unseemly language, and coarse thought. When Christ abides in
the heart, there will be purity and refinement of thought and man-
ner.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 42:2.

2. The pure in heart live as in the visible presence of God
during the time He apportions them in this world. And they will
also see Him face to face in the future, immortal state, as did
Adam when he walked and talked with God in Eden.—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, 45:1.

156

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

3. When the thought of evil is loved and cherished, however
secretly, . . . it shows that sin still reigns in the heart.—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, 94:1.

4. “As he [anyone] thinketh in his heart, so is he.”
Proverbs 23:7.

5. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.”” Proverbs 4:23.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20:14 Matthew 5:27, 28
Matthew 5:8 Philippians 4:8

Define or Identify:
grounds for divorce lust “marriage is honorable”
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THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 20:15.

The eighth commandment con-
demns manstealing and slave dealing,
and forbids wars of conquest. It
condemns theft and robbery. It de-
mands strict integrity in the minutest
details of the affairs of life. It forbids

N, e
overreaching in trade, and requires
the payment of just debts or wages.
It declares that every attempt to ad-
vantage one’s self by the ignorance,
weakness, or misfortune of another,
is registered as fraud in the books
of heaven.—Patriarchs and Prophets,
309:1.

Stealing From Our Fellow Man
1, What was the penalty for

stealing an ox and Kkilling it or
selling it? a sheep? Exodus 22:1.

2. How was a man to be punished
who stole an Israelite and sold him?
Deuteronomy 24:7.

3. What observation is made of
one who “is partner with a thief”?
Proverbs 29:24.

4, Did men know it was wrong
to steal, before God spoke the
commandments on Sinai? Genesis
31:30-32.

5. How did men know the com-

mandments before Sinai? Romans
2:14, 15.

Adam and Eve, at their creation,
had a knowledge of the law of God;
they were acquainted with its claims
upon them; its precepts were written
upon their hearts. . . .

Adam taught his descendants the
law of God, and it was handed down
from father to son through successive
generations.—Patriarchs and Prophets,
363:1, 2.

6. What follower of Jesus was
willing to restore fourfold to those
whom he had defrauded? Luke
19:8.

7. The eighth commandment es-
tablished what fundamental right
of man?

It is a fundamental right of all
to possess property.

Stealing From God

8. Give the answers to the two
questions in Malachi 3:8.

9, Is the tithing system still in
force? Matthew 23:23.

The tithing system was no burden
to those who did not depart from the
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plan. The system enjoined upon the
Hebrews has not been repealed or re-
laxed by the One who originated it—
Testimonies, vol. 3, 392:0.

All that is withheld of that which
God claims, the tenth of the increase,
is recorded in the books of heaven
against the withholders, as robbery.—
Testimonies, vol. 3, 394:3.

10. What was Paul’s counsel to
those who steal? Ephesians 4:28.

11. Whom did Jesus call a thief
and a robber? John 10:1.

The Pharisees did not discern that
these words were spoken against
them. . ..

Christ is the door to the fold of God.
Through this door all His children,
from the earliest times, have found
entrance. . . . Many have come pre-

senting other objects for the faith of
the world; ceremonies and systems
have been devised by which men hope
to receive justification and peace with
God, and thus find entrance to His fold.
But the only door is Christ, and all who
have interposed something to take the
place of Christ, all who have tried to
enter the fold in some other way, are
thieves and robbers.—The Desire of
Ages, 477:2, 3.

12. What words of hope did Jesus

speak to the repentant thief on the
cross? Luke 23:42, 43.

13. What condition of the Ilast
days involving fraud did James
mention? James 5:1-8.

14. What will “thieves” never in-
herit? 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

Ponder This:

’1. If you are given more “change” than you should re-
ceive when making a purchase, what should be done with it?

2. If someone overlooks a just bill, forgetting to charge

you, what should you do?

3. If you do not pay your debts, what are you?

4. It 4 man earns $200 a month, how much tithe should
he pay into the church treasury?

_5. If a student, working his way through school and
using all he_ can earn to pay his expenses, receives $60 a
month for his work, how much tithe should he pay?

6. Suppose a man pays $1,000 as rental on a farm for a
year, and $1,000 for help during the year, and has other
expenses amounting to $1,500. He gets $5,000 for his crops,
$750 for milk and eggs, and $250 for miscellaneous items.
How much tithe should he pay into the church treasury?

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20:15

John 10:1
159
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THE NINTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Exodus 20:16.

False speaking in any matter, every
attempt or purpose to deceive our
neighbor, is here included. An in-
tention to deceive is what constitutes
falsehood. By a glance of the eye, a
motion of the hand, an expression of
the countenance, a falsehood may be
told as effectually as by words. All
intentional overstatement, every hint
or insinuation calculated to convey
an erroneous or exaggerated impres-
sion, even the statement of facts in
such a manner as to mislead, is false-
hood. This precept forbids every ef-
fort to injure our neighbor’s repu-
tation by misrepresentation or Fv:l
surmising, by slander or talebqarmg.
Even the intentional suppression of
truth, by which injury may result to
others, is a violation of the ninth com-
mandment.—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 309:3.

Lying and Deception

1. Who is designated as the fa-
ther of lies and of those that tell
them? John 8:44,

2. What is his first recorded lie?
Genesis 3:4.

3. This first recorded lie is .the
basis of what widespread belief?

Modern spiritualism, and the forms
of ancient witcheraft and idol worship
—all having communion with the dead
as their vital principle—are founded
upon that first lie by which Satan
beguiled Eve in Eden: “Ye shall nf)t
surely die: for God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, . . . ye shall be
as gods.” Genesis 3:4, 5. Alike based
upon falsehood and perpetuating the
same, they are alike from the father of
lies.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 685:2.

4. Of the seven things that are
an abomination to God, which ones
are related to the ninth command-
ment? Proverbs 6:16-19.

5. What provision was made to
deal with false witnesses in the days
of Israel? Deuteronomy 19:15-20.

Biblical Examples

6. Whose tragic experience was
recorded in the divine record as a
solemn warning to all who tell that
which is not true? Acts 5:1-11.

Infinite Wisdom saw that this signal
manifestation of the wrath of God
was necessary to guard the young
church from becoming demoralized.
Their numbers were rapidly increas-
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ing. The church would have been en-
dangered if, in the rapid increase of
converts, men and women had been
added who, while professing to serve
God, were worshiping mammon. This
judgment testified that men cannot de-
ceive God, that He detects the hidden
sin of the heart, and that He will not
be mocked. It was designed as a warn-
ing to the church, to lead them to avoid
pretense and hypocrisy, and to beware
of robbing God.

From the stern punishment meted
out to those perjurers, God would have
us learn also how deep is His hatred
and contempt for all hypoerisy and
deception. In pretending that they had
given all, Ananias and Sapphira lied to
the Holy Spirit, and as a result, they
lost this life and the life that is to
come. The same God who punished
them, today condemns all falsehood.—
The Acts of the Apostles, 73:4; T75:3.

7. Relate the experience of Ge-
hazi. 2 Kings 5:20-27.

Solemn are the lessons taught by
this experience of one to whom had
been given high and holy privileges.
The course of Gehazi was such as to
place a stumbling block in the pathway
of Naaman, upon whose mind had
broken a wonderful light, and who was
favorably disposed toward the service
of the living God. For the deception
practiced by Gehazi there could be
pleaded no excuse. To the day of his
death he remained a leper, cursed of
God, and shunned by his fellow men.—
Prophets and Kings, 252:1.

8. Should we tell a lie to save
our life?

Even life itself should not be pur-
chased with the price of falsehood. By

a word or a nod the martyrs might
have denied the truth and saved their
lives. By consenting to cast a single
grain of incense upon the idol altar
they might have been saved from the
rack, the scaffold, or the cross. But
they refused to be false in word or
deed, though life was the boon they
would receive by so doing. Imprison-
ment, torture, and death, with a clear
conscience, were welcomed by them,
rather than deliverance on condition
of deception, falsehood, and apostasy.
By fidelity and faith in Christ they
earned spotless robes and jeweled
crowns.—Testimonies, vol. 4, 336:2.

9. What is recorded concerning
Jesus’ example? 1 Peter 2:21-23.

10. How is “the remnant of Is-
rael” described? Zephaniah 3:13;
Revelation 14:5,

End of Those Who
Are Untruthful

11. What has God prepared for
the devil and his angels? Matthew
25:41,

12. Who else is to be in “the lake
which burneth with fire and brim-
stone”? Revelation 21:8.

13. Those who do the command-
ments are to enter in through the
gates of the New Jerusalem. Reve-
lation 22:14. Where are those who
love and make lies to be? Revela-
tion 22:15. '

14. What prayer should every
Christian pray? Psalm 19:14.
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Ponder This:

1. Men think they are representing the justice of God, but they
do not represent His tenderness and the great love wherewith He
has loved us. Their human invention, originating with the specious
devices of Satan, appears fair enough to the blinded eyes of men,
because it is inherent in their nature. A lie, believed, practiced,
becomes a truth to them. Thus the purpose of the satanic agencies
is accomplished, that men should reach these conclusions through
the working of their own inventive minds.—Testimonies to Minis-

ters, 363:4.

9. All who do not earnestly search the Scriptures and submit
every desire and purpose of life to that unerring test, all who do
not seek God in prayer for a knowledge of His will, will surely
wander from the right path and fall under the deception of Satan.

__Testimonies, vol. 5, 192:3.
3. Falsehoods Satan has told:
a. That God’s law has been abolished.
b. That the dead are not unconscious, but more active
than ever before.
¢. That the days of creation were not literal days, but
long periods of time.
d. That man developed, step by step, from lower ani-
mals and vegetable life.

e. That God’'s mercy has destroyed His justice.

4. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the
very elect.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 80:1.

5. Never are we justified in telling that which is not true,
We may not always be able to tell all we know, but we
should never tell what we know to be untrue. Many times,
silence is golden. “In the multitude of words there wanteth
not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.” Proverbs

10:19.

Texts to Remember:

Exodus 20:16 1 Peter 2:21-23
John 8:44 Revelation 14:5

Define or Identify:

evil surmising exaggeration hypocrisy
intent to deceive  misrepresentation
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THE TENTH COMMANDMENT

Thou sha}t not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not
covet thy nelgl?bor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid-
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy

neighbor’s. Exodus 20:17.

The tenth commandment strikes at
the very root of all sins, prohibiting
the selfish desire, from which springs
the sinful act. He who in obedience
to God’s law refrains from indulging
even a sinful desire for that which be-
longs to another, will not be guilty of
211'1 a;ct of vt;)rong toward his fellow

eatures.—Patriar
iy tarchs and Propbets,

The Nature of Covetousness

1. What is covetousness?

Covetousness is defined as fol-
lows:

’I‘o‘ long inordinately for something
that is another’s. It implies especially

excessive desire for what belongs t
another.—Webster. S

2. On one occasion when Jesus
was speaking to a multitude of peo-
ple, of what did He tell them to
beware? Why? Luke 12:15.

3. What did the apostle Paul call
covetousness? Ephesians 5:5; Co-
lossians 3:5.

4. From where does covetoushness
come? Mark 7:21-23.

| 5& What is covetousness likely to
ead us to do? Deuteronomy 16:19:
Micah 2:2. VO

To take by violence and to accept

bribes are the results of covetous-
ness.

6. What will come upon a covet-
ous person? Colossians 3:6.

7. What did Jesus say we cannot
do? Luke 16:13,

Examples of Covetousness

8. Study the parable of the rich
man as recorded in Luke 12:16-21,

9. What application of this para-
ble did Jesus make? Luke 12:20,

10. What did covetousness lead
Achan to do? Joshua 7:20-22.

11. What did the same sin lead
Judas to do? Mark 14:10, 11,

12, In Christ’s time, of what sin
were the Pharisees guilty?
16:14, Bullly? ke

163



PRINCIPLES OF LIFE

13. Review briefly the experience
of Balaam in his effort to obtain
riches. Numbers 22; 23; 24.

Balaam was once a good man and a
prophet of God; but he had apostatized,
and had given himself up to covetous-
ness; yet he still professed to be a
servant of the Most High.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 439:2.

14. What is the love of money
declared to be? 1 Timothy 6:10.

15. What does Paul admonish the
Christian to covet? 1 Corinthians
12:31.

16. What sins are especially of-
fensive to God? Psalm 10:3.

The sins which man is disposed
to look upon as small may be the
ones which God accounts as great.

The drunkard is despised and is
told that his sin will exclude him from
heaven, while pride, selfishness, and
covetousness go unrebuked. But these
are sins that are especially offensive to
God.—Testimonies, vol. 5, 337:2. (Ital-
ics ours.)

The greatest sin which now exists in
the church is covetousness. God frowns
upon His professed people for their
selfishness.—Testimonies, vol. 1, 194:2.

Ponder This:

1. I saw that the Israel of God must arise and renew their
strength in God by renewing and keeping their covenant with Him.
Covetousness, selfishness, love of money, and love of the world,
are all through the ranks of Sabbathkeepers. These evils are de-
stroying the spirit of sacrifice among God’s people. Those that have
this covetousness in their hearts are not aware of it. It has gained
upon them imperceptibly, and unless it is rooted ouf, their destruc-
tion will be as sure as was Achan’s.—Testimonies, vol. 1, 140:1

(1948 ed., 140:2).

9. [Satan said,] Make covetousness and love of earthly treas-
ures the ruling traits of their [the church members’] character. As
long as these traits rule, salvation and grace stand back. Crowd

every attraction around them,

Early Writings, 267:0.

and they will be surely yours.—

3. All covetousness is condemned as idolatry. All selfish indul-
gence is an offense in God’s sight—Christ’s Object Lessons, 261:3.

4. To live for self is to perish. Covetousness, the desire of benefit
for self’s sake, cuts the soul off from life. Tt is the spirit of Satan to
get, to draw to self. It is the spirit of Christ to give, to sacrifice
self for the good of others.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 259:1.

5. Christians must look upon themselves only as channels
through which mercies and blessings are to flow from the Foun-
tain of all goodness to their fellow men.— Testimonies, vol. 4, 483:1.
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MAN’S DUTY TO MAN
SUMMARY OF UNIT 6

The secqnd [commandment] is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. Matthew 22:39.

Eve.rything in nature, from the
mote in the sunbeam to the worlds
on high, is under law. And wupon
obedience to these laws the order
and harmony of the mnatural world
depend. So there are great principles
of righteousness to control the life of
all intelligent beings, and upon con-
fo;mity to these principles the well-
being of the universe depends.—
Tbougbts From the Mount of Bless-
ing, 77:2.

The Fifth Commandment

) 1. Explain why parents ‘“‘are en-
titled to a degree of love and re--
spect which is gug to no other per-

R A Al Gk 2]

son.” Sy 2

2. Point out what the fifth com-
mapdment requires of children in
their relationship to parents and
to others, . .. 75“5/" s

£

Tl AArg % . S A
3. Who will have no part’in the
new earth nor mar the peace 0

the ransomed? s .« i A

W 2 o Il

4, Upon whom are the solemn

obligations of the fifth command-
ment binding? 5 ol

ol i L iy
;/

"5. Point out instances where a
child could rightfully refuse to
obey a parent. -

\ 6. In which phase of Christ’s life
is He a pattern for children and
youth? Quote from the lesson, -

The Sivth Commandment

1. How broad are the require-
ments of the sixth commandment? /

‘2. How do we determine the
value of an article? In the light
of your answer discuss the value
of human life. - ,

, 3.Even though Cain’s crime
merited death, point out what God
was endeavoring to illustrate by al-
lowing him to live.

IR 7

" 4. Among the Israelites how was
one protected who had unintention-
ally or accidentally Kkilled another?
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5. Name eight offenses that in
Old Testament times were _punish-
able by death. 77:c,

6. Point out thé difference in car- -

ing for crime in the Old and in the
New Testament.

The Seventh Commandment

1. How broad in its meaning is
the seventh commandment? 7

9. What was one of the first gifts
of God to man? ~ -

3. When the divine principles are
recognized, how is marriage a bless-
ing to mankind?

4. Explain how the instruction
given to Abraham, touching the
marriage relation, was to be a
blessing for all ages. /-

5. How is the promise in Mat-
thew 5:8 an incentive to keep our
heart pure? 7~ ‘ e’

The Eighth Commandment

1. Point out six or seven offenses
that are considered violatiqps of
the eighth commandment, - "

9. How were those guilty of
stealing punished in Old Testament
times? oo G

3. Were those who lived before

Moses’ time held responsible for
keeping the eighth commandment?

4. Explain how one who has
never stolen from his fellow men
might still be justly called a thief
and a robber. /- Y

The Ninth Commandment

1. What constitutes falsehood?
How may we tell a falsehood with-
out saying a word?

" 2. Where and by whom did lying

originate? - J

3. Point out the connection be-
tween modern spiritism and that
first lie told to Eve, ~#of

4. Give two Bible examples of
persons who lied. What punish-
ment was meted out to them? 7

5. What will be the end of all
those who love lies or tell lies?

‘Tbe Tenth Commandmént

1. Show how the tenth command-
ment “strikes at the very root of
all sins.”-

2. Paul calls covetousness idola-
‘try (Col. 3:5). Explain clearly why
covetousness is called idolatry.,

3. Briefly relate five ;hstances_of
covetousness, as recorded in the
Seriptures. /* © 1

4. What sins are especially /of-
fensive to God? - ;

W bo said, to whom, and under what circumstances?

1. “Honor thy father and thy

2. “Thou shalt not covet thy

mother: that thy days may be long neighbor’s house, thou shalt not
upon the land which the Lord thy covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his

God giveth thee.” Exodus 20:12.

manservant, nor his maidservant,

166

MAN’S DUTY TO MAN

nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything
that is thy neighbor’s.” Exodus
20:17,

3. “Thou shalt not kill.” Exodus
20:13.

4, “Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery.” Exodus 20:14.

5. “Thou shalt not steal.” Exo-
dus 20:15.

6. “Thou shalt not bear false wit-

ness against thy neighbor.” Exodus
20:16.

7. “Because senfence against an
evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do evil.”
Ecclesiastes 8:11.

8. “Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God.” Matthew
5:8.

9. “Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery: but I
say unto you, That whosoever look-
eth on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart.,” Matthew
5:27, 28.

10. “Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you; that ye may be
the children of your Father which
is in heaven: for He maketh His
sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just
ng on the unjust.” Matthew 5:44,

11. “Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” Matthew 22:39.

12, “Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man’s life con-
sisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth.” Luke
12:15.

13. “Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father
ve will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not
in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for
he is a liar, and the father of it.”
John 8:44,

14. “He that entereth not by the
door into the sheepfold, but climb-
eth up some other way, the same
is a thief and a robber.” John 10:1.

‘ 15. “But covet earnestly the best
gifts.” 1 Corinthians 12:31.

16. “Wherefore He saith, When
He ascended up on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men,” Ephesians 4:8,

. 17, “Children, obey your parents
in the Lord: for this is right.”
Ephesians 6:1.

18. “Finally, brethren, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think
on these things.” Philippians 4:8.

19, “Mortify therefore your
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members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry: for
which things’ sake the wrath of
God cometh on the children of dis-
obedience.” Colossians 3:5, 6.

20. “This know also, that in the
last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, with-
out natural affection, trucebreak-
ers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, high-minded,
lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having a form of

godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away.”
2 Timothy 3:1-5.

21. “For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow His steps: who
did no sin, neither was guile found
in His mouth: who, when He was
reviled, reviled not again; when He
suffered, He threatened not; but
committed Himself to Him that
judgeth righteously.” 1 Peter 2:21-
23.

292, “And in their mouth was
found no guile: for they are with-
out fault before the throne of God.”
Revelation 14:5.

UNIT 7

Law and Grace

The law of Ten Commandments points out sin, the penalty
of which is death. The law cannot save the transgressor from
his sin, nor impart power to keep him from sinning. In in-
finite love and mercy, God provides a way whereby this may
be done. He furnishes a substitute, even Christ the Righteous
One, to die in man’s stead, making “Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. We are justified, not
by obedience to the law, but by the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. By accepting Christ, man is reconciled to God, justified
by His blood for the sins of the past, and saved from the power
of sin by His indwelling life. Thus the gospel becomes ‘‘the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.” Ro-
mans 1:16. This experience is wrought by the divine agency
of the Holy Spirit, who convinces of sin and leads to the Sin
Bearer, inducting the believer into the new-covenant relation-
ship, where the law of God is written on his heart, and through
the enabling power of the indwelling Christ, his life is brought
into conformity to the divine precepts. The honor and merit
of this wonderful transformation belong wholly to Christ.

“Now we know that what things so-
ever the law saith, it saith to them who
are under the law: that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God. . .. For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.” Romans 3:19-23.
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THE TWO LAWS

With the great sacrifice offered
upon Calvary, ended that system of
offerings which for four thousand
years had pointed forward to t}fe
Lamb of God. Type had met anti-
type, and all the sacrifices and obla-
tions of the ceremonial system were
there to cease—T'he Great Coniro-
versy, 328:0.

There are many who try to blend
these two systems, using the texts
that speak of the ceremonial law to
prove that the moral law has been
abolished; but this is a perversion
of the Scriptures. The distinction
between the two systems is broad
and clear. The ceremonial system
was made up of symbols pointing
to Christ, to His sacrifice and His
priesthood. . . . Concerning the law
of Ten Commandments the psalmist
declared, “Forever, O Lord, Thy
word is settled in heaven.” Psalm
119:89. And Christ Himself says,
*Think not that I am come to destroy
the law. . . . Verily I say unto you,”
—making the assertion as emphatic
as possible,—Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be ful-
filled.” Matthew 5:17, 18. Here He
teaches, not merely what the claims
of God’s law had been, and were then,
but that these claims should hold as
long as the heavens and the earth re-
main. The law of God is as immutable
as His throne, It will maintain its
claims upon mankind in all ages.—
Patriarchs and Prophbets, 365:1,
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1. Distinguish between the law of
God, or the Ten Commandments,
and the law of Moses. (See next

page.)

2. Was the law of Moses all cere-

monial law, or law of types and

symbols?

While we speak of the law of
Moses as one law, yet it is made
up of many laws which could be
classified as national or civil laws,
health and sanitary laws, ecclesias-
tical and sacrificial laws, and laws
pertaining to their religious life.

It was the law of types and ordinances, not
God's law, that was nailed to the cross.

-
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THE TWO LAWS

The Law of God
The Writing of God,
Exodus 32:16

a. On what did God write?
Exodus 31:18; 34:1.

b. What did God write?

Deuteronomy 5:22 (see vs. T-
12); Deuteronomy 10:4.

¢. Where did Moses put God's writ-
ing? Deuteronomy 10:4, 5.

d. What is the character of God’s
law? Psalm 19:7, 8.

e. What was the purpose of God's
law? Ecclesiastes 12:13.

f. How long was God’s law to con-
tinue? Psalms 111:7, 8; 119:89,
144; Matthew 5:17, 18,

The Law of Moses
The Writing of Moses
= Deuteronomy 31:9

a. On what did Moses write?
Deuteronomy 31:24.

b. What did Moses write?
Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 31:9.

¢. Where did Moses put his own

writing? Deuteronomy 31:25,
26.

d. What is the character of the law
of Moses? Leviticus 7:37, 38.

e. What purpose did Moses’ law
serve? Colossians 2:14, 17; He-
brews 9:9; 10:1.

f. When did Moses’ law terminate?
Colossians 2:14.

3. Distinction between the two
laws is very clear:

There can be no question but
that God intended that there should
be a clear distinction between the
Ten Commandments and the laws
He gave Moses to write. God
spoke the Ten Commandments to
Israel (Deuteronomy 5:2-24), and
then God Himself wrote them on
stone and gave them to Moses.

After Moses broke the first ta-
bles, God commanded Moses fo
hew out two tables, and God Him-
self wrote the Ten Commandments
a second time on stone, Deuter-
onomy 10:1-4. On the other hand,
“The ceremonial system was made
up of symbols pointing to Christ,
to -His sacrifice and His priest-
hood.”—Patriarchs and Prophets,
365:1.

T hink.:

1. Those who claim that Christ came to abrogate the law of
God and to do away with the Old Testament, speak of the Jewish
age as one of darkness, and represent the religion of the Hebrews
as consisting of mere forms and ceremonies. But this is an error.
All through the pages of sacred history, where the dealings of
God with His chosen people are recorded, there are burning traces
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Allegory of Redemption

/ s

.".

The death of the lamb as a sacrifice for
sin represented Christ’s death for mankind.

Colossians 2:14, Berkeley Version of
the New Testament.

Bond written in ordinances. Colos-
sians 2:14, Moulton’s, Modern Reader’s
Bible.

The ceremonial system was made
up of symbols pointing to Christ, to
His sacrifice and His priesthood.—Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, 365:1.

2, When was the ceremonial sys-
tem begun? Genesis 4:1-5.

This is the first mention made
in the Bible of sacrifices, but the
mention is made as though it was
a thing already known and under-
stood by those who were to take
part in it.

They [Cain and Abel]l were ac-
quainted with the provision made for
the salvation of man, and understood
the system of offerings which God had
ordained. They knew that in these of-
ferings they were to express faith in
the Saviour whom the offerings typi-
fied, and at the same time to acknowl-
edge their total dependence on Him for
pardon; and they knew that by thus
conforming to the divine plan for their

redemption, they were giving proof of
their obedience to the will of God.
Without the shedding of blood, there
could be no remission of sin; and they
were to show their faith in the blood of
Christ as the promised atonement, by
offering the firstlings of the flock in
sacrifice. Besides this, the first fruits
of the earth were to be presented be-
fore the Lord as a thank offering.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, 71:2.

3. What was added in Abraham'’s
day? Genesis 17:9-14.

It [circumcision] was to be observed
by the patriarch and his descendants as
a token that they were devoted to the
service of God and thus separated from
idolaters, and that God accepted them
as His peculiar treasure.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 138:1.

[Circumcision was] a pledge that
they would remain separate from idol-
atry, and would obey the law of God.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, 363:2.

4, So far as the Biblical record
is concerned, when were the rest
of the rites and ordinances added?

The Lord gave them at Sinai definite
instruction concerning the sacrificial
service. After the completion of the
tabernacle, He communicated with Mo-
ses from the cloud of glory above the
mercy seat, and gave him full direc-
tions concerning the system of offer-
ings, and the forms of worship to be
maintained in the sanctuary. The cere-
monial law was thus given to Moses,
and by him written in a book.—Patri-
archs and Prophets, 364:3.

5. Distinguish among the several
laws written in Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy:

a. The moral law, or the Ten
Commandments, Exodus 20; Deu-
teronomy 3.

b. Explanations and illustrations
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JESUS AND THE CEREMONIAL LAW

of the Ten Commandments, as in
Exodus 21-24.

c. National laws—things to be
done for the government of the
nation as such. Some laws recorded
in Exodus 21-24 are of this general
class.

d. Health laws, such as those con-
tained in the book of Leviticus.
They may have had some implica-
tions of purification, but their main
reason for being was that they in-
dicated things good or bad for the
health of individuals.

e. Ceremonial laws—those that
had to do with the sacrifices, or-
dinances, and rites of their religious
worship.

Moses was commanded to write, as
God should bid him, judgments and
laws giving minute instruction as to
what was required. These directions re-
lating to the duty of the people to God,
to one another, and to the stranger,
were only the principles of the Ten
Commandments amplified and given
in a specific manner, that none need
(73] R

There are many who try to blend
these two systems, using the texts that
speak of the ceremonial law to prove
that the moral law has been abolished;
but this is a perversion of the Scrip-
tures. The distinction between the two
systems is broad and clear. The cere-
monial system was made up of symbols
pointing to Christ, to His sacrifice and
His priesthood. This ritual law, with
its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be
performed by the Hebrews until type
met antitype in the death of Christ, the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin
of the world. Then all the sacrificial
offerings were to cease. It is this law
that Christ “took out of the way, nail-
ing it to His cross.” Colossians 2:14.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, 364:1; 365:1.

The Ceremonial Law Pointed
to Jesus

6. Were sinners ever justified by
making the sacrifices and obeying
the ordinances of the ceremonial
law? Hebrews 9:9, 10.

7. How was Christ’'s death to
affect “the sacrifice and the obla-
tion”? Daniel 9:26, 27,

8. How can it be said that the
law having to do with the sacrifices
and offerings was nailed to the
cross? Colossians 2:14.

Since all the. sacrifices and of-
ferings represented Jesus, and were
a type of Him in His great sacrifice
for man, as He hung on the cross,
He was a fulfillment of all of them,
Henceforth no such sacrifice of
animals, or other such offerings,
would be required, neither would
they avail anything,

When the loud cry, “It is finished”
(John 19:30), came from the lips of
Christ, the priests were officiating in
the temple. It was the hour of the
evening sacrifice. The lamb represent-
ing Christ had been brought to be slain.
Clothed in his significant and beautiful
dress, the priest stood with lifted knife,
as did Abraham when he was about to
slay his son. . .. With a rending noise
the inner veil of the temple is torn
from top to bottom by an unseen hand,
throwing open to the gaze of the multi-
tude a place once filled with the pres-
ence of God. . ..

All is terror and confusion. The
priest is about to slay the victim; but
the knife drops from his nerveless
hand, and the lamb escapes. Type has
met antitype in the death of God’s Son.
The great sacrifice has been made. The
way into the holiest is laid open—The
Desire of Ages, 756:5 to 757:1.
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PRINC